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NATIONAL AFFAIRS. 











EXECUTIVE JOURNAL. 
APPOINTMENTS BY THE PRESIDENT. 
By and with the advice and consent ofthe senate. 


Commander Chas. Ganntt, to be a captain in the 


pavy, vice Jesse D. Elliott, deceased. 


Commander Wm. Ramsay, to be a captain in the | 


navy, Yice Wm. M. Crane, deceased. 


Commander Henry Henry, to be a captain in the 


navy, Vice James Renshaw, deceased. 

Commander Samuel. W. Downing, to be a captain 
in the navy, vice John B. Nicolson, deceased. 

Lieut. Henry Pinkney, to be a commander in the 
navy, vice Wm. C. Wetmore, deceased. 

Lieut. Wm. M. Glendy, to be a commander in the 
pavy, vice Chas. Ganntt, promoted. 

Lieut. Geo. P. Upshur, to be a commander in the 


navy, vice Wm. Ramsay, promoted. 


Lieut. Geo. S. Blake, to be a commander in the 


navy, Vice Henry Henry, promoted. 


Lieut. Zachariah F. Johnston, to be a commander 
n the navy, vice Samuel W. Downing, promoted. 

Master Wm. L. Blanton, to be a lieutenant in the 
pavy, Vice Henry Pinkney, promoted. 

Master Benjamin S$. Ganntt, to be a lieutenant in 

e navy, vice John Graham, deceased. 

Master Henry A. Wise, to be a lieutenant in the 
avy, vice Wm. M. Glendy, promoted. 

Master Callender St. George Noland, to be a lieut- 
nantin the navy, vice Richard C. Cogdell, resigned. 
Master Edward C. Anderson, to be a lieutenant in 
enavy, vice Geo. P. Upshur, promoted. 

Passed Midshipman Reed Werden, to be a lieuten- 
tin the navy, vice Geo. S. Biake, promoted. 

Passed Midshipman Wm. H. Macomb, to be a lieu- 
nant in the navy, vice Zachariah F’. Johnston, pro- 
oted. 

Passed Midshipman Stephen D. Trenchard, to be a 
tenant in the navy, vice Richard 8. Trapier, re- 
gned. 

Passed Midshipman Wilson R. McKinney, to be a 
utenant in the navy, vice Wm. A. Wurts, deceas- 


Thos. C. Stanley, of Alabama, to be a chaplain in 
¢ navy, vice Wm. Ryland, deceased. 
Edwin Eaton, of Ohio, to be a chaplain in the na- 
, Vice Geo. W. Lathom, deceased. 
John L. Lenhart, of New Jersey, to be a chaplain 
the navy, vice Chas. H. Alden, deceased. 
John Blake, of Maine, to be a chaplain in the na- 
, vice Nathan C. Fletcher, resigned. 
First Assistant Engineer Alexander Birbeck, jr., to 
a chief engineer in the navy. 
John M. Bell, to be a navy agent for the port of 
Ww Orleans, La. 
hos. O. Larkin, to be temporary navy agent for 
horthwest coast of North America. 


MARINE CORPS. 
oseph L. C. Hardy, Geo. F. Lindsay, Landon N. 
ér, and John G. Reynolds, now first lieutenants 
be captains in the marine corps. 
vsiah Watson, Henry B. Watson, Thomas A. Bra- 
Isaac T. Doughty, Wm. A. T. Maddox, Wm. B. 
ck, John S. Devlin, and Algernon 8. Taylor, now 
ond lieutenants, to be first lieutenants in the ma- 
corps. 
ames H. Jones, of Delaware; Ed. McD. Reynolds, 
tw York; Wm. Butterfield, of Illinois; Henry 
Ich, of Pennsylvania; Wm. F. Perry, of N York; 
teh K. McRae, of Indiana; Thos. Y. Field, of Pa.; 


-G. McCauley, of Louisiana; James A. Buchan- | 


of T 

Norvell, of Michigan; and Jacob Read, of Geor- 

'o be second lieutenants in the marine corps. 
LAND OFFICERS. 


‘tuben H. Boone, register, Grenada, Mississippi, | 


Thos. B. Ives, resigned. 
4 Bartow, re-appointed register, Genesee, Mi- 
aac D. G. Nelson, re-appointed receiver, Fort 
| ne, Indiana. 

Vel. XXII. Sic Q. 


ennessee; Israel Green, of Wisconsin; Fre- | 


Robert Benguerel re-appointed receiver, Opelousas 
Louisiana. 

Edward B. Randolph, re-appointed receiver, Col- 
lumbus, Mississippi. 

Wm. H. Simmons, re-appointed register, St. Au- 
gustine, Florida. 

John F. Meade, register, Green Bay, Wisconsin, 
vice John S. Horner, removed. 
| CUSTOM HOUSE OFFICERS. 
Benjamin Wormstead, re-appointed surveyor, Mar- 











aa 
ton, and Wm. W. Carr, of Indiana. Alpheus T. Pal 
mer, N. F. Sweet, T. H. Crosby, and J. P. Chad- 
burne, of Maine. John Giackin, of Rhode Island. — 
P. H. Buryere, and Lorimer Graham, of New York. 
W. R. Stafford, of Ohio. A.A. Stoddard, of Con- 
necticut. A. G. Moon, of Tennessee. 

‘“‘Amongst the business transacted in executive ses- 
sion of the senate yesterday was the rejection of the 
nomination of Andrew Beaumont as commissioner 








blehead. Massachusetts. 


of the public buildings, and the subsequent nomination 





Daniel Foster, re-appointed surveyor, Beverly, Mas- 
sachusetts. 

Elisha Atkins, surveyor, Newport, Rhode Island, 
vice Wm. G. Hammond, whose commission expired. 

Benjamin Pomeroy, collector, Stonington, Connec- 
ticut, vice Ezra Chesebro, removed. 

Samuel Harris, surveyor, Velasco, Texas, vice 
Robert S. Herndon, deceased. 

Peleg B. Phelps, surveyor, city of La Fayette, Lou- 
isiana, vice Daniel Clarke, jr., resigned. 
Thomas W. Kellum, surveyor, Madisonville, Lou- 
isiana, vice Thos. Addison, who did not qualify. 

SURVEYORS OF THE CUSTOMS. 
Joseph S. Murphy, re-appointed surveyor of the 
customs at Wilmington, North Carolina. 
Dennis Dawley, re-appointed surveyor of the cus- 
toms at Norfolk, Virginia. 
NEW REGIMENTS. 
To be captains of dragoons—John S. Sitgreaves, 
S. Carolina; Wm. H. Duff, New York; Lemuel Ford, 
Indiana. 
First Lieuts. Dragoons—Daniel] Pettigrue, 8. Car- 
olina; Joseph A. Diover, New Yor. 
Second Lieuts. Dragoons—Wnm. J. Magill, South 
Carolina; Herman Thorn, N. Y. 
To be captains of infantry—Geo. W. Smith, New 
York; Mathew S. Pitcher, N. Y¥.; Pemberton Wad- 
dell, Pa.; Jas. Eagan, Missouri; Folliot T. Lally, Me.; 
John D. Woods, I[ll.; Jos. P. Smith, In.; Trazey M. 
Winans, Mich.; Isaac D. Toll, do.; Eugene Van Dey- 
enter, do; Geo. H. Talcott, of the ordnance depart- 
ment, U. S. Army; Allen G. Johnston, Florida; Jas. 
H. Brannon, Ky.; Wm. L. Walrad, N. Y.; John B. 
Campbell, Ga.; Jas. M. Talbot, In. 
First Lieuts. Infantry—Sam. Lea, N. Y.; Franklin 
Mehaffery, Pa.; A. G. Eastman. Mich.; Thos. H. 
Freelow, jr. do.; Thornton F. Broadhead, do.; Geo. 
W. Singgleton, Ky.; Squire Moon, N. Y.; Nelson 
McClanahan, Tenn.; James M. Dye, Georgia. 
Second Lieuts. Infantry—Thos. S. Griffin, N. Y. 
NEW REGIMENTS OF INFANTRY. 

To se Caprains, James J. Archer, John E. How- 
ard, and Odin Bowie, of Maryland. John A. Hen- 
dricks, of Indiana. James H. Calwell, Elisha W. 
McComas, O. E. Edwards, A.C. Cummings, W. B. 
Taliaferro, of Virginia. James D. Blair, of Missis- 
sippi. Edmund B. Bill, Leslie H. McKenney, and 
E. Bogardus, of Illinois. Thomas. F. Bethell, of In- 
diana. J. W. Thompson, Andrew T. Palmer, C. N. 
Bodfish. and Stephen Woodman, of Maine. Alexan- | 
der Wiikin, and W. W. Tompkins, of New York.— 
Colin McDonald, of Ohio. T. F. Rowe, and Daniel 
Bachelder, of New Hampshire. Lorenzo Johnson, 
of Connecticut. J. W. Perkins, of Tennessee. H. 
Smith, of Michigan. John Jones, of Georgia. J. A. | 
Yard, of New Jersey. | 
To se First Litutenants.—A. H. Cross, J. C. 
Marriott, and J. A. Woolford, of Maryland. B. D. 
Fry, D.S. Lee, J. E. Hamlett, J, M. Blakely, and J. | 
W. Leigh, of Virginia. Joseph Heslep, Joseph Kel-| 
logg, and Thomas Smith, of Ulinois. John T. Hugh- | 
es, and James Hughes, of Indiana. Alexander Mor- | 
row, Albert Tracy, Hiram Chapman, and J. M. Carl-| 
ton, of Maine. F. M. Cummins, and R. A. Bonton, | 
of New York. J. B. Miller, of Ohio Lyman Bissil | 
‘of Connecticut. Allen Wells, of New Jersey. Leon-| 
idas McIntosh,of Georgia. 

To se Seconp Litutenants— Geo. W. Carr, Jos. 
Samuels, G. W. Clutter, Thomas J. Peyton, Van Ren- 
saleer Otey, of Virginia. J. A. Frost, J. M. Winder, 
and R. Swan, of Maryland. Oliver Diffendorf, W. 
'H. Slade. and L. H. Martin, of Ilinois. James Ti'-) 
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and confirmation of Charles Douglass, of Connecticut, 
or the same office. Nat. Inéelligencer. 
INDIAN JOURNAL. 

Dearth or Wuimume-Tuunves. This celebrated 
Winnebago chief recently died, at an advanced age, 
among his people. He was the oldest chief in the 
nation. In our last war with Great Britain, he held 
a maj. general’s commission in the British service, the 
fragments of which he preserved with great care till 
the day of his death. His Indian name was Waw-con- 
che-ca-u-inf-caw. 

UNITED &8TATES FINANCES. 

Revenur.—In reply to a call fer information, the 
secretary of the treasury, on the last day of the ses- 


| sion of congress, furnished the following: 


Treasury department, March 3, 1847. 
Gentlemen: In compliance with the request con- 
tained in your communication of yesterday, I send 
you a siatement of the gross receipts at the six prin- 
cipal ports of the United States, from the Ist De- 
ceinber, 1846, up to the latest period to which re- 
turns have been received, and a similar statement 
for the corresponding period of the previous year. I 
remain, very respectfully, R. J. WALKER, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
The Hons R. M. T. Hunter, Lion Boyd, and Wm. 
M. ‘Tredway, house of representatives. 
Gross receipts. 
At the ports of Baltimore, Boston, Charleston, New 
Orleaus, New York, and Philadelphia: 











1845. 1846. 
December $1,996 860 92 $2,250,911 16 

1846. 1847. 
January $2,082,276 20 $,2.433,436 68 
February 1,954,681 86 2,213,362 38 
$6,933,818 98 $6.897,710 14 
6 033,818 98 

Increase 


$863,891 16 
The above statement is made out from the returns, 
as far as received. ‘The returns from New Orleans 
for two weeks in January, 1846, are missing. The 
receipts for the corresponding two weeks in Janua- 
ry, 1847, have, of course, been omitted.” 
Considering the amount of goods retained under 
the protective tariff in order to avail of the reduced 
duties under the new tariff, the increase in this first 


quarter’s receipts certainly falls short of what was 
generally anticipated. 





TREASURY NOTES. 

Treasury Department, Register’s Office, March 1, 1845. 

Amount of the several issues outstanding prior to 
the act of 22d July, 1846, as per records of this 


office $361,180 97 
Amount outstanding of the issue un. 

| der the act of 224 July, 1846, 5,796,600 00 
Amount outstanding of the issue un- 

der the act of 28ih January, 1847, 2,518,050 00 





8,675,830 97 
Deduct cancelled notes in the hands 
of the accounting officers, of which 
$926,850 is under act 224 July, 
1846, and $15,200 under prior act 942,050 00 
$7,733,780 97 
R. H. GILLETT, Register of Treasury. 
From the above it appears that of the authority 
to raise twenty-eight millions by loan and treasury 
notes, the secretary has already availed of nearly 
eight millions. 
This leaves the government about twenty millions 
of loans and treasury notes in addition to what reve- 
nue will aecrue, tu carry on the government and ihe 
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war with Mexico until the next meeting of con- 
ress. 

Out of the foregoing amount is to be defrayed so 
much at least as the government tnay find necessary 
to incur, of the vast appropriations made during the 
late session of congress. The total amount we find 
some of the journals state, will be over a hundred 
millions of dollars. This we cannot credit. It is 
probably something over what we stated a week 
ago—soay sixty five or seventy millions of dollars.— 
The passage of the appropriation bills will make a 
rapid innovation :nto the means of the treasury dur- 
ing the current quarter. 

It is exceedingly fortunate for the country that the 
rate of foreign exchange, now down to 105}, con- 
tinues so much in our favor. It has been ascertain- 
ed that about seven millions of dollars in specie, have 
been shipped and are now on their way to this coun. 
try from Europe partly to buy or pay for our pro- 
duce, &c., and partly to avail of the very handsome 
profit that is realized by the transfer from thence at 
the present rates of exchange. No kind of goods 
wil] pay anything like an equal profit. 





Imports oF Iron, Coat, &c.—The Imports of iron, 
coal, &c. from foreign countries, into the city of 
New York, during the month of February, were as 


follows: 

Coal 2,057 tons. 
Iron, bar 799 tons. 
Do. pig 2,725 tons. 
Do. sheet, &c. 5,615 tons. 
Lead 6,524 pigs. 
Salt 82,784 bushels. 
Wool 425 bales. 


[Spring field and Commercial List. 





CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN THE PRESIDENT AND COL. 
BENTON. 


The Washington letter writers have kept the daily 
papers furnished with all kinds of rumors as to what 
was transpiring in the cabinet during the considera- 
tion of Co). Benton’s offer to the president to ac- 
cept the command tn cnieF of the army, and under- 


take the direction of the war and the conclusion ofa 


peace, on which terms alone he would consent to 
accept the appointment to the major general’s office. 
The alternative certainly occasioned much difficully 
in the cabinet, and some unpleasant feeling, but of 
the true state of the case, we are not sufficiently in- 
formed to make a statement. 


Letter from Mr. Benton to the President. 
Washington, March, 6, 1847. 

Sir: Without waiting for the formality of being 
presented with the commission of major general in 
the army of the United States, I think it right to in- 
form you at once that my acceptance or refusal of 
that high appointment will depend entirely upon pub- 
lic and national considerations, of which you, your- 
self, will be the judge. Personally I can have no 
wish for this office; but if you believe that 1 can be 
of service to the country, | am willing to forego ali 

rivate considerations—separate myself from my 
amily, under painful circumstances; resign my 
place in the senate, which is so dear to me—and 
proceed immediately to the theatre of war. My only 
stipulation would be for the powers which | deem 
necessary to success; and these would be both milita 
ry and diplomatic—the command of the army and 
authority to sign preliminaries of peace, based upon 
terms previously approved by you. 

I beg you to believe, sir, that nothing selfish or 

rsonal dictates this proposed stipulation. There 
is no such thing in it. It proceeds from a thorough 
conviction that, with a subordinate command, | could 
do no good in the army; on the contrary, that my 
presence there would be improper and mischievous; 
for lam known, from my public speeches, to dis- 
approve of the plans, buth of the late and of the 
present commander—the defensive policy of one and 
the San Juan of Ulua attack of the other; and this 
being known my presence would operate as an im- 
plied censure on the two generals, and might make 
me, in spile of myself, the nuclens of discontent afd 
insubordination. The command of the army, there- 
fore, is the only military position whict. 1 could hold 
in it. 

Authority to conclude a peace, or at least to sign 
the preliminaries of peace, 1] deem highly essential 
to success, as it would enable the couwmander-in- 
chief to take instant advantage of all passing events, 
military or political, to close the war. 

Furnished with these powers, I am willing to make 
the sacrifices, and to incur the responsibilities of 
this high command: but | leave it to you, sir, for 
your free and final decision; considering it as a na- 
tional question, end a new one, on which there is 
no commitment, on either side, in anything that has 


Whatever may be the decision, my thanks and 
gratitude will not be the less to you for your unso- 
licited nomination of me to this high appointment, 
nor to the senate for its instant and unanimous con- 
firmation of it, nor to the house of representatives 
for its three times virtual election of me to be the 
commander-in-chief of the army in Mexico. 

Respectfully, sir, your friend and fellow citizen, 


THOMAS H. BENTON. 
To the President. 


The President to Mr. Benton 
Washington, March 9, 1847. 

Sir: I have given to your letter of the 6th instant 
the consideration which its importance demands — 
In tendering to you the appointment of major gene- 
ral in the army, I earnestly desired that the country 
should have the advantage of your conceded ability 
and military knowledge, your intimate acquaintance 
with the Mexican character, and your familiarity 
with their language and political condition. 

Immediately after your nomination as major gen- 
eral had been unanimously confirmed by the senate 
] carefully examined the question whether J] posses- 
ed the power to designate you—a junior major gen- 
eral—to the chief command of the army in the field. 
The result of this examination is, 1 am constrained 
to say, asettled conviction on my mind that such 
power has not been conferred upon me by the exist- 
ing laws. 

I am fully sensible of the exalted patriotism which 
could alone have induced you to make the personal 
sacrifices to which you would be subjected in as 
suining even the chief command of the army in Mex- 
ico; and | duly appreciate the reasons you have as- 
signed, and which may, | fear, prevent you fro: ac- 
cepting your appointment as major general. If, on 
further reflection, such should be your decision, |] 
shall learn it with deep regret. 

lam, sir, with high consideration, very respect 
fully, your ob’t servant, JAMES K. POLK. 

To Major General Tuomas H. Benton, Wash- 
ington. 

Mr. Benton to the President. 
Washington, Tuesday evening, March 9, 1847. 

Sin—Your letter of this day’s date is just receiv- 
ed; and seeing no reason for further reflection, and 
wishing to avoid all delay in officering the army, | 
have written a note to the adjutant general, to be 
delivered at his office in the morning, declining to 
accept the appointment of major general in the 
army, so kindly offered to me by you, and so honora- 
bly confirmed by the senate. 

I have the honor to be, sir, with great respect, 
your friend and fellow-citizen, 
THOMAS H. BENTON. 

To the Presipent. 

Note of Mr. Benton to the Adjutant General. 
Washington, Tuesday evening, March 9, 1847. 

Sir: | had the honor to receive your note of the 
sixth instant, with the commission of major genera! 
in the army, and delayed the answer of acceptance 
or non-acceptance until | should receive an answer 
from the president to a note which I| addressed to 
him in the morning of that day. That answer is 
now received, and enables me to answer your note, 
and to say thal the commission is not accepted. 

Please toaccept, sir, my thanks forthe kind terms 
of your note, and for the thousand courtesies which 
you have extended to me in the course of our long 
and friendly acquaintance. 

Most truly and respectfully yours, 
THOS. H. BENTON. 

To Adjutant General Jones. 

On inserting the above correspondence the ‘Union’ 
of the 11th says— 

“It is a subject of much regret, that circum- 
stances have prevented the employment of his talents 
"in tbis branch of the publicserviee. The president 
‘regrets it, because he has the highest confidence in 
the military talents, the great skill, aud the great 
energy of Gen. Benton. He had hoped to have it in 
his power to place Mtm at the head of the army. The 
house of representatives had expressed, by a very 
large majority, their desire to havea general-in-chiel 
selected by the president himself; but the whole fe- 
deral party of the senate, in coalition with that ‘*ba- 
lance of power party,’ to whose gracious dispensa- 
lion we are indebted for our exclusion from the 
honor of Joling on their privileged sofas, defeated the 
proposition; and placed the president in an embar- 
rassing relation to the whole subject. This import- 
ant measure having been thus rejected by the coali- 
tion in the senate, he founc, on a critical examination 
of the existing laws of congress, that he had no 
power to “designate General Benton—as junior ma- 
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who held senior commissions. and who are at 4: . 
time emploxod actively in the field: to have iene me pees 
this critteal conjurcture weuld have heen to hile J oP h 
the success of our arms and to emba: raas the Militar Ly = 
operations now in process of execution. Under these yeas 
circumstances, much as he regrets the loss of Gen Daniel 
Benton’s services in the field, the presient felt him. D's R 
self compelled to pursue the course » hich his re ly ‘Soors 
of ‘he 9th points out. Upon the receipt of this letter Burt, I 
General Benton promptly, ané frankly, and in term; sian Ae 
which do him high honor, declined to accept the Oren 
appointment of major general in the army, which as Butle 
the president had offered him, and which the senale Towns— 
had so honorably and unaninously conferred. ALABA 
It is possible that this measure, deemed of vita) Corttrell 
importance to the president, might still have ultima. Totinton 
tely been passed by a majority of the senate, jf jy Sis eets 
had not been announced, (in conversation) by some berts, Jat 
of the federal senators that they would have spoken Ps aes 
out the remainder of the session on the last night of Lovisu 
congress, and thus defeated, not only the bili, but E Morse 
the passage of the appropriation bills, just as the Kenru 
two million bill had been defeated al the last day of Davis, Jo 
the long session, by senator Davis speaking against Thetiene 
it. Rather than loge those bills, so indispensable to Young—9 
keep the wheels of government in motion during the TENNE: 
war, the friends of the measure, (of the appointment M. Coche. 
of a commanding general), were compelled to aban. Ewing M 
don it. By this result, the country does not lose the Basclay v 
services of Mr. Benton, but remains in the high office Missov1 
of senator of the United States, which he has so MBH. Relfe 
long and honorably graced. Auzine 
TEaxas 
Wiimor proviso—The following synopsis of the ——2 
vote on the Wilmot proviso, is taken from the N. Y, lowa—s 
Tribune corrected: Total, 1 
YEAS—(ror THE PROY)s0. ) All the : 
Maiwe—R. P. Dunlap, H Hamlin, C. Sawtelle, Me yea, from ; 


J. F, Seammon, Luther 
=~, 


New Hampsnire—Jas. H. Johnson, M. Mowtion, 


Severance, H. Williams 9B uext congr 


Whigs in 






















Moses Norris, Jr—3. Maiwe— 
MassacnuserTs—Jno. Q. Adams, 4. Abbot’, George New Yo 
Ashman, Joseph Grinnell, A. Hale, C. Hudson, Daw HeSmith, T. & 
P King, J. Rockwell, Benjamin Thompson, R C. Win- PinnsyL 
throp—10. 0. D. Leib 
Ruope Istann—L. H. Arnold, H. Y. Cranston pein 
—2. —3. 
Connecticut—Jas. H: Dixon, S. D. Hubbard, J. InpIANA~ 
A Reckwell, Truman Smuh—4. or, )—2. 
Vermont—Jacob Collamer, P. Dillingham, Jr., ILLiNoIs ~ 
Solomon Foct,'G. P. Marsh—4. lernand—é 
New Yoru—J. H. Anderson, C. S. Benton, Wu. MP Viremia- 
W. Campsexct, C. H. Carroll, John F. Collins, Jonn % Norrn (, 
De Mott, S S. Ellsworth, S. Gordon, Martin Gro. $obbin—3, 
ver, E. B. Holmes, Wm. J. Hough, O Hungerford, Gtoraia- 
Washington Hunt, Timothy Jenkins, Preston King, eombs—3, 
Jotin W. Lawrence, Abner Lewis, Wm B. Maciay, @ Kentucny 
Ww. S. Mitver, Win. 4. Moseley A.C. Niven, Geo J Missoury- 
Rathbun, T. C. Ripley, H 1 Seaman, H. Wheaton, Maryvanr 
Hugh White B. Ro Woov—27. lowa—s, | 
New Jernser—J.G Hampton, John Runk, George / otal, 28, 
Sykes, Wm. Wright—3. 
PennsrLvania--Jonn H. Campspenu, C. Darragh, 
J. H. Ewing, J. R. Ingersoll. L. C. Levin, Jas. Pol- 
block, Alex Ramsey, Joun Ritter, Andrew Stewart, Jno. y 
Strohm, David Wilmot, Jacob S. Yost, A. K, Me 
Iivaine— 13. L. . 
Devtaware—J. W. Houslon— (Huzza!!)—1. Maha. 


t “approved 
rmed and eq 


Onto—Jacob Brinkerhoff, J. D. Cuusmins, C. De- 
lano, George Fries, Joshua R. Giddings, Alex. Harper, 
John J. McDowell, Aug. L. Perriii, J. M. Root, R. 


il] re 
C. Schenck, D. A. Starkweather, A. G. Thurmad, Meir eran 
Joseph Vance, Samuel F. Vinton—14. uiting “head 


Inpiana—Charies Cathcart, Andrew Kenne¢y, 
Edward McGaughey, Join Petuutt, Caleb B. Smith 
—5. 

I_uino1s—John Henry, John Wentworth—2. 

\s1cniGaAN—James B. Hunt, R. McClelland—2. 

‘total 97—S6 Irom tree, 1 from a slave state. 

NAYS—(aGAinsT THE PROVISO.) 

New York—Stephnen Strong! J. Russell, w.W 
W oopwortH—3. 

PennsyLvania—James Black, Richard Brodhead! 
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jor general—to the chief command of the army in 


Jacub Er¢man, Henry D. Foster, Wm. S. JetV"iiirns muster 
Charles J. Ingersoll, Moses McClean, Jas Thoo} regularly 
son—S. r Officer to t 
New Jersey—Joseph E. Edsall—1. iD strict 
On1o—Fr. A. Cunningham, Joseph Morris, 1s°GHid the blanks 
Parish, Wm. Sawyer!!—4. ® attention 
Inpiana—Thos. J. Henley, Robert Dale Ow@Bted io th, 
Wm. W. Wick—3. Me CUDLS, and a 
ILzinois—Stephen A. Douglass—Robert Sa or the etees 
—2, Bh ent, whi 
Micuican—John S. Chilman—l1. . al 8 after _ 
MaryLanp—John G Chapman, William F. Gile "bly when 
Thomas W. Ligon, Edward Long, ‘I bomas Pe  eVised rec 
ao Be 3 800n ad 
Virem1a—Arch. Atkinson, Thos. H. Bayly, He" tain ang tw! 
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Badinger, W. G. Brown, A. A. Chapman, Geo. W. 
Hopkins, Edm. W. Hubbard, Robert M. T. Hunter, 
Joseph Johnson, Shelton F. Leake, John S. Pendle- 
ton, Jas. A. Seddon, Wm. M. Tredway—13. 

Nort Carotina—Daniel M. Barringer, Jno R. J. 
Daniel, Alfred Dockery, Jas. Graham, Jas. J. McKay, 
D. S. Reid—-6. 

Soura Carotina—James A. Black, Armistead 
Burt, 1. E. Holmes, R. B. Rhett, A. D. Sims, R. F. 
Simpson, J. A. Woodward—7. 

GeorgiA—Howell Cobb, Seaborn Jones, Thom- 
as Butler King, John H. Lumpkin, George W. 

wns—o. 
ee yee W. Bowdon, R. Chapman, J. L. F. 
Corttrell, E. S. Dargan, H. JV. Hilliard, George S 
Houston, W. W. Payne—7. 

Mississippi—S. Adams, H. T. Ellet, R. W. Ro- 
berts, Jacob Thompson—4. 

Froripa—Wam. H. Brockenbrough—l. 

LovistaNA—J. H. Harmanson, E. La Sere, Isaac 
E Morse, B. G. T'hibordeauxr —4 

Kentucxy—Joshua F. Bell, Linn Boyd, Garrett 
Davis, John P. Martin, John H. McHenry, Wun. P. 
Thomasson, John W. Tibbtts, Andrew Trumbo, B. R. 
Young—9. 

TENNESSEE—Vilton Brown, Lucian B. Chase, W. 
M. Coche, John H. Crozier, Alvan Cullom, Edwin H. 
Ewing, M. P. Geatry, Andrew Johnson, G. W. Jones, 
Basclay Martin, F. P. Stanton—11 

Missourt—J. B. Bowlin, W. M. McDaniel, James 
H. Relfe, L. H. Sims—4. 

Arxansas— Thos. WV. Newton—1. 

Teaxas—David S. Kaufman, Timothy Pillsbury 


—f, 

lowa—S. Leffler—1. 

Total, 102—22 from free, 86 from slave states. 

All the nays from free states are democrats, the 
yea, from a slave state is a whig, (re-elected for the 
next congress. ) 

Whigs in italics—47 yeas. 21 nays. 

Absent or did not vote. 

Maiwe—J. D. McCrate—1. 

New York—E. D. Culver, C. Goodyear, Albert 
Smith, T. M. Wooprurr—4 

PennsyLvaNia—Johan Blanchard, Joseph Buffington, 
0. D. Leib.—3. 

oo J. Faran, D. R. Tilden, H. St. John 

ae Smith, John W. Davis, (speak- 
rT, KZ. 

ltuinois—J. P. Hoge, O. P. Ficklin, J. A. Me 

lernand—3. ; 

Vireinta—G. C. Dromgoole, Jas. McDowell—2 

Nort Canouina —Asa Biggs, H. S. Clarke, J. C 
Dobbin—3. 

Grorgia—H. A. Haralson, 4. H. Stephens Robt 
oombs—3. 

Kentucxy—Henry Grider—1. 

Missouri—J. S. Phelps—1. 

Marrtanp—A. Constable—1. 

lowa—S. C. Hastings—1. 

Total, 28. 


“ARMY JOURNAL.” 
[GENERAL orvERS, No. 8.] 
War Department, dj’t General’s office 
Washington, March 4, 1847. 

1. The regiment authorized to be raised under the 
t “approved February 11, 1847,” will be recruited, 
rmed and equipped for active duty in the field with- 
it delay: and the several officers appointed in each 
ill report for orders and recruiting instructions to 
Meir respective colonels, who will establish their re- 
uiting headquarters at some central position and 
port to the adjutant general. Colonels are charged 
th Superintending the recruiting of their respective 
bimenis; and will assign the lieutenant colonel and 


4Jots to such sub-recruiting districts as may be 
und expedient. 


at of war, a field officer should be assigned to the 
mmand, 

a ty established recruiling regulations will be 
ely observed by all oflicers, and the required re- 
os, Muster, and descriptive rolls, reports, &c. will 

- cgularly made and transmitted through the pro- 
Officer to the adjutant general and other chiefs of 


When two or more companies | 
“raised and sent to any depot, or ordered to the | 





pany, and be considered ready to take the field.— 
The final assignment of subalterns, and the perma- 
nent designation of companies by the letters of the 
alphabet, will be made by the colonel at the proper 
time. See paragraph 43 “General Regulations for 
the Army.” 

4. The attention of recruiting officers and com- 
manders of posts is directed to paragraph 733* Ge- 
neral regulations. Recruits must be drilled in the 
school of the soidier, as far as practicable, from the 
moment of enlistment, even when there may be no 
arms at the rendezvous, until sent to join their com- 
panies or regiments 

5. The officers of the new regiments (infantry and 
dragoons) will furnish tnemselves with the preserib- 
ed infantry tactics, (Scott’s system.) Cavalry tac- 
tics will not be furnished until the regiment is sup- 
plied with horses, until which time the dragoon 
officers and men will be well drilled as foot soldiers. 

6. ‘The officers appointed, and the ten companies 
to be recruited in the States of Maine, 4; N. Hamp- 
shire, 2; Vermont, 1; Rhode Island, 1; and Connec- 
ticut, 2; will constitute “the ninth regiment of infan- 
try,” to be commanded by Colonel : headquar- 





recruiting depots for the regiment and the concentra- 
tion of companies, preparatory to their immediate | 
embarcation for the seat of war. 

7. The officers appointed, and the ten companies | 
of infantry to be recruited in New York, 7; and New | 
Jersey, 3; will constitute “the tenth regiment of in- | 
fantry,” under Col. Robert EK. Temple: headquarters. 
at New York. Forts Hamilton and Lafayette will | 
be the receiving depots for this regiment. 


of infantry to be recruited in Pennsylvania, 6; Dela- 
ware, 1; and Virginia 3; will constitute “the eleventh 
regiment of infantry,” under Col. Albert C. Ramsey: 
headquarters at Baltimore. ‘The companies of infan- 
try to be raised in the interior of Pennsylvania for 
the regimen! will proceed to Point Isabel, under 
their respective captains, via the Ohio river, aid 





convenient; and those recruited in Philadelphia and 
| Delaware will rendezvous at fort Mifflin, preparatory 
|to immediate embarcation for the same point: the 


| companies raised in Eastern Virginia will be sent to | 
| fort Monroe; those in Western Virginia; via the Ohio, | 


to New Orleans, and thence to Point Isabel, with the 


| concentrated. 


| 9. The officers appointed, and the ten companies 
of infantry to be recruited in North Carolina, 2; S. 


~y 
°. 
ws 


| Carolina, 2; Texas, 2; Arkansas, 2; and Missouri 


Orleans. 
South Carolina will rendezvous at fort Moultrie, S. 


Point Isabel; and the companies to be recruited in 
Texas, Arkansas, and Missour: will proceed, as soon 
as organized, under their respective captains, via N. 
' Orleans, to Point Isabel. 

| 10. The officers appointed, and the ten companies 
of infantry to be raised in Virgina, 1; Georgia, 4; 
Alabama, 4; and Florida 1; will constitute “the thir- 
teenth regiment of infantry,” under Colonel Robert 
M. Echols: headquarters at New Orleans. 

11. The officers appointed, and the ten companies 
of infantry to be raised in Louisiana, 5, Tennessee, 
4; and S[Ilinois 1; will constitute “the fourteenth 
regiment of infantry,” under Col. Wm. Trousdale: 
headquarters at New Orleans. 

12. The officers appointe.!, and the ten companies 
of infantry to be raised in Ohio, 5; Michigan, 3; lowa 
1; aud Wisconsin J; will constitute ‘the fifteenth re- 
giment of infantry,’ under Col. George W. Morgan: 
headquarters at Cincinnati. 

13. The officers appointed, and the ten companies 
of infantry to be raised in Kentucky, 4; Indiana, 4; 








infantry,” under Col. J. W. Tibbatts: headquarters 
at Newport, Ky. 

| 14. As soon a8 any company to be recruited for the 
13th, 14th, 15, or 16th regiments shall be raised and 
| organized, it will proceed without further delay to 
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embark at Pittsburg or Wheeling, as may be most. 


9 | . 
will constitute the “twelfth regiment of infantry,’’| &c., Ke. 
under Colonel Louis D. Wilson: headquarters at New | 


The companies to be raised in North and | 


C., preparatory to their immediate departure for | but such as it is, you shall have it. 


lilinois 2; will constitute the ‘sixteenth regiment of | 


19 


= ee a 


ee Oe ee 
proceed direct to Mexico, under their respective 
captains, as soon as organized. ' , 

16. ‘‘The third regiment of dragoons” is to be 
raised in the following states: Michigan, New York, 
Pennsylvania, Maryland, North Carolina, South Ca- 
rolina, Alabama, Louisiana, Kentucky, and Indiana, 
—in each one company; Colone! Edward G. W. Bute 
ler: headquarters at N. Orleans. As soon as raised 
and organized, the companies will proceed direct, 
under their respective captains, without loss of time 
to Point Isabel. 

17. The furegoing arrangement of reziments and 
assignment of companies are made for the present 
with a view to expedite the recruiting service—sub- 
ject hereafter to such revision and modification as 
the good of the service may require. 

18. The president expects that the new regiments 
will be raised and brought into'the field in the’short- 
est practicable time. The public interest requite 
that the recruiting service be pushed with the great- 
est vigor by every officer employed in it; and, at the 
“same time, the strictest economy is enjuined in alt 
iexpenditures and arrangements, &c. Efforts aust 
‘not be limited to one rendezvous or neighborhood, 











ters established for the present at Boston. Fort) but auxiliary stations, within a convenient range, 
Constitution and fort Adams, R. I., will be used as | should be temporarily established by the same officer, 


according to the facilities of intercourse and the 
chances of success, &c. By order: 
R. JONES; 4dj’t General. 


Cay paragraph 84 revised recruiting regulations of 
47. 


Brevets.—The Washington Union says:—*We un- 
derstand that many brevets wete conferred by the 


| president, by and with the advice and consent of the 
8. The officers appointed, and the ten companies | 


senate, the last evening of its session, and that'the 
Official general order for publishing the same is in a 
_course of preparation. We shall take pleasure in 
_laying it before our readers as soon as we can obtain 
a copy ofit. We announced the other day that the 
brevet of major general had been conferred on bre- 
vet Brigadier General Worth, for “‘gallant and me- 
ritorious conduct” in the battle of Monterey; and in 
anticipation of the official list, we now mention the 
names of Colonel Percifor F. Smith, of the regiment 
_of mounted rifleinen, to be brigadier general by bre- 
vet, and Lieut. Colonel Henry Wilson, of the Ist 
regiment of infantry, to be colonel by brevet, for 
their gallant and meritorious conduct in the capture 


‘of Monterey. Lieut. Col. John Garland, of the 4th 


; 0 


-| least practicable delay, where the regiment will be | regiment of infantry, to be colonel by brevet, and 


| Captain Thomas Childs, of the 3rd regiment of artil- 


i lery, and lieutenant colonel by brevet, to be colonel 


by brevet, for their gallant and meritorious conduct 
/in the battles of Palo Alto and Resaca de la Palma, 


| —eooOo. 
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Matamoros, Feb. 22, 1847. 
Gentlemen:—I have but little news to send you, 
Major General 
| Butler passed down the river yesterday on the steam- 
-er Brownsville, I suppose, to join General Scott's 
‘command. Gen. Taylor arrived at Saltillo previous 
ito the 7th instant, and had at that date to advanee 
twenty one miles on the road to San Luis Potosi, and 
encamped ata place called Agua Nueva; and it is 
“reported tvat as soon as the new troops arrive he 
intends attacking that city. Everything remains 
quiet here. Colonel Drake has thrown up breast- 
works around the main plaza. I suppose you have 
heard of the escape of those Louisianians, who were 
wrecked below Tainpico, in safety. 
Gen. Scott has sailed from Brazos. Gen. Worth 

had not sailed up to this date, although a portion of 
his command has embarked. 
_ The weather is becoming milder, and the northers 
are not so strong as heretofore, although we have 
plenty of wind from other quarters. 
| The river is verv low and seems to be atill falling. 
The boats are all employed in the transportation of 
forage and provisions to Camargo. 
Business is rather brisk; the quartermaster obtain- 
ed $50,000 in specie, for drafts on New Orleans, in 
_twodays. 
| We have fandangoes here every night, either 
Mexican or American. Gen. Scott has quartered 
ail the women of the army here, they not being al- 


,) 10 strict conformity with the rules of service | Point Isabel, under the captain, by the most expedi- | lowed to follow the troops at present, so we have 
the blanks with which they have been furnished. | tious route, unless otherwise ordered, where these a sweet set; many of the senoritas comprendan and 


' 


* attention of recruiting officers 1s specially di- | regiments will be concentrated. 


: So we manage to kill time after a 
othe prompt rendition of their recruiting 


hablan poco. 
ert Dale OW" J 


15. The officers appointed, and the ten designated | fashion. 
unts, and abstract of contingent expenses, requir- | companies to be raised in Pennsylvania, 2; Mary!and, | Now I have told youevery thing I can think of. — 
sey second auditor, and the colonel as super- | 3; Virginia, 2, Miss. 1; Georgia, 1; and Kentucky |In about three weeks’ time you may look out for 
5 ent, which must be forwarded within three | 1; will constitute ‘the regiment of voltigueurs,’ under | squalls, as there will be something to report. 
Foage the expiration of each month; or semi- | Colonel T.P. Andrews: heedquarters for the present; P.S. The Flag published here by Fleeson & Co,, 
Y when called for. See paragraphs 50, 51, | at Washington, D.C. The companies recruited in| is defunct; whether another paper will be started, [ 
, evised recruiting regulation, 1847. Fennsylvania, Maryland, and Virginia will be con- | do notknow. If there was a good new font of ty 
Ba 800n as eighty men shall be enlisted by a | centrated at fort Mouree, preparatory to their imme- | and a small assortment of job type, I think it would 
im Mand two subailerns, they will be inspected, | diate embarcation for the seat of wai; and those to be} pay. Yours respectfully, 
panlzcd, mustered, armed, aud equipped as @ com: | raised in Mississippi, Georgia, and Kentucky will) [ 
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St Louis, February 23. 

The company of United Statcs infantry, spoken 
of a few weeks ago as having been ordered from fort 
Snelling to Mexico, arrived yesterday on the steamer 
Tioga, which boat took them on board at Bridgeport. 
they having performed the rest f the journey on 
foot. They left fort Snelling fifty five in number. on 
the 13th of January. On the way down, four were 
discharged, and one of the privates, whose name was 
Richard Monohan, fell overboard from the steamer 
Tioga yesterday, and was drowned. The men sulf- 
fered a good deal from the cold on the journey, and 
several of them had their hands, feet, and ears fro- 
zen. The officers in command are Captain Plum- 
mer, and Lieut. Granger and Denham. 





NAVAL JOURNAL. 

Guir Sevapron. Commopore Conner is to be 
relieved from the command. Commodore Perry suc- 
ceeds to the command. 

Court Martsat. Commader Pearson, tried at 
Norfolk for the Joss of the sloop cf war Boston, has 
been found guilty, and sentenced to one year’s suspen- 
sion. 

Past midshipman Rolando, acting as master of the 
Boston, was also tried and acquitted of any blame for 
the loss of the ship. 

Commander Carpenter, tried by the same court 
for the loss of the brig of war Truxton, was found 
guilty, and cashiered, but recommended to the mercy 
of the president, who has modified the sentence to 
one year’s suspension. 

The Ohio Ship of the line. Capt. Stringham joined 
the ship on the 24th ult., at Norfolk. The ship left 
Hampton roads on the Ist inst for the Gulf. 

The Decatur. Commodore Pinkney left Norfolk 
on the 25th ult., and Hampton roads on the Ist inst. 
for the Gulf. 

The steam frigate Mississippi, leaves Hampton roads 
for the Gulf of Mexico. Commodore M. C. Perry 
hoists his broad pendent on board. Capt. Isaac 


firmness—or surmounted them with more determina— 
tion. Difficulties have existed diversities of views 
have heen entertained as to the best and safest means 
of restoring credit a8 to when payments might be re- 
sumed without risk of again faltering. The sub. 
ject has been carefully examined; precipitance has 
been cautiously avoided on one hand, and delay be- 
yond what was pruden‘ly required was avoided on the 
other hand. The state resumes payment without 
serious apprehension of again faltering. The meas- 
ure met with some difficulty inthe popular branch? 
and fora day ortwo it was uncertain whether it 
would not be postponed fur one year more.— 
The opposition was not to the measure, but to the 
time, which some believed it would be better to ex- 
tend. The bill however finally passed the house of 
delegates by a majority of five or six votes, and, on 
the 6th irst., passed the senate by a vote of 14 to 6— 
one senator was accidentally absent when the vote 
was taken. 

The legislature adjourned on the 10th instant, of 
course, according to the constitutional Jimitation of 
sessions. 

The biennial session act passed both houses. There 
will be a session as usual, next winter, and a session 
every second year thereafter. 








Vireinta —Honors to Gen. Taylor and others—The 
house of delegates of this state, on the 15th ultimo, 
passed a series of resolutions, complimentary to Gen. 
Taylor and his army, and also voting swords to Gen. 
Taylor and Cols. Payne and Garland. 

Internal improvements—‘*The policy of the state as 
carried out by the enactments of the legislature at 
their present session seems to be to adhere to their 
own projects and to the canals, roads, and railroads 
of their own constructing ’’ The attempt to obtain 
a right of way for the Baltimore & Ohio railroad, 
through a part of the state which would be accepta- 
ble to the Jatter, is again negatived. A grantof a 
right of way by Wheeling is renewed, but it is be. 
lieved the company cannot avail of that route. 








REGISTER—MARCH 13, 1847—WAR WITH MEXICO. 


lot,on the 29th ballot, RB. Unperwoop ( 
ceived 84 voles, Thomas Medcalt 15. (whi 
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drop the lowest candidate upon each success 


B. McAfee (adm.) 39. Whereupon W. U 
was declared to be elected U. States senat 
years from the 4th March 1847. 





Onto. ‘ The black laws.—’’The senate by 9 Vote 
19 to 14, has rejected the proposition to repeal 4) 
existing law relative tothe exclusion of colored Pr 
ulation. One administration senator voted fo, a 
repeal—and 15 against it. Thirteen whigs fot the 
repeal and one against it. , 

Wisconsin Norwegians. The legislature of Wis 
consin have ordered 300 copies of the Governop 


' . 
message to be printed in the Norwegian language 
There are some thousands of natives of Norway ig 


that state, and excelient cii 2.18 they are. 
b nse” eS 
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MEXICO, 











A letter dated New Orleans, March 1, 1847, tg 
the editors of the National Intelligencer says_g, 
Butler arrived here yesterday. Among the leading 
items of news is the reported evacuation of \yp 
Cruz by order of Santa Anna. As regards the city 
1 should think this very probable, as the garrison, 
could not defend it against Gen. Scott, and the troops 
of which that garrison is composed wall be of morg 
service with Santa Anna, particularly if he contes. 
plates an attack on Gen. Scott, as it 18 probable he 
does. 
| Gentlemen who have conversed with Gen. Butles 
'says he freely expresses his opinion as to the proper, 
indeed the only mode of conducting the war, and 
which coincides with the views of Mr. Calhoun—ty 
take and fortify by posts a line of territory, ang 
either capture or blockade their ports without any 
altempt lo penetrate into the interior. The line (9 
be taken, he thinks should be the one, (whatever 
it may be), which the government intends to insis 











May, goes out in command of the Mississipp. 


The U. S. schr. On-ka-hy-e, Lieut. Berryman, ar- 
rived at Pensacola on the 2d inst. from Chagres, after 
a very boisterous passage of fourteen days. She 
brigs no news of moment. 

The U.S. steamer Hunter left New Orleans again 
on the Ist instant. for the Guif of Mexico. The ac- 
cident which caused her return to port was not so se- 
rious as was first supposed. 

Paciric Squapron. ‘Despatches have been re- 
ceived at the navy department from Commodore Bid- 
dle, in the United States ship ‘Columbus,’ dated at 
Valparaiso on the 14th December, 1846, and at Cal- 
lao on the 3d January last, from which we learn that 
the United States razee ‘Independence,’ with commo- 
dore Shubrick on board, arrived at Valparaiso on the 
2d of December, 1846. The United States storeship 
‘Lexington,’ Lieut. Baily, was at that port at the same 
time, and sailed thence for the coast of California on 
the 6th December. The ‘Independence’ sailed on 
the 13th December. The ‘Levant’ was at Valparaiso 
on the 14th of the seme month, on her return to the 
United States. It was the intention of commodore 
Biddle to sail from Callao for Monterey in a few 
days.” 
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STATES OF THE UNION. 








New Yor«x.—Hudson river railroad—The certifi- | 


cate of the required instalment of the stock of the 


Hudson river railroad was filed in the comptroller’s | 


office at Albany, on Saturday. The sum of 9301, 
550, which somewhat exceeds the necessary instal- 
ment, is certified to have been duly paid in, on the 
subscription to the stock. [MN Y. Gaz. 





PENNSYLVANIA.— The loan required by the treasu- | 


rer of the state, to enable him to pay up the interest 
due upon the state bonds, was promptly taken, and 
the treasury 1s relieved. 

Nominations—The whig convention, which assem- 
bled at Harrisburg on the 8th inst. have nominated 


Gen. James Irvin, formerly a member of congress, | 


as their candidate for governor. 
JoserpH W. Parton, esq., is the regularly nomi- 
nated whig candidate for canal commissioner. 





Maryrianp Resumprion oF Payment. The state 
from the moment it became overwhelmed with diffi 
culties, has never faltered in its onward direction to. 
wards a restoration of credit, and a resumption of 
jts obligations. No state in the Union has had more 
difficulties to encounter according to actual capacity. 


Nene have met and breasted difficullies With more Finally, oy agreement among the whig members to | casiie can only ve iaken by bumvarawenut; 


S Caroiiwa.—Mr. Calhoun reached Charleston 
| on Saturday last, and was received by the mayor at 


| the head of a committee of the city council, and a | 


| deputation of the citizens. The hospitalities of the 
| ely were tendered to him, and he was escorted to 
| the Carolina hotel in Broad st., where lodgings bad 
been previously prepared for him, as the guest of the 
citizens. He was to have addressed the citizens in 
public meeting on Monday night last, but sudden in- 
disposition prevented. 

Lovtsiana. New Orleans special election held on 
the 12th ult., for two state senators. The voles 
| stood: 

\1 Labatut, (adm.) 3.571 Freset, whig, 2905 
'2 Reynolds * 3494 Gardere “* 2.949 
| Twootthe assembly districts at the same time 





} ‘ : 
| voted for representatives to the legislatnre; ihe voles | 


stood: 

| Ist. dist. 

| Thomas Harvand 396 Randali Hunt, 
(2d dis. Fonteneau, ‘ 387 Forestail, ind. 
| Bering a tie in the last distriet. 


| A subsequent election, decided in favor of Mr. Fon- 


| 


(adm.) whig. 


851 


¢ 


| vole falling off one half. 


In.Linois.— The civil war, to which a portion of this 


state was for some time abandoued has been carried 

}on with disgraceful virulence. 
| respondent of the Alton Telegraph on the 24 ultimo 
writes— 


| A communication was laid before the house to- 


a meeting held in Massac county. ‘These proceed- 
ings state, that the regulators are stil) pursuing their 
| works of cruelty and villainy in that afflicted county. 
They are beating, torturing, and abusing—in every 
possible way—men, women, and children; turning 
them out of doors in the night time, end destroying 
their habitations, The proceedings go on to say, 


who are consuming the time of the people with 

making Buucomb speeches; and they call upon the 
governor to come to their aid on his own responsi- 
bility. They threaten, unless something is done for 
their relief, to take the laws into their own hands. 
1 wonder they have not done so long since. Is it not 
a burning shame upon the state, and the intelligence 
_of the age, that such a state of things should exist in 
a civilized community?” 





| 


| Kentucry U. S. senator. We inserted the bal- 


| lotting of the first day or two in the legisiature.— 
| Parties maintained their respective condidates for 
| twenty five baliottings without material varistion — 


The Spiingfeld cor- 


day from the governor, mclesing the proceedings of 


that they have lost all confidence in the legislature, | 


on as the permanent boundary between the (ug 
| countries, aud he ssys 15,000 men would be sufi 
}cientto hold and protect it from the Gulf to the 
| Pacific. 

| Gen. Butler justly says that, admitting we advane 
(ed into the country with every success thal could 
be expected, and even captured the city of Mexicg 
it would not have any material effect on the enemy 
nor place ua apy uearer to peace than we nowa 
aud we should never command any more territo 
than what we actually covered with our bayone 
and would be constantly surrounded by a hosti 
pepulation, and the Mexicans would have nothing 
do but to svoiw fighting, and let our armies was 
away, as it rapidly would do, by fatigue, sickne 
and a constant guerrilla war. 

He seems to think it probable that Santa Anu 
has temoved with kis whole force to Vera Cru 
and with a view of giving Gen. Scott a grand fyb 
though he says it would be impolitic tor him tot 
(su under avy circumstances, bul that his pian shou 





3387 | ve to let our army advance into the interior » ihu 


|rirking a general buitie, but merely to harass the 
| aud cul off stragelers or detachments. Any serlv 


|teneau by a considerably majority, Mr. Fouresiail’s | repulse tu an advancing army would be fatal to lie 


| ulder the circumstances. 

‘The administration have got themselves and! 
counliy milo a most awkward predicament as toll 
(war, so blinuly and rashly underiaken; tor, a! 
|ceully observed in the senale, we bave the woll 
| the ears, and it is equally dangerous to hold on of 

bin go. There is no doubt of the tact that, $00! 

lor Jater, we will bave to come to the pian of hull! 
on lo what we have, and the prevailing opinion * 
the army is, that we should give up the idea ol f 
nelruling into the country. ‘The views ald nite 
Lions, however of the administration are diflere 
they are actually at this moment calculating 
wdvunce of General Taylor from Saliillo, and Wh 
weasuies Will finally resull mn some serivus wisi 
‘tune, that will rouse the indignation of thew 
counlry. 

Aji the efficers from Mexico speak in high 
of the Mexican cavalry, and aamit Weal ibe) 
fully equal to our mounted volunteers, Wel lor : 
(and greatly cul number cur jorces ol that dest! 
| tion. - 
| J do not believe we shall have any decisive ™ 
| gence from Vera Crug til towarus the close o 
| wonth; asthe residue of Gen. Worth’s troop 
| not leave the Brasus before the Gi or Sth im 
| and the whole force caniot be collected 4! a 
and Tampico before the 15th, and if they ‘wl 
| sail on that day, it would be wt least the £0.h 
they would provably reach Vere Cruz. 
| ‘These whe kicw ent, ©?! 
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NILES’ NATIONA 


Say ae sa i ied, it will be very 

asive bal. arrison is properly supplied, , 

whig) 2 oo to take it at all, and at any rate will require 
_ jifien 

2) and time to do 80. ‘i vi 

Decide . > dificult, from the conflicting opinions, to form 

or for g) ny correct idea on the subject, but 1 shall not be 
: surprised if it snould be an easy conquest. 

¥ 8 Vote of FROM THE ARMY.—[Orrrciat.] 

repeal the Letters have just been received in this city from 


lored pop. : Is Tayl d Wool. The 
ed fot the the camps of Generals Laylor an 00 


rs of the latter were at Sueno Vista on 

igs for the ee Jacuary, and of the former at Agua Nueva, 
eighteen miles south of Saltillo. on the 7th February. 

re of Wis. B The letters from General Wool’s camp state that 
Governor’ Ip since the 27th of January they had had the usual 
" language, MBnightly alarms of the approach of the enemy, and that 
Norway in MBthese reports had all come from Saltillo. The ene- 


oe my was said to be undoubtedly at Incarnacion, and per-| Saltillo was fast returning to the city, and it was 
cages fps small parties had been within twelve leagues of | hoped that, under the judicious management of ma- 


O Saltillo. It was also reported that a considerable 

number of rancheros had embodied themselves and 
ay lena vere not far off, lying in wait for ang small gaa 
‘ sa¥s—Gen ring parties that may come in t eir way. he re- 
g the leading MaEpott had reached the camp (on the night of the 28th) 
Lion of Ver, fmbat a party, consisting ef Captain Heady and seven- 
ards the city agtcen men, Kentucky volunteers, were captured on the 
the garrison fmpsth by a party of rancheros, under the following cir- 
oc the troops filMunstances: Capt. H. was sent out on a reconnoitring 
i be of more 
if he conten 
s probable he 












































xen miles from their station they stopped at a rancho, 
nd asked for liquor to drink. It was immediately 
;rnished, and in abundance. The men became in- 
oxicated, and in that condition left the rancho. They 
ere afterwards captured, and, as reported, without 
sistance or a gun being fired. 

| There was no idea entertained at the date of wri- 
ng this letter that the town of Saltillo, or the troops 
Bueno Vista were to be attacked. It was suppo- 
i that some decisive measures would be taken to 
eck the reconnoitring parties of the enemy. 

These letters give further accounts of the capture 
ajor Borland. It appears, upon an alarm being of 
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connoissance on the San Lus Po si road, and, if 
acticable, to go as far as the iascarnacion, about 
ty-five miles from Saltillo, for the purpose of ascer- 


ut place, and to report the result of his observations. 
left on the 1&th instant, and arrived at the Incar- 
ion the next morning, but found no troops there; 
y having left the morning before. Instead of re- 
ning as ordered, the major took the liberty of 
ting and sent an express to Col. Yell fora rein- 
ement. Col. Yell, ou receiviug the major’s ap- 
ation sent a request to Gen. Wool for permission 
fo with his whole regiment to jointhe major and 
tie for bim (0 dmmpe as faras Salado. The application was sent by 
vat his plan shou neral Wool to Major General Butler, who refused 
fe interior + ithol™but sent General Wool word by the bearer that he 
ly to harass the 
sts. Any serie’ 
jd be fatal to ihe 


hat Santa Anu 
ce to Vera Cru 
out a grand fg 



































t Gen. Wool sent the refusal to Col. Yell. An 
tview then took place between the two generals, 
nGen. W. proposed an immediate recall of Ma- 
orland. Gen. Butler said it was unnecessary to 
l the order, ashe was immediately going to see 


hemselves and Wt 
edicument as oll 
riaken; tor, a4! 
e have the woll 
jus to held on of 
he tact that, govt 

the plan uf hold 
ailing opinion 


appears that Major Borland was joined by Major 
es and Captain Clay’s companies, about thirty 
uirty-five strong, who were ordered by General 
erto make a reconnoissance inthe same direction. 


up the Wea ol y decided at once to continue their reconnoissance 

ie views eo tas Salado; the result of which was the surprise 
tC ‘ “a 

ration are 0! apture of the whole party by about five hundred 


t calculating oo 


, Saluilio, and! 


al ported that they were surprised early in the morn- 


‘hilst asleep, with no pickets or sentinels, to 
against surprise. Colonel Yell was afterwards 
With a part of his reziment on the Potosi road, 
rertain the truth of the report, with instructions 
Cautious; but, on proceeding to the Incarnacion 
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party by Lieut. Col. Field. When about ten or fif-) 


ven of the approach of the M vie ins upon Saltillo, | 
en. Wool sent Major B. with fift men to make a/| 


ning whether or not the enemy had advanced to) 


ldsee the general in a few moments Shortly | 


Yell, and, if necessary, he would give the order. | 


laucavalry, commanded by General Minon. = It | 


und no troops; yet he received information of 
approach of General Minon, with 3,000 caval- 
which he retired to camp. Every precaution 
sequently taken to have an active reconnois- 
on the roads by which the enemy could ap- 
As these unfortunate occurrences had been 
‘ult of vigilance and disobedience of orders, it 
ed that they may prove a lesson to our troops. 
Thing Taylor had changed his headquarters from 
rey to Agua Nueva, eighteen miles south of | the full, But there are other polnts of view in which 
*, Where he arrived on the Sth instant, bringing | some, nut parlizans, may be disposed to regard ie 


noi alive tna aie ei ty 
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‘forward in the first instance, Lieut. Col. May’s squa- 
‘dron of dragoons, two batteries, (Sherman’s and 
Brazg’s,) and the regiment of Mississippi riflemen.— 
He was subsequently joined by the Kentucky and In- 
diana regiments, and other troops were expected 
from Saltillo. It seemed to be understood that gen. 
Taylor was determined to hold both Saltillo and A- 
‘gua Nueva in its front. It was supposed that the 
scarcity of water and supplies for a long distance in 
front would compel the enemy either to risk an en- 
‘gagement in the field or to hold himself aloof from 
‘our troops. No intelligence had been received from 

the interior more recent or authentic than has been 
‘hitherto communicated. But the impression is that 
there was no considerable force in front, nor was it 
‘supposed to be likely that any serious demonstration 
' would he made in that direction. The population of 





jor Warren, a discreet officer of the Illinois volun- 
| teers, who commands in the town, the people may re- 
/main quietly in their houses. 

Lists have been received in Washington of the 





-men belonging to the Kentucky mounted volunteers | 
-who had been captured at Incarnacion, amounting to | 
thirty-five, and also those of the Arkansas regiment 
‘captured at the same place, amounting also to thirty- 
five. 





| From Tampico, by way of New Orleans, we have | 
'dates to the 17th February. Much anxiety was 
|awakened there to have the truth or falsity of an 
account brought in by three Mexicans from Victoria, 
of a sanguinary battle having been fought at or near | 
Monterey between Santa Anna and Gen. Taylor — 
They stated that Gen. Taylor had fallen back from | 
Saltillo, to Monterey, that Santa Anta had ventured 
to attack him, a long conflict ensued—loss of life 
on both sides exceeded any of the previous engage— 
ments—that Santa Anna flially gave way, having 
suttered so severely in killed aud wounded—a non,zst 
‘the latter was Gen. Arista. 

Our advices from Gen. Taylor are later than the 
period on which the battle was said to have been | 
fought. They make no mention of the affair. It is 
_quite possibie the Mexican- were sent to Tampico 
wilh a view of creating a diversion, 
| Of the real movements made hy Santa Anna and 
his army from Sap Louis Potosi, we are as yet en- 
‘urely without satisfactory accounts, and shall be 
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| The Baltimore American of the 10th saye—lIt is | 
| intimated by letters from Washington that the pre- | 
sident and other officials there entertain the confi- | 
dent expectation of a speedy peace with Mexico.— | 
| This belief is an approcching pacification is said to | 
be founded on the use that is to be ma le of the three 

il}ions entrusted by special appropriation to the | 
president. Havirg no confidence, for our own part, | 
in the pacific disposition of the Mexican people; | 
none in Santa Anna’s power, if he has the will, to} 
expect such overtures ae We are prepared to make; | 





and therefore none, not the slightest, in the speedy | 
cor clusion of the war, we mention these rumors from | 
Washington as indicating, we fear, rather the wishes 
than the convictions of reasonable and well informed 
fen. 

It is only necessary to place ourselves for a mo- 
| ment in the position of the Mexicans, and then al- 
| low tothem what we claim for ourselves, the pos- 
| session of the feelings, sympathies and sentiments of 
men, to underst.nud the exasperated hostility with 
which they must be aroused and stimulated to resist | 
to the death the powertui invaders of their country. 
We cannot expect people to sintie upon us when we 
have just provoked them by blows. Yo coneiliate | 
and to fight the same party, at one and the same | 
time, would be to render a!l efforts both at fighting | 
land al conciliation abortive. Hence the inconclusive 
jresuits of Me. Polk’s wanagement of our ditheulty 
| wath Mexico. And the infatuation which possessed 
| nim when he plunged imto the war, and which lias 

marked his course in the prosecution of it, seems 
| to accompany him still, He is wow tull of the pro- 
ject of the three million bill money—a ridicuious 
~cheme » hich must end in disgrace. 

‘Tie adminisiration, we believe, has never yet per- 
ceived the really serious wature of this Mexican 
war. Insofar as it relates to political interests, 1 
ihe way of placing vast patronage in the president’s 
bands aud (uimisting profitable contracts for the re- 
waid of the meritorious or fur the encouragement 
of the wavering, it has probably Leen uppreciated t 
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i very midst. ° ° 


‘involved. * * 


) wall not condema us. * 
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We find in the New York Journal of Commerce 
some extracts from a leiter dated ‘‘City of Mexico, 
January 28, 1847,” apparently written by a Mexican 
of intelligence. 

“You will discover oursense of injury to be great, 
by the prompt punishment received by those of our 
citizens who have by force attempted to resist the 
will of the Junta in the matter of the law relating to 
ehurch property. There is, then, as before remark- 
ed, but small expectation that the two nations will 
ne able to come to terms at present, notwithstanding 
the storm that appears to be gathering for the sub- 
jugation of the city of Vera Cruz. * * * The 
forced loan upon, or seizure as some Call it, of the 
church property, in defence of the nation, you will 
understand, 1s not carried out to impair the useful- 
ness of the church itself. The property in question 
is promulgated to be the gift of individuals of the 
nation: it is considered national property, under God 
in the custody ef the church, for use in just such an 
emergency as, at this time, threatens the indepen- 
dence of the country. * * As the agent of heaven 
for gocd to us, to whom can we turn more properly 
in the hour of necessity (han to our church? 

* * 7 ’ * « 

These are but few of the appeals uttered in de- 
fence of the Jaw. The exigeney of the case impels 


\the carrying out of a measure, which, under dif- 


ferent circumstances, there would be few among us 
disposod to sanction. * * Sowecall the lawa 
sacrilege; others say, tf it is, the United States are the 
aclors of it, by forcing upon us the necessity of performing 
it. * * ‘The fault, then, lies at the door of our 
sister republic. Does it or dues itnot? * * The 
many generous sentiments discovered in many of 


the presses and in the speeches of some of the mem- 


bers of congress of the United States, | will here 


‘take occasion to observe, engage our attention. They 


are a relief to us under the circumstances; but the 


_relicf of mere language in a few, has little of satis- 
faction in it, so long as the nation itself is opposed 


tous. * * * * We are not so blinded 


| by our conviction that we are right, as lo be incapa- 
' ble of comprehending the instrumentality that pre- 
| vents its satisfactory acknowledgment on the part of 
‘the United States. 


We believe it nevertheless the duty of an elevated 


| patriotism that we should enforce something like an 
‘admission of the wrong done us, not for the benefit of 


our own republic merely, but for the less selfish 
motive that the peace that must be eventually are 
rived at, may be founded upon a durable basis. * * © 
Should Vera Cruz be taken, our nation will not be 


‘ery curious to knuw what was the object of his | Cor quered. * * If even a march be successfully 


forced to our capital city, we shall still not be con- 
quered; our enemy will be ina state of siege in our 
What is to happen under 
these circumstances, it is impossible to know. We 
shail, however, do our best to protect the interests 
A single reverse will place 
the army of our enemy in a critical position. ‘That 


desirable object «flected, it may th-n be necessary 


and proper to offer the allernative we hesitate to 
yield on compulsion. ° The honor of our na- 
tionality demands of us the tremendous sacrifices 
under which we suffer. Jf weerr in priging che 
dignity of thst, it will bean error tor which posterity 
* 


Tue isLanp or Losos.—The Island of Lobos ha- 
ving become a place of some interest to many of our 
citizens as ihe place of rendezvous of that portion of 
our army which is destined for the attack on Vera 
Cruz, we extract the following brief account of it 
from the correspondence of the Philadelphia North 
American: 

“Island of Lobos, Gulf of Mexico, 
“February 7, 1847. 

“This letter is written upon the most delightful 
tropical island ever trodden by adventurers from 
any chime. 

“The Island of Lobos is a lovely little spot, form- 
ed entirely of coral, about two miles in circumfer- 


‘ence, twelve miles from the Mexican shore, about 


-iX!) miles from Tampico, and some 130 from Vera 
Cruz. Itis covered (or was before we landed) with 
a variety of trees and shrubs, the highest of the 
former perhaps tweuty-five leet high, and these are 
so thickly covered with vines that one can hardly 
get through them. There is hardly a tree of shrub, 
or plant growing here I have ever befure seen.— 
Banyan trees spreading over large spaces of ground, 
‘heir limbs forming props as they pierce into the 
earth and take root, while the tops thickly thatched 
with evergreen vines, form most beautilul arbors.— 
Lemon, lime, fig, palm, cane, und a hundred other 
-pecies of wood are growing with all the fresiness 
aud beauty of the Iudies. ‘There is plenty of waer 
‘io be had by digging four to six feet. itis brackish 





aud sweel, but we are getting used to it, aud like it 
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early as weliasship water. Fish and sea fowl we 
pos in profusion. PWith these we have delightful 
éa ai, that fourteen hours out of the twenty-four 
makes the place delightfully pleasant. 

“ett will be difficult, { imagine, to convince you, 
who wil) read this scrawl beside great coal fires, 
that we are literally roasting during a portion of the 
day. The sun is so hot that our faces and arms are 
blistered if exposed but a few minutes. To-day, by 
Fahrenheit, in the shade, I scored 929. The univer- 
gal remark among the volunteers is, ‘If this is winter, 
what will summer be?’ 





“«General Scott is daily expected here, and we and city, are dependent upon the back country for 
shall soon be joined by seven thousond troops fromm | their daily supplies of food. 


mpico, &c. There are six companies of Louisi- | 
ah nd four companies of South Carolina troops | 
already here. They arrived on the 3d instant. They | 
are all in fine health, and are encamped beside us.” 


“ARMY OF THE NORTH.” 
The St. Louis Republican has accounts from Santa 


Fe to the 14th of January. At that time but little heavy guns. 


further was known of the movements of Colonel | 
Doniphan. Some Mexicans, who were in the battle. 
of Brazito, reported that Colonel Doniphan entered | 
EI Paso on the 28th of December, and took posses- | 
siou without resistance—the military force which he 
met on the 25th and defeated having scattered to the 

ntains. | 
pe aitempt to produce a revolution in Santa Fe 
was to have been made on Christmas night. It was 
a time, when a great number of Mexicans were ex-. 
pected to congregate in Santa Fe for the purpose of 
attending the ceremonies of the Catholic church.— 
A. very large number were in attendance from all | 
sections of the country; and no doubt by preconcert. | 
A priest from Ej Paso, habited as a greaser, was pre- | 
sent and took an active part in all the preliminary 
arrangements. But the whole plot was disclosed to 
the Americans by Mexican women, and the au- 
thorities were able to secure a good many ef the 
jeaders. 





A few weeks since, in an editorial, the difficulties | 
in the way of quieting the gatheringjelements and re- 
storing peace to the country, were briefly referred to. | 

Mr. Webster made a speech in the senate on the 
Monday before the adjournment—the three million 
bill being under consideration. His conclusion was. 
uttered in the following impressive words: 

“Sir, | fear we are not arrived at the beginning of | 
the end. I pretend to see but little of the future, and | 
that little gives. no gratification. All I can scan is 
contention, strife, and agitation. Before we obtain | 
perfect right to conquered territory, there must be a | 
cession. A cession can only be made by treaty.— | 
No treaty can pass the senate, till the constitution | 
js overthrown, without the consent of two-thirds of | 


its members. Now, who can shut his eyes to the. 


great probability of a successful resistance to any | 


treaty of cession, from one quarter of the senate or 


another? Will the north consent to a treaty bring- | 
ing in territory subject toslavery? Will the south | U 4 
consent to a treaty bringing in territory from which | tion of all parties, sweeping all before them. ; 
Sir, the future is full of diffi- | occasions much speculation in Mexico, as will be 
We are sullering to pass | imagined, as to the firal issue. 


slavery 1s excluded? 
culties and full of dangers. 
the golden opportunity for securing harmony and 
the stability of the constitution, 
to be rushing upon perils headlong, and with our 
eyes all open. But [ put my trust in Providence, and 
in that good sense and patriotism of the people, 
which will yet, I hope, arouse themselves before it 
it is too Jate.” 





MEXICO.—Dererrep Arricte. 

The British Steamer arrived at Havana from Vera 
Cruz furnish dates from thence to the Ist—and city 
of Mexico to the 29th January. We give brief ex- 
tracts; sa . 

The rumor of the assassination of Santa Anna 
turns out to be unfounded; soalso of his active op- 
position to the seizure of church property. 
accounts, he was still at San Luis Potosi. 
Cruz papers of the 28th ult., announce that letters 
from San Luis speak of his insmediate departure for 
Tula. Letiersfrom the city of Mexico are to the 
same effect, and represent, that he would move at the 
bead of the main body of bis forces. His whole 
strength does not exceed 23,000 men ofall sarms— 
represented to be jn a deplorable situation for want 
of means, destitute of clothing and provisions; one 
régiment had actually left for the city of Mexico. 

anta Anna employs his time in gambling and 
cock fighting and writing menacing and energetic 
representations to congress for movey. He quite 
recently won $34,000 at monte from his own officers, 
very many of whom are very young men. The la- 
test accounts we have seen from San Luis say that 
be would more pon Tula the morning of the 27th 
uit Phasie stated in a letler duicd the 26th, 


general of Vera Cruz. 


castle, but we have a letter from a gentleman who 


sures us that there is not a barrel of salted provisions 


resist the invasion of the Americans. 


| American troops, near Victoria, and taken 800 of 


We appear to me | high quarters in Mexico, that their government will 
| very soon enler into negotiations for peace, from 
| total inability to subsist and protract the struggle.— 
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Gen. La Vega has been appointed commandant 
Private accounts, from responsibile sources, set 
down the number of troops in the city of Vera Cruz 
at 3500—some say 3000. The garrison of San Juan 


de Ulua does not exceed 1100 troops. Sone accounts 
represent that there are two months provisions in the 


has aecess to the most respectable sources of infur- 
mation, but whom we need not name, in which he as- 


in the castle, and that the troops, both of the castle 


So far as the troops in 
the city are concerned, this has has long been the 
case. 


The congress of the state of Vera Cruz had issued 
a manifesto calling on the people at all hazards to 
During the 
month of January the approaches to Vera Cruz on the 
road to the interior were strengthened by a battery of 


The law authorising the seizure of fifteen millions 
of property belonging to the church promises to be 
a dead letter. The property consists almost wholly 
of real estate in different cities of the republic. Even 
if the law of congress be enforced, it is said that no 
one will advance money upon the property so seized 
much less purchase it. ie whole body of the cler- 
gy had protested against the seizure as sacrilegious 
and they were supported by large portions of the 
lower classes of the people. Santa Anna gave in his 
adhesion to the measure with great reluctance. 

One of the clergy in the city of Mexico has been 
imprisoned for his factious opposition to the meas- 
ure. At our last accounts the Mexican eongress had 
before it a modification of the law, which would ren- 
der it less burdensome, but without changing the 
principle. 

Our letters say that all the late ministers have re- 
signed. ‘The ministers of foreign affairs and of fiaan.- 
ces have certainly done so. To add to the general 
disorganization, the Mexican congress is said to have 
determined to dissolve about the first of the present 
month. 


A report was in circulation in Havana, derived 
from a letter of the very latest date from Vera Cruz 
that Gen. Minon had had an engagement with some 


them prisoners. This transpired through the Mex- 
ican consul at Havana, and was totally discredited 
by our countrymen there. We have no doubt the 
rumor was founded upon Minon’s exploit near Saltil- 
lo. We find the prize seized by Minon noticed in 
the Indicator. That paper sets down the number of 
his prisoners at seventy, twoof whom, ilsays, are 
field officers, and four company officers. 

The Mexicans appear to be particularly well in- 
formed of the movements and positions of our troops. 
They give, from time to time, the forces at Tampico, 
Saltillo and Victoria and other places. Everywhere 
they see our arms advancing, and, to the consterna 


This 


Letters from Havan- 
na express tbe beliel, founded upon information from 


Stull we read that one regiment of the Auxiliaries of 


San Luis had made a formal proclamation that they 
| 


IN EUROTFFE. 


THE FAMINE IN EUROPE. 





Scortanno.—Last night Dr. Meckey delivereg a0 
address in Great George street chapel, detailing th® 
distress in which the highlands and islands of Scot’ 
land are at present plunged. He said that of 400,000 
souls inhabiting the highlands, about 60,000 are at 
this moment totally destitute of daily food, and are 
supplied by eharity; and that number will, ina short 
time, be doubled. Before next summer arrives the 
highlands and islands of Scotland will contain 300. 
000 totally dependent upon charity. The failure of 
the potato crop has been universal through the high. 
lands and the whole of Scotland; and the population 
of the highlands and islands are totally dependent 
upon that crop. From 120 districts accounts haq 
been received, stating that potatoes formed seven 
eighths of the food of the people.§This calamity has 
fallen upon a population who are wholly destitute of 
money to buy other food, and who have no resource 
in their extremity. ‘I'he population of the highlands 
was divided into two classes; of cotters, paying no 
rent to the proprietor of the soil, but being permitted 
to build huts, and plant their little patches of pota- 
toes, which furnish them with means of humble ex. 
istence throughout the year, and of crofters, or smal| 
tenants, paying rents of from 5s. to £12 to the land. 
lords, bul raising little more than is sufficient to meet 
these rents and their wants. This elass too live qj. 
most exclusively upon potatoes. The loss had come 
suddenly and unforeseen. The highlands and Islands 
never looked brighter and greener than during the 
past summer; and in many localities the blight came 
ina single night. He had seen fields blackened 
which a week before were flourishing in luxuriance. 
The finger of God was evidently upon them. The 
men of scientific attainments, in the pride of their 
knowledge, overlooked the working of God in this 
matter. (The reverend speaker bere detailed the 
circumstances and extent of distress existing in Sep- 
tember in the island of Mull, scores of whose popu- 
lation must have perished if not assisted with meal 
supplied by the committee; and read another letter 
from a gentleman in one of the islands, stating that 
in ordinary years the condition of the population is 
one of demi-starvation.”’) The crop of the year be- 
fore last (the reverened gentleman stated) had been 
a most abundant one, and had beén sold at high pri- 
ces. Last year, in consequence, a greater breadih 
of land had been sown, which, however, had proved 
a total failure. ‘They had taken the utmost care, in 
the distribution of relief, to provide against fraud, 
and no distinction of sect had been permitted to ip- 
terfere in their operations. They had been endea- 
voring to get the abie bodied poor to come inte the 
lowlands to procure work; and now upwards of three 
hundred were at work on rail ways and other works 
who regularly sent their earning to their familiesa 
home. The reverend gentleman proceeded to give 
a number of interesting descriptions of the state o 
poverty in which the population of various localitie 
were suck, and their excellent conduct under the 
pressure of affliction, and concluded by a powerfu 
appeal for assistance in the efforts of the committe 
to save them from perishing. 





IRELAND. —It is stated that there are 350,000 fam! 
lies over and above the ordinary laboreis and far 
mers now destitute in Ireland, requiring at a calcu 
lation of £20 per family, £7,000 for their year! 
maintenance. 

Description 1s futile to convey any notion of th 





_would allow no treaty to be negotiated with the 
Americans, until the latter had entirely evacu- 
ated the country. 


| Several vessels have succeeded in running the 
| blockade of Vera Cruz, a Sardinian brig and Span- 
| ish schooner were among the number. Officers write 
that with their present class of force it is impossible 
|to prevent this. The Princesse Marie, of Bordeaux 


) has been seized by the squadron for irregularity in 


At last) her papers, and it was thought would be sent to this | Whether her labor was hard, she said ‘no,’ bul se | 
Vera | 


port. The bark Felix, likewise of Bordeaux, 
| has also been seized and sent into Anton Lizardo. 
| We believe the sloop of war Albany made these cap- 
) tures. Conner has returned from Laguna to the sta- 
tion of the squadron. 

A project bas been started in Mazatlan of declar- 
ing Santa Anna dictator. This drew from him an 
immediate declaration that as he did not aspire to 
the presidency, he would use all his force to put 
down any move. nent in Sonora or any other state 
which would threaten to kindle political commotion. 
The latest dates from San Luis Potosi are to the 
26th ultimo. The army had not then moved, but 
the Vera Cruz Vindicator of the 2lst ult: thinks that 
it had done so subsequently, being enabled to do so 
by the funds raised by the state of San Luis. 


Gen. Valencia is said by the same paper to medi- 
ate a descent upon Tampirn, 





suffering in Ireland, but some idea may be had from 
individual facts. Dr. Donovan, the physician to th 
| Skibbereen dispensary, in the county of Cork, give 
| these details, which we extract from a multitude 0 
others, in the Cork Southern Reporter: 

On Monday morning last, a woman called atm 
house at a very early hour, and forcing herself int 


the hall, requested that I would visit her daughlem 





then in confinement. In answer to my interrogator 
| suffocated by the smell of a dead man inet wae | 
ihe house with her.’ When I visited this mine 
and suffering creature, | found her lying on © 
| ground, without @ particle of straw to proteet a” 
| from the dampness of a filthy earthen floor, or . 
gle article of covering to screen her from the ° 
cold to which in this comfortless cabin she was 
posed. Immediately opposite her, near the heal 
where the fire had burned it, lay the body rier? 
ther in law in the rags in which he died and oF 
altitude in which he breathed his last. Pune 
had at the time made rapid advances from the na Y 
of the disease of which he died, viz: gang 
dysentery that is pow ravaging the county. 
w nea of the name of eats died in the pore 
Drimoleague about a fortnight ago; his wife an a 
children remained io the house until the ab 
exhalations from the body drove them from 
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ynship with the dead; in a day or two after 
e persons in passing the man’s cabin had their 
mention drawn bya loud snarling, and ou entering 
pe the gnawed and mangled skeleton of Maley 
used for hy a set of hungry dogs and pigs, that 
ods completing their horrid banquet on his putrid 
ins! 
oT enifen in the townland of Leither, belonging to 
Alexander O'Driscoll, Exq , and on which there is 
more poverty than on any farm of its extent in the 
west riding, era wled to my door; ste was at the time 
jaboring under malignant fever, was emaciated to 
the utmost degree, and appeared as if the grave at 
that moment vomited her forth. I handed her some 
relief and directed her to leave the door, as | drvad- 
ed infection for my family. ‘I don’t want this, said 
she, pointing to the shilling which [ had given her, 
but, | want to get my boy buried; he is dead these 
eleven days; he died in two days after his father; I 
ot the sickness myself, my two children are dying; 
no person will go to give them or me a drink of cold 
water, and | got up in the fever to day and put the 
corpse in a ditch, and I have come to you to get it 
put in the grave, that the dogs may not eat it.”— 
Liverpool Standard, Feb. 2. 


_ 


compantt 





The following is a passage of a letter addressed to 
Mr. Blake, of Cork, by Dr. Crowly, 'of Skibbereen; 
dated Jan. 22. 

Deaths are daily increasing. Dr. Donevan and | 
are just this moment after returning from the village 
of South Reen, where we had to bury a body our- 
selves, that had been 11 days dead, and where do 
you think? Ina kitchen garden. We had to dig the 
ground, or rather the hole ourselves; no one would 
come hear us, the smell was so intolerable. Weare 
half dead from the work lately imposed on us. It is 
now as I write, Ll o’cluck at night, and [ have not 
as yet dined. 

A great meeting of the citizens of Cork was held 
on Saturday last, when according to the Examiner, it 
was clearly proved, by every speaker whio alluded to 
the condition of the house, that it was impossible, 





sent inmates, and, indeed the safety of the city, to | 
admitofa further accession to the numbers now | 
within the walls of the workhouse and the old house 
of industry—namely, some 6,300. 


Estimate of deficiency of grain, and other crops re 
duced to grain, in the Un ted Kingdom for the year 
ending September 1, 1847. 





Quarters. | 

] Ordinary annual deficiency, 2,000,000 | 

2 Loss of potatoes in Ireland, €£12,000,- 
000, to be supplied by grain (a food | 
of double the cost of potatoes) value, 
£24,000,000, representing at 50s. per 
quarter, 

3 Loss of oats in Ireland stated by Mr. 
Labouchere to be one third the crop, | 
or 5,326,000 | 

4 Loss of potatoes in England and 
Scotland, any one-tenth only the loss 
in Ireland, or 


5 Loss of oats in Scotland and Eng- 


9,800,000 


1,000,000 


land, 1,000,600 
6 Loss of barley in the United king- 

dom, 1,000,000 
7 Extra seed for increased cultivation 

of grain, 300,000 
8 Extra consumption of railway labor- 

ers, 30,000 | 





20,627,000/ 
Deduct economies made by starvation and 
hon feeding of pigs, 4,627,000 
Total deficiency, 16 000,000 
Money value of the deficiency at £3 per quarter 
~£48,000,000. 





Cotections at Wasuinaton. -—Amongsi the 


ing:— 


Members of the house of representatives $972 50 
— 349 00 
iichie & Heiss GUU 00 
air& Rives 100 00 
lerks? office house of representatives 64 00 
Others 15 00 


R $2,100 50 
porters in congress 105 0U 


fom the citizens of the city and neighborhood a 
© amount has also been collected, and collections 
"08 made to an amount sufficient to sead a ship 


* of provisions from Alexandria, where a sbip has 
*0 chartered, 






larg 


_cretary of the navy by congress. 


‘tributions made at the capitol, were the follow- | 
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Office of House of Representatives, 
March 9, 1847. 

Dear Sir: I have the pleasure te enclose two thou- 
sand one hundred and thirty-one dollars, which has 
been collected by me for the Irish relief fund. 

Nearly one thousand dollars of this money was 
contributed by members of the house of representa- 
tives; five hundred dollars by Major John P. Heiss; 
one hundred dollars by Thomas Ritchie, Esq., one 
hundred dollars by the proprictors of Jackson Hall, 
(it being the rent of said hall for the birth-night ball;) 
between three and four hundred dollars »y sena- 
tors of the United States; and the remainder by the 
oo and messengers in this office, and by indivi- 

uals. 

My subscription lists are not yet entirely closed. 
As soon as they are | will deposit them in your 
hands, with a further statement of my stewardship. 

With high respect, your ubedient servant, 
B. 5. FRENCH. 

W. W. Seaton, Mayor of Washington. 





Meeting of the Jewish population of New York, in aid 
of the starving poor of Ireland.—A large and respecta- 
ble assembly of the corgregation Sheaulth Israel 
took place on Monday evening last, in the synagogue 
in Crosby street, New York, for the purpose of tak- 
ing measures for the relief of the famishing thou- 
sands of their fellow mortals in that unfortunate and 
destitute country, Ireland. 

‘The meeting was organized by the appointment of 
Samuel Lazerus as chairman, Isaae Phillips, as vice 
president; and S. J. Jacobs, secretary. 

After a prayer by the Rev. J. J. Lyon, he delivered 
a most feeling and instructive address. 

When he had concluded, R. H. Judah, Jonas B. 
Phillips and M. M. Noah, made audresses. A large 
collection was then taken up in aid of the poor in 
Ireland, and the meeting adjourned. 





The Macedonian.—We are happy to learn that this 
ship has been placee al the disposal of our fellow 
citizen, Capt. DeKay, to convey provisions to Ire- 
land, agreeably to the authorily invested in the se- 
Capt. De Kay is 


well known to be an enterprizing and efficient officer; | 


and a better selection could not have been made.— 
Tie Macedonian is to go out, not in any sense, asa 
national ship, bat as a carrier of the supplies fur- 
nished by benevolence. She will be navigate 
mostiy, as we learn, by volunteers; the officers are 
ohiefly old ship masters. The Macedonian will 
carry the bulk of 15 or 16,000 barrels. 
[MW Y¥. Cour. 





The Boston Bee, says that the bishop of tne diocese 
of Massachusetts remitted $20,000, collected in that 
diocese since the last published report, by the Cam- 
bria. 

In the town of Montgomery, Alabama, a meeting 
was held for the relief of Ireland, at which $1,100 
were promptly subcribed, with an expectation ol 
amounting to $5,000. 


The Catholic Cuurches at Albany N. Y. have con- | 


tributed $5,000. 
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Passed at the second session of the twenty ninth congress. 
BILLS WHICH ORIGINATED IN THE SENATE. 
AN act toestablish a land office in the northern part 


of Michigan, and to provide for the sale of mineral! laiids 


in the state of Michigan. 

An act declaring the assent of congress to certain 
states 10 impose a tax upon all lands hereafler sold by 
the United States therein, from and after the day of such 
sales. 


An act to extend the time for selling the Jands granted | 


to the Kentucky Asylum for teaching the deaf and 
dumb. 

An act to encourage enlistments in the regular armr. 

An act giving assent to an act of Virginia, authoriz.- 
ing the levying of tolls on the James iiver. 

An act to regulate the appellate jurisdiction of the 
supreme court of the United States in certain cases, and 
for uther purposes. 

An act to establish a court at Key West, in the state 
of Florida and for other purposes. 

A supplement to the furegoing act. 

An act to change the time of holding one of the terms 
of the circuit court of the United States in the district 
uf North Carolina. 

An act to amend an act entitled “An an act to regu- 
late the carriage of passengers in merchant vessels,” and 
to determine the time when said aci shall take effect. 

An act to provide for the punishment of piracy in 
cerlain cases. 


An act making further appropriation to bring the ex- | c»rtain salt spring lan 
isting war with Mexico to a speedy and hongrable con- 


clusion. 


An act to relinquish to the city of Madison, in the siate | state of Texas, 


Ts 


of Indiana, all the right and title of the U. States to e 
certain sirip of unsurveyed land within the limits of said 
city, and bordering on the Ohio river. 
An act providing for the building and equipment of 
ay naval ae ships. 
An act making provision for an additi 
general officers, and for other anaes ee 
An act to amend an act entitled “An act to raise for 


a limited time, an additional militar ” 
other purpuses. y force,” and for 


A joint resolution for lightin 
and capitol grounds, 

A jot:t resolution authorizing the employment 

; : of th 
U. S. ships Macedonian and Jamestown in transporting 
py for the famishing poor in Ireland and Scot- 
and. 

A resolution concerning the purchase of additi l 
lands fur the use of the U. States arinories at eee 
Ferry and Springfield. anes 

A resolution to refund to the states which have sup- 
plied ve ee fos om transportation during the 
present war, before being received into servi 
United States. ie 

A joint resolution respecting the maps and charts of 


the surveys of the boundary lines of th 
America with foreign alee. e U. States of 


g with gas, the capitel 


‘ wea haere ORIGINATED IN THE HOUSE. 
_ An act for the admission of the state of W; i 
into the Union. ae 


An act authorizing the issue of treasu 
ry not 
and other purposes, y es, a loan, 


An act tocstablish certain 

he post routes, and for other 
An act toamend ‘An act entit] 

act to carry into effect, in the st 

Mississippi, the existing compacts 


ed an act toamend an 
ates of Alabama and 





‘ with those states wi 
| regard to the five per ceut. fund and the school eave 
' tions. 


An act to amend the act entitled “An 
ct act to 
the rate of postage, to limit the use and ocmnber ae 
abuse of the franking piivilege, and for the prevention of 
frauds on the revenues of the post office department,” 
passed March 3, 1845, ; 
An act further to extend the chart j 
; le er of the 
Bank of Georgetown, in the District of Colambig 
_ An act toamend an act entitled “An act to provid 
for the payment of horses and other property lost can 
d States,” 





\destroyed in the wilitary service of the Unj 
| approved the 18th day of January, 1837. a 
An act to provide for the payment l 
falling due on the public debt, a of any inteiies 
An act for the relief of the Bank of th i 
; n Me | e Metropolis. 
An act making appropriations for the sapport of the 
army and of volunteers for the year ending the 30th 
si 1848, aM for other purposes. B ' 
nact making appropriations for the gu f 
Military Academy {i } i oon 
my y y for the year ending on the 30:h June, 
| An act for the increase o 
| States. 
An act making appropriations for t 


at as depariment for the year endi 


| An act making appropriations fo 
g r the payment : 
volutionary and other pensions of the be Buse 
for the year ending the 3Uth June. 1848 ” 
An act authorizing the erectio srtain |i 
nofe 
(es, and for other purposes. ertain lighthons- 
| An act for the adinission of the 


| Uiiton. 
An act to raise for a limited tj i 

se ime an addit ili- 

tarv force, and fur other purposes. onal mil 

An act to provide for the estab! 

post routes in the state of T. 





f the marine corps of the U. 


he service of the 
ng the 30th June, 





state of Iowa into the 





ishment of additional 
exas, 


| An act io regulate the carriage of p 
| chant vessels. 


An act making appropriations 
contingent expenses of the Indian department, and for 
| fulfilling treaty stipulations with the various Indian t ib 
| for the vear ending June 30, 1848. avail 
| An act making appropriations for tk j 

ing le nay 

| the year ending the 30:h June, 1848. papas seg 
| _An act to authorize the constitut 
city of Dubuque, in the siate of Iowa, to enter Ceriain 
| islands between the landings of said city and the i 
|channel of the Mississippi river. oon 
| An act to create an additional | istrict j 

| , ate a ¢ and district j . 
ritory of Wisconsin, and for other purposes a Ge ig 
| An act creating a colleciion district in j 
_ An. ac L collecsi ictin Maine 
, constituting Bangor, In said district, & port of entr oad 
delivery. Ay 
, 

An uct making appropriatio 
mal ns for the pa 

| “ae So the year ending 30th + srl 1843, nf 
nm act making appropriations for the civil, F 
| manic services. * clvl.and diplo- 
| An act to provide for the final settlement of the ac- 
| counts of John Spencer, late receiver of public mon 
at Fort Wayne, Indiana, _- 


An act to amend an act entitled 
for the better organization of the d 


affairs, and an act enti‘led ‘An act to 

Intercourse with the Indian tribes, Heb) gente na bes 

on the frontiers, approved June 30. 18349” a a foe 

other purposes. : ; preyed 

| An act for the reduction of the costs and € 

| proceedings in admiralty against ships and v 
An act (o give the consent of 


assengers in mer- 


for the current and 


ed authorities of the 
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epariment of Indian 





xpenses of 

congress 10° thes 
gress to the sale of 

wd ds heretofore gr 

of Michigan, Ilhnois, and ‘aa to the states 


An act to establish a port of entry at Saluria, in the 


es Ani Biers wr 


ace . ESM eS 
eS Sa aE EO ee 
Tae eat 


oe. OS a 


+B 
€ 
bie 
ue 
a 
Me 
aA 
+f 
" 


stp itty aya 













































































































Se NE en ge 


24 NILES’ NATIONAL REGIS TER—MARCH 13, 1847—SPEECH OF MR. BENTON. 


2 eee mnnnnre— 9 > = on 








Joiat resolution relative to the preparation and pre- 
sentation of medals to certain French, British, and Spa- 
nish officers. 

Joint resolution of thanks to Major General Zachary 
Taylor, the officers and soldiers under his command, for 
their conduct in storming the city of Momerey. 


PRIVATE ACTS. 
Bulls originating in the Sena’e. 

An act granting pension to Joseph Morrison. 

Acis fur the relief ‘Thomas Boronel!—Joha Stockton, 
Jate lieut. U.S. AA—Wm. B. Keen— George Gs trdon— 
Peter Prost—Elijah White and others—Thos. Blanch- 
ard—Hobson Jones—George Roush—Andrew Moore— 
the heirs of Louis de la Houssaye—confirming the claim 
of the heirs and legal representatives of Pierre Dufresne 
to a tract of land—to grant a right of pre-emption tuo 
Philip F. Dering and Robert H. Champion to a tract of 
mineral land—for the relief of James S. Conway—of 
Francis Sommeraver—resolution to correct an error in 
the act of June 17, 1844, for the relief of Mary Ann 
Linton—an act to authorize the issuing of a new regis- 
ter for the American barque ‘‘Pons,” of Philadelphia, by 
the name of the “Cordelia”—to authorize issuing a re- 
gister to the brigantine “Ocean Queen”—authorizing 
the issue of a new register to the brig *‘ Leverett.” 


PRIVATE ACTS. 
Bills originating in the House 

An act granting a pension to Patrick Ke!ly—do. to 
er Chatfield—to increase the pension of Ruswell 

ale. 

Acts for the relief of Ray Tompkins and others, the 
children and heirs at law of Daniel D. Tompkins-—fer 
relief of Joshua Shaw—of Julius Eldred, Elisha E!- 
dred, and Francis E. Eldred, for expenses and services 
in removing the copper rock from Lake Superior—Jo- 
ae Warren Newcomb—the citizens of Beetown, in 

isconsin—W. P. S. Sanger and George de la Roche 
—Dr. Clarke Lillybridge—Frederick Hopkins, of Che- 
nango, New York—the heirs of Sergeant Major John 
Champe—James Jones, of Brooklyn—-the legal repre- 
sentatives of ‘Thomas Shields—Susan Brum—Elizabeth 
Adams—Thomas N. Newell—Henry La Reintree— 
James H. Conley—-Wm. N. Walthali—the widow and 
heirs of John B. Chaudonia—Jacob L. Vance—Jusiah 
Haskell—James Walliams—the assiznees of the late 
Bank of Alexandria—Harvey Reyno!ds—Catharine Ste- 
venson-—-Ann Clayton—Eliza’th Fitch—Thankful Rey- 
nolds—Elizabeth Calkins, the widow of Silas Winans 
—Jonathan Hoyt—Edith Ramey—C. Stewart and oth- 
ers—the estates of Benj. Metoyer and Francois Gaien- 
nie—Isaac Guess—ihe heirs of Hyacinth Lasselle—Jas. 
Green, of Fauquier, Virginia— Wilfred Knoti— Bernard 
O’Neil—Jolin Pickett and others—Harrison Whisoi— 
Job Hawkins—Juhn Speakmen—the legal representa- 


a proposition asthe latter would, I think, receive 


| With the labor of free men—and, above all, disguise 


ition of our independence—at the period of our 





favor from no quarter; and yet, in my judgment, the 
question of power is identical. To prohibit slavery, 
and to establish slavery, are but the opposite exer- 
tion of the same power. I can vote for neither.— 
Having expressed this opinion, it is due to myself, 
and to convictions long and unalterably fixed, to 
state the opinion | entertain upon the institution of 
slavery itself. [ have no opinion which | wish to 
conceal upon any question, whether it arises prema 

turely or not, if 1t does arise, ] believe, and have 
ever believed, since 1 was capable of thought, that 
it is a great affliction to any country where it pre- 
vails; and so believing, | can never vote for any 
measure calculated to enlarge its area, or to render 
more permanent its duration. In some latitudes, and 
for some agricultural staples, slave labor may be, to 
the master, the most valuable species of labor, 
though this I greatly doubt. In others, and particu- 
larly in my own state, | am convinced that it is the 
very dearest species of labor, and in all, as far as 
national wealth and power, and happiness are con- 
cerned, | ain persuaded it admits of no comparison 


itas we may, if the laws of population shall] not be 
changed by Providence, or mat’s nature shall not be 
changed, it is an institution, sooner or later, pregnant 
with fearful peril. Jt is unnecessary, and would be 
improper to enlarge upon such a topic. In my own 
state, sir, | am Satisfied that, but for the movements 
of political abolitionists, slavery would scarcely now 
have existed. The current of public opinion was 
all setting towards its gradual extinction. Laws 
were passed to encourage and facilitate manumis- 
sion, but these movements have changed this cpinion, 
and caused laws to be modified, almost to the pro- 
hibition of freedom. The opinion | hold upon this 
institution is not now for the first time formed or 
expressed by a southern man. The history of the 
country proves this. At the period of the declara- 


adoption of the constitution—there was but one sen- 
timent upon the subject amongst enlightened south- 
ern statesmen. What | have said was, on every 
proper occasion, more forcibly said by them, and, 
as foremost amongst them, by Mr. Jefferson and 
| Mr. Madison, and, as far as I know, their opinion 
was ever unchanged. I do most earnestly hope, 
therefore, and | believe, that if the south is Jeft to 
itself—aifl the north does not interfere with us--before 





tives of John Lanson—the heirs and legal representa- 


tives of John Smith ['—Capt. James Pennoyer—the le: | 


gal representatives of William Bunce—Willinm Causey 
—John 
gon, late marshal of the district of Vermont—Joseph 
Gideon— Lewis C. Sartori—'egal representatives of Jo- 
seph E. Primeau and Thomas J. Chapman—George B. 
Russell and others—the legal representatives of Si- 
mon Spalding—legal representatives of James H. 
Clark—Mary Segar and Elisha Dennison, adiminis- 
trator of Phesix Carpenter Ellis—Zachariah Simmons, 
of Tennessee—to prohibit the sale at private entry of 
certain lands in Cincinnati, Ohio—the relief of Wm. B. 
Stokes, surviving partner of John N. C. Stockton & Co. 
—of the children of Stephen Johnson, deceased—of M. 
A. Price and E. A. White—authorizing and directing 
the examination and settlement of the claims of Alex. 
ander M. Cumming—lor the settlement of the accoun s 
of Purser G. R. Bar:y—retief of John and Charles 
Bruce. 

The above comprise all the acts and resolutions tha: 
have passed during the session. 
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MR. REVERDY JOHNSON’S SPEECH ON 


THE WILMOT PROVISO. 





On Monday, when the ‘Wilmot Proviso” was un- 
der discussion in the senate, Mr. R. Johnson, of Md.., 
spoke as follows: 

Before the sense of the senate is taken upon this 
measure, | rise to state, very succinctly, the reasons 
for my vote. I am opposed to any clause prohibiting 
slavery in territory which may be acquired by the 
United States; but my opposition is exclusively found- 
ed upon constitutional grounds. It 1s too late to argue | 
it. LIcan onlystate my opinion. [| think itapparent | 
from the general spirit of the constitution, that the, 
states were intended to be, at all times, equal, and in | 
all things equal; that the equality was not designed | 
to be broken in upon in regard to territory which | 
might thereafter become the property of the United | 


States by their common efforts and common means. | Col. Benton’s and Mr. CaLuoun’s statements as to 
who it was that caused the existing war with Mex?- 


1 hold it to be clear that if a clause like this is insert- | 
ed, the citizens of the states where slavery exists 
will be practically excluded from settling, in any 
way, in territory which may become ours under this | 
bill. In my opinion, that effect is as certain and ab- 
solute as if they were, in terms, excluded. I! sla- 
very can be permanently prohibited, so that the pro- 
hibition wi!! be binding on the Union, then slavery, 
hy an epposiie pe vsion, co ff in Ike manner be 
permanently pro tlicd for y ‘aohinshed. Such 





Van Slyck—:he administrators of Joseph Ed- | 


a century shall have passed, slavery will cease to 
| exist by gradual and peaceful emancipation, and, as 
| its consequence, by increasing, instead of diminish 
| ing, the wealth and power of the states where it now 
| prevails. Aiter having said this much, it is hardly 
necessary to say that 1 differ with the honorable se- 
nator from South Carolina as to the conservative in- 
| fluence of slavery, upon our free political institu- 
tions. 1] do not hold with him, that they depend in 
any degree upon the existence of siavery. If I did, 
| LT should value them infinitely less than Ido. In my 
| Judgment, they rest upon the virtue and intelligence 
(of the people, and have their firmest support in the 
| blessings which they impart. But, sir, this is a ques- 
tion for southern men exclusively. We will admit 
|no interference with our constitutional rights.— 
| Whatever northern men may think, the south as as 
| eminent for morality, religion, and patriotism as any 
| part of the civilized globe. Not a battle field of 
| the revolution; nota conflict which has since occur- 
red; not a struggle now going on, which is not illus 
| trated by southern valor. Such men will submit to 
'no dishonor—no degradation will they suffer, aod 
|my word for it, the inequality of such a clause as 
this, will be so esteemed and resisted at every haz- 
card. I repeat, then, as you love the Union—as you 


| value our social relations—as you value the cause of 
constitutional freedom—as you deprecate civil war 


| and all the manifold calamities which ever follow 
in its train—let us be as we are. Keep out this 
| fearful element of fraternal strife—xkeEer out TER- 


St 





ly, that our government had given orders to Gen. Taylor 
to break up kis encampment at Corpus Christi, and mare, 
on to the Rio Grande. The instant I heard that, und was 
satisfied of its truth—the public at the time having no 
means of knowing the fact—TI was alarmed at the appre. 
hension of a war with Mexico; and it is true, as the 
honorable senator from South Carolina has said, that 
I did meet him here in the senate chamber, and, j, 
the course of a confidential private conversation I 
did give him the information I then possessed, ’ | 
told him sir, that I believed, unless some speedy ao. 
tion were taken either by himself or some other dis. 
tinguished gentleman who could arrest the down. 
ward tendency of things arising from that order, we 
should be plunged into a war before we could possi. 
bly save ourselves. At that time, all men who were 
acquainted with passing events and the position of 
our public affairs, were alike anxious to avuid a war 
with England, if it could be avoided consistently with 
the honor and interest of the country. All our ef. 
forts were devoted to the consideration of the best 
means by which we could, in the exercise of al! the 
prudence and judgment which God has given us, 
avert from our country 80 great a calamity as a war 
with England upon the question of boundary. It was 
in these circumstances that Il received the informa. 
tion and communicated it to the honorable senator 
from South Carolina. His first exclamation was— 
“It cannot be so! It 1s impossible!” precisely as he 
has related it in the course of this debate. 1 assured 
him it was beyond all doubt. “Then,” said he, when 
| urged that some measure be taken, ‘*w hat can be 
done?” 1, as a whig, could not move in the matier, 
and | urged that, unless the honorable senator from 
South Carolina and his friends, or some other sirong 
division of the gentiemen on the other side of the 
chamber, would move in the matter, we on the 
whig side should be utterly powerless. T'he bonor. 
able gentleman was al that time, as he has very pro- 
perly stated devoted to the same great object which 
' | confess absorbed my own mind and the minds of 
those around me—the prevention of a war with Eng. 
land; and he declined to move, lest his usefulness on 
that great question shculd be in any degree contract. 
ed. In the course oi a short time alter that— 

Mr. Calhoun—* The first conversalion was in Janua 
ry, when you announced the fact: and the second conver- 
sation was in February ” 

Mr. Clayton—* Yes, the senator te right. Thus, Mr. 
President, i felt exonerated from all responsibility in 
the matter.” ° ° + ° ° * 

“On the 24th of April, end between the hours of 
twelve and one o’clock on that day. I was talking 
with my friend from Kentucky behind me, (Mr. 
Morehead,) and I said 1] had no doubt that we were 
then at war with Mexico, ard 1 added, ‘] believe 
we bave had a fight.”’ Sportively we laid a small 
wager on the matter, and it turned out afterwards, 
for | made a minute of it, that 1 won the bet by about 
four hours, for Thornton’s dragoons were cut up 
about four o’clock in the morning of the same day. 
Well, these events recalled and impressed upon my 
mind this great fact, that, while the houses of con- 
gress remained in ignorance, and those who kuew 
could not move, the president of the United Statas was 
ordering the army ef the United States upon the Rio 

Grande, and taking a step of which the inevitable conse 
quence proved to be war.” e ° ° a 

“At the time war was declared, I denounced it as 
the act of the president of the United States, but | avow- 
ed myself, then, and | have ever since avowed mj- 
seif willing to vote supplies for the war. ( 
that the war was brovght on by this thing of marching 
the army, without any necessity, from Corpus Christ lo 
ihe Rio Grande; done; done, too, while congress was 
session, without one word being communicated as to the 
intention of the president of the United States, either \0 
the senate or the house, or to any committee of Cl 
ther house of congress, or, as far as | have been able 
to judge, to any member of either house of congress 
—Under these circumstances, Mr. President, the re 





| RITORY. That done, the present war will soon be 
brought to a close, and peace and prosperity be re- 
stored to the land. 

















COMMENCEMENT OF THE WAR WITH 
MEXICO. 
We have inserted, in their respective speeches, 





cv. The following testimony upon the subject we 
find in the speech delivered a few days since in the 
U.S. senate, by the Hon. Jounw M. Cuayron: 

“On that point, Mr. President, 1 desire to say a 
word. During the debate on the Oregon question, 


as it is commonly called, in 1846, and some time, a8 


I think, in the month of February of that year, } 


learned, from sources to which it is not necessary 
now to adver!) hut or. 1) 


whith | felt that T eould re-! 


| sponsibility of the war will prebably rest on him who 
| ought to bear tt.” 


| — 


on —— 
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SPEECH OF MR. BENTON, 
ON THE THREE MILLION BILL. 
ad 





In the United States Senate, Febuary 24- 


Mr. Presipent—The senator from 8. ager 
[Mr. Calhonn}, bas boldly made the issue as [0 - 
authorship of this war, and as boldly thrown Oe 
blaine of it upon the present administration. he 
the contrary, | believe himself to be the author © me 
and will give a part of my reasons for believing . 
In saying this, 1 do not consider the march to - 
Rio Grande to have been the cause of the wares 1 
more than 1 consider the British march upo? ot 
cord and Lexington to have been the cause of - 
American revolution, or the crossing of the Ruble 





I believe 
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<Cmuar to beve been the cause of the civil war inj and now the only meiilaien af that majority. He 


Rome. In all these cases, I consider the causes of | does not contradict the statement of Mr. Adams: he, 
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| for admitting her into the Union. * * * 
If events should go on as they had done, he could not 








war a8 pre-existing, and the marches as only the therefore, stands admitted the co-author of that mis- | but hope that before the close of the present session 


effects of these causes. I consider the march upon| chief to the south and west which the cession of 


the Rio Grande as being unfortunate, and certainly | Texas involved, and to escape from which it became 
should have advised against it if 1 had been consulted, | necessary, in the opinion of the senator from South 
and that without the least fear of diminishing my in- Carolina, to get back Texas at the expense of war 
fuence in the settlement of the Oregon question. My | with Mexico. This conduct of the senator in giving 
opinion of Mr. Polk—and experience in that very | away Texas is an enigma which he has never yet 
Oregon case has confirmed it—did not authorize me | condescended to explain, and which, until explained, 
to conjecture that any one would lose influence with | leaves him in a state of self-contradiction, which, 
him by giving him honest opinions; so 1 would have| whether it impairs his own confidence in himself or 
advised against the march to the Rio Grande if 1 had | not, must have the effect of destroying the confidence 
been consulted. Nor do I see how any opinion ad- | of others in him, and wholly di-qualifies him for the 
verse to the President's was to have the effect of les-| office of champion of the slaveholding states. It 
sening his influence in the settlement of the Oregon | was the heaviest blow they had ever received, and 
question. That question was settled by us, not by| put an end, in conjunction wiih the Missouri ccm- 
the president. Half the democratic senators went) promise, and the permanent location of the Indians 
contrary to the president’s opinion, and none of them | west of the Mississippi, to ther future growth or 
Jost influence with him on that account; and so | can | extension as slave stales. 
see no possible connexion between the facts of the The compromise which was then in full progress, 
case and the senator’s reason for not interfering to| and established at the next session of congress, cul 
save bis country from the war which, he says he | off the slave states from all territory north and west 
saw. His reason to me is unintelligible, incompre- | of Missouri, and south of 363 degrees of north lati 
hensible, unconnectible with the facts of the case. 
But the march on the Rio Grande was not the | that degree, comprehending not only all Texas; but 
cause of the war; but the causes of this event, like | a large part of the valley of the Mississippi on the 
the causes of our own revolutionary war, were in| Red river and the Arkansas, lo a foreign power, and 
progress long before hostilities broke out. The causes | brought a non slaveholding empire to the eoltifines of 
of this Mexican war were Jong anterior to this march; , Louisiana and Arkansas: the permanent appropria- 
and, in fact, every circumstance of war then existed, ; ion of the rest of the lerritory for the abode of civi 
except the actual collision of arws. Diplomatic in-| lized Indians swept the little slaveholding territury 
tercourse had ceased: commerce was destroyed: | wesi of Arkansas, apd lying be-ween the compromise 
fleets and armies confrovted each other: treaties | line and the session line; and Icft the slave states 
were declared to be broken: the contingency had | without one inch of ground for their future growth. 





occurred in which Mexico had denounced the ex- | Nothing was left. Even the then territory of Ar- | 


istence of war: the incorporation of Texas, with a| kansas was encroached upon. A breadth of forty 


Mexican war on her hands, had produced in legal miles wise, and three hundred long was cut off frou 


contemplation, the status belli between the two coun: ‘her, and given to the Cherokees; and there was not 


tries: and all this had occurred before the march, a8 much slave territury Je.t west of the Mississippi | 


upon the Rio Grande, and before the commencement | a8 a dove could have rested the sole ol her fout upun. 
of this administration, and had produced a state of | It was not merely a curtailment but a total extinc- 


things which it was impossible to continue, and which tion of slaveholding territory; and done at a time | 


of congress they would not only acknowledge the in- 
dependence of Texas, but admit her into the Union. 
He hoped there would be no unnecessary delay, for 
in such cases delays were dangerous—but that they 
would act with unanimity, and act promptly.” 
Here, then, is the prvof of the fact that, ten years 
ago, and without a word of explanation with \iexico, 
or any request from Texas—without the least notice 
to the American people, or time for deliberation 
among ourvelves, or any regard to existing com- 
merce-—he was for plunging us into instant war with 
Mexico. I say, instant war; for Mexicoand Texas 
were then in open war; and to incorporate Texas, 
was to incorporate the warat the same time. All 
this the senator was then for, immediately after his 
ewn gratuitous cession of Texas, and long before the 
invention of the Londen abolition plot caine so op- 
portunely to his aid.  Promptness and unanimity 
were then his watchwerds. Immediate action—ac 





tion before congress adjourned—was his demand.— 


|Nodelay. Delays were dangerous. We must vote, 
tude; the treaty of 1819 ceved nearly all south of | 


and vote unanimously and promptly. IL wellremem- 
ber the senator’s louk, and attitule on that occasion, 
the Gxedness of his look and the magisteriality of his 
attitude. It was such as he often favors us with, espe- 
cially when he isin acrisis, and brings forward some- 
thing which ought to be instantly and unanimously 
rejected-—as when he brought in his string of ab- 
siractions on Thursday last. So it was in 1836— 
prompt and unanimons action, and a look to put down 
opposition. But the senate were not looked down 














in 1836. They promptly and unanimously refused 
the senator’s motion! and the erisis and danger— 
good-natured souls! —immedtately postponed them- 
selves until wanted for another occasion. 

The peace of the country was then saved; bit it 
wasarespileo ly, aud the speech of the senator 
from South Caroiina, brief as it was, becomes mo- 
mentous as lore-shad »wing everything that has sub- 
sequently taken place in relation to the admi-sion 


would only receive the solution from arms or nego. When the Missouri coutroveisy was raging, and every | of 'exas. If this brief speech we have the shadows 
tiation. The march to the Rio Grande brought on effort made by northern abolitionists to stop the | of all future movements, coming in procession—in 
the collision of arms; but,so far from being the cause growth of slave states. The senator from S. Carolina, | advance of the events. In the signifievnt intimation, 


of the war, it was itself the effect of these causes.—_ in liis support of ‘Texas, and ceding a partof the val | qualified with the if 





‘the Texans prudently 


The senator from 8. Carolina is the author of those, ley of the Mississippi, was then the most efficient | managed their affairs, they (the Senate) might soon be 
eauses, and therefore the author of the war; and this ally of the restrictionists al that lime, and deprives | called upon to decide the question of admission.” Iu that 
| propose to show, at present, by evidence drawn | him of the right of setting up as the champton of the | preguant anc qualified tntimauion, there was a visi- 
frum bimself—from his public official acis—leaving | slave states now. I denounced the sacrifice of Texas | ble doubt that the Texans might not be prudent 


all the evidence werived trom other sources, frou | then, believing Mr. Adams to have been the author | 


private and unofficial acts, for future production, if | of it: 1 denounce it now, knowing the senator frou 
deemed necessary. |South Carolina to be its author: and for this—this 

The senator from South Carolina, in his effort to. flagrant recreancy— to the siave interest in the hour | 
throw the blame of the war upon the president, goes | of their utmost peril—I bold him disqualified for the 
po further back in search for causes than to this | office of champion of the fourteen slave states, aud 
march upon the Rio Grande: upon the same princi | Shail certainly require him to keep out ef Missouri, 
ple, if he wrote a history of the American revolu- | and contine himself to his own Dailiwick. 
lion, he would begin at the march upon Lexington | 1 come now to the direct proofs of the senator's 
and Concord, leaving out of view the ten years work | authorship of the war, and begin with the year 1LoJb, 
of Lord North's administration. No, the march upon | 294 With the month of May of that year, aud with | 
the Rio Grande was not the cause of the wai: had it | te 27th day of that month, and with the fret rue | 
hot been for pre-existing causes, the arrival of the | M0FS of the victory of San Jacinto, The congress | 
American army on the Mexican frontier would have | 2! the United States was then in session; the senator | 
been saluted with military courtesy, aecording to | from South Carolina was thea a member of this bo- 
Wie usage of all civilized nations, and none so much | 4J, aod, without ever waiting for the official coutir- 
Swilh the Spaniards. Complimentary visits, din- | @4tob ol the greal event, he proposed at olice the 
bers, and fundangoes, balls—not cannon balls—wouild immediate recognition of the independence of ‘I exas, 
have been the salutation. The causes of the war are | 89d her bumediate adwission into this union. He 
long aulerior; and 1 begin with the beginuing, and | PUl the two propositious together—recognilion aud 
thow the senator from South C.rolina an ector from | #4mission: and allowed us no further me for the) 








ie country, for the president represents the country. | vene before ihe official inteiligence of the victory 
Ne senator from South Carelina charges the war| Should arrive. Here are some exiracts from tins 
Upon the president: the whole opposition follow him: | speech on that Occasion, and which verily whiar 
he bili under discussion is furgotten; crimination of | ! 4, and show that he was then ready to plunge 
lhe president is now the object; and, in that crimina- | we country into the Texan war with Mexico, withvut 


~~ ihe country is injured by being made to appear | the slightest regard to its treulies, Is Commerce, lis 
‘eggressor in the war. This is my justification, ties and its character: 





A ending ihe president, and showing the truth Mr. Calhoun was of opinion that it would add more | 
tal Uh 
‘the (ue Cause of the war. /uutil they received official coufirmation of the victo- | 
_'l@ cession of Texas to Spain in 1819 is the be-| ry and capture of Santa Anna, in order to oblain a| 
“Ding point im the chain of causes which have led| more unanimous vole in favor of the recognitivn ol | 
g° this War; for unless the country had been ceded | ‘l'exas , 7 ° * He had made up his| 
"ay, there could have been no quarrel with any | mind not only to recognize the independence of [ex | 
oh in getting it back. For a long time the ne-| as, but for her admissivy tut this Union; and if the! 
aay. Of that treaty of cession, (Mr. J.Q. Adams),| lexans managed tueir aflairs prudently, they would 
re all the blame of the loss of ‘I’exas; aud his mo-| svon be called upon to decide that question. Vhere | 
ob lor giving it away were set down to hostility | were powerlul reasons wiiy l'exas should be u part, 
oe South and west, and a desire to clip the wings| of the Union. ‘The southern states owning a slave 
6 © slaveholding states. Atlast the truth of history | population, were deeply interesied in preventing that) 
vl ‘indicated itself, and has shown who was the| country from having the power lo annoy them; and | 
i Sulhor of that mischief to the south and west.| the navigating and ganulacturing interests of the| 
a dais has made a public declaration, which no| north and east were equally interested in making it 
raters that that cession was made in con-| a part of this Union. He thought they would agen | 
ne y to the decision of Mr. Monroe’s cabinet,| be called on to decide these questions; and when 
Mt of which was slaveholding, and among) they did act on it, he was for aciing on both to geth- | 
We present senator from South Carolina, | er—for recognizing the mdependence of Texas, and! 





evough to manage their own affairs, and might re. 
quire help; and also a visible feeling of that pater- 
nal guardianship which aflerward assumed the man- 
agement of their affairs for them. In the admoni- 
lions to unanimity, (here was that devunciation of 
any difference of opinion which afterwards display- 
ed ilseil in the ferocious hunting down of all whe 
Opposed the Texas treaty. Inthe reference to the 
southern slavery, and annoyance to slavery, and an- 
noyance to siave property froin Texas, we have the 
germ of the ‘‘self defence” leiter, and the first gliupse 
of the abolitiom plot of John Andrews, Ashbel Smith, 
Lord Aberdeen—i beg pardon of Lord Aberdeen for 
naming him in such a counexion—and the world’s 
convention, with which Mexico, Texas, and the Uni- 
le) States were mystificd and bambvozled iu April, 
1844. And in the interests of the wanuiacturing and 
navigating states of the north and east, as convected 
with Texas admission, we have the text of alt the 
communications to che agent, Murphy, and of all the 
letters and speeches tu which the ‘Texas question, 
seven years allerwards gave rise. We have all these 
subsequent events here shadowed forth. And now, 
the wonder is, why all these things were not foreseen 
a little while before, when Texas was being ceded 
toa non slave holding empire? and why, alter being 


so imminent and deadly in May, 1836, ali these dan- 
gers suddenly went to sleep, and never waked up 


again until 1844? These are wonders: but Jet us not 


anticipate questions, aud let us proceed with the nar- 
¢ senator, in bis manner of acquiring Texas, | strength to the cause of ‘f'exas to wait for a lew days) rative, 


The congress of 1836 would not admit Texas. 
The senator from South Carolina became patient: 
the ‘Texas question went to sleep; and for seven good 
years it made no disturbance. Jt then woke up, 


and with asuddenness and vislence proportioned to 


its long repose. Mr. Tyler was then president: the 
senator from South Carolina was potent under his 
administration, and soun became his secretary of 
State. Ali the springs of intvigue and diplomacy 
were immediately set in motion to resuscilate the 
‘Texas question, and to re invest it with all the dan- 
gers and alarms which ut had worn in 1836. Pas- 
sing over all the dangers of annoyance from Texas 
as possibly non slaveholding, foreseen by tie senator 
in 1836, and not foreseen by him in 1819, with all the 
need of guardianship then foreshadowed and ali the 
arguments then suggested: all these immediately de- 
veloped themselves, and intriguing agents traversed 
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earth and sea, from Washington to Texas and from |s0 that no impediment shall be found requiring fur-|for time was short, and Texas must be had; ang in th 
London to Mexico.— passing over all this as belong- | ther or other powers, or further or other instructions. | Mesars. Henderson and Van Zandt would not even of th 
ing toa class of evidence not now to be used, I come | But, inasmuch as the commissioners of Texas now | begin to treat without a renewal of the pledge given force 
at once to the Jetter of the 17th of January, frem|in Mexico, in treaty or negotiation touching an ar-| by Mr. Murphy. ‘That had been cancelled in writ. and 
the Texan minister to Mr. Upshur, the American | mistice, are supposed not have concluded their la-| ing, and the cancellation had gone to Texas, and had ing t 
secretary of State; and the answer of that letter by | bors, and it isclear to the president of Texas that | beea made on high constitutional ground. The new that 
Mr. Calhoun, of 11th of April of same year. They |s» soon as this negotiation in relation to annexation is | Secretary was profuse of verbal assurances, and even ak 
are both vital in this case; and the first is in these | knowt to he government of Mexico, all negotiation on | permitted the ministers to take down his words jp Febr 
words: that and allother questions between Texas and Mex. | wriling, and read them over to him, as was shown In 

MR. VAN ZANDT TO MR. UPSHUR. ico will cease, and that the president of Mexien| by the senator from Texas, (Gen. Houston) when he 11th, 
“LEGATION oF TEXAS, will instantly commence active hostilities against | spoke on this subject on Thursday last. But verba] diate. 
“‘ Washington, January 17, 1844. | Texas, which Texas is wholly unprepared, by sea or | a88urances, or memoranda of conversations would coast 

“Sir: It is known to you that an armistice has been | land, to resist,—it is understood that the government | not do. in his 
ploclaimed between Mexico and Texas; that that ar-/of the United States, having invited Texas to this} The instructions under which the ministers acted Hous 
mistice has been obtained through the intervention | negotiation, will at once, and before any negotiation | required the pledge to be in writing, and properly it unc 
of several great powers, mutually friendly; and (that| is set on foot, place a sufficient naval force in the| signed. The then president, present senator from not t 
negotiations are now pending, having for their object | the Gulf to proteet the coast of ‘Texas, and hold | Texas, who had been a lawyer in Tennessee before our’ sé 
asettlement of the difficulties heretofore existing | a sufficient force of cavalry, or other description of | he went to Texas, seemed to look upon il as a cage paper 
between thetwocountries. A proposition, likewise, | mounted troops, on the southwestern border of the| under the statute of fraud and perjuries—a sixth pot te 
having been submitted by the president of the Uni- | United States, in readiness to protect or aid in the | case added to the five enumerated in that-atatute— and re 
ted States, through you, for the annexation of Tex-| provection of Texas pending the proposed vegotiation | in which the promise is not valid, unless reduced to os 
as to this country, therefore, (without indicating the | for annexation. I trust my government will at once | Writing, and signed by the person to be charged that tt 
nature of reply which the president of Texas may | see the propriety of this course of policy, for 1 found | therewith, or by some other person duly authorised poner A 
direct to be made to this proposition) | beg leave to | it impossible to induce this government to enter hear- | by him to sign for him. The firmness of the Texan would 
suggest that it may be apprehended, should a treaty | tily into the measure of annexation without an assur- | Minister, under the instructions of President Hous. if the 
of annexation be concluded, Mexico may think pro- | rance that my government would not fail to guard | ton, prevailed; aud at last, and after long delay, the +r ar 
per to at once terminate the armistice, break all ne- | Texas against all the evils which were likely to as—| Secretary wrote, and signed the pledge whieh Murphy okier 
gotiations for peace, and again threaten or com-| sail Texas in consequence of her meeting and com- had given, and in all the amplitude of his original b *, ) 
mence hostilities against Texas; and that some of | plying with the wishes of the United States.” promise. That letter was dated on the 11th day of rth t 
the other governments who have been instrumenta! Denial of the knowledge of the existence of the | April, 1844, and was in these words: d 
in obtaining their cession, if they do not throw their | armistice, and of the opening o! negotiations, was,| ‘Mr. Calhoun to Messrs. Van Zandt and Henderson, ade 
influence into the Mexican scale, may altogether|therefore, impossible Mr. Upshur, to whom the “Washington, April 11, 1844. ha . 
withdraw their good offices of mediation, thus losing | letter of the 17th of January was addressed, gave it ‘“‘GENTLEMEN: The letter addressed by Mr. Van pene 
to Texas their friendship and exposing her to the un | no answer atvall. During the forty days that his! Zandt to the late secretary of state, Mr. Upshur, to oadd rh 
restrained menaces of Mexico. In view, then, of | life was spared, he answered not; and | mention this| which you have called my attention, dated Washing. his an 
these things, 1 desire to submit, through you, to his! particularly in justice to the memory of a gentiema: | ton, 17th January, 1844, has been laid before the wht " 
excellency the president of the U. S., this inquiry;; who isne more. Mr. Nelson, the attorney-general, president of the Unite States. out at 
should the president Texas accede to the pro | his temporary successor in (he depariment of state. “In reply to it, | am directed by the president to tracts f 
pentere of annexation, would the president of the} did not not answer it to the Texan minister in Wash- say that the secretary of the navy has been instruct- 

nited States, alter the signing of the treaty, and| ington, but he did to Mr. Murphy in Texas, in reply | ed to order a strong naval force to concentrate in the 
before it shall ve ratified and receive the final ac-/|to his communication to the same effect with the| Gulf of Mexico, to meet any emergency; and that “Att 
tion of the other branches of both governments, in| letter. Mr. Nelson’s letter is dated the Ilth of} similar orders bave been issued by the secretary of declare 
case Texas should desire it, or with her consent, or-| March, ands in these words: war, to move the disposable military forces on our ing, by 
der such number of the military and naval forces of} “Of the anxiety of the president to provide for the | southwestern frontier, for the sause purpose. Stiould Texas, | 
the United States to such necessary points or places | annexation of the territory of Texas to that of the| the exigency arise to which you refer in your note to perfe 
upon the territory, or borders «f Texas, or the Gulf | United States, you have been heretofore apprized— | to Mr. Upshur, Lam further directed by the pre. invade, | 
of Mexico, as shail be suthcieut to protect her against | and of his readiness, by negotiation, promptly to ef-| sident to say, that, during the pendency of the portion. 
foreign aggression: | fectuate this desire, you are wellaware. He regards treaty of annexation, be would deem it his duty beration 

“This communication, as wel) as the reply which | the measure as one of vital importance to both par-|to use all the means placed within his power by hostile a 
you muy make, will be considered by me as entirely | ties, and as recommended by the highest considera-|the constitution to protect Texas from all foreiga the emp 
confidevtial, not to be embraced in my regular offi- | tions of a sound public policy. invasion. Ihave the honor to be, &e. to drive 
cial correspondence to my government, bul enclosed ‘*Eatertaining these views, the president is grati- “J, C. CALHOUN. 
direct to the president of lexas for his information. | fied to perceive, in the course you have pursued in ‘‘Measrs. [. Van Zandt, and J. P. Henderson, 

**With assurances olf my great regard, I have the your intercourse with the authorities of Texas, the ‘¢ Ministers from the Republic of Texas.” "In m. 
honor to be, very respectinily, your obedient ser- | evidence ef a cordial co-operation in this cherished + month, | 
vanl, “ISAAC VAN ZANDT. objectof his policy; but instructs me to say that This is the answer given by Mr. Secretary Cal. ment, th 

“Hon. A. P. Upsnur, &e. whilst approving the general tone and tenor of that houn to the demand; and although a little delphic in of T'exa: 

This letter reveals the true state of the Texas ques- | intercourse, he regrets lo perceive, in the pledges the 5 fo epg uf the enere ont Se os age pe of t 
tion in January, 1844, and the conJuct of all parties | given by you i your communication to the Hon. An- Pas oy ngs, eee it ake . om FOG r rong = wae wi 
in relation to it. ‘exas and Mexico, weary of the | sen Jones of the 14th February, that you have suffer-| '@ken 10 connexion wi P  POCRA: OX: See Sueree * eae s 

osing under an armistice, and treating for | €d your zeal to carry you beyond the line of your which it was an answer, and to which it refers Is . the n 
pried Pagans in : S instructi ni , d ,. | sufficientiy explicit to show that it isa clear and ab- been issu 
peace. Great Britain and France acting the novle instructions, and to commit the president to ineas— P a eka ae hich M ager a S8u 

f mediators, and endeavoring to make peace. | ures for which he has no constituttonal authority to} $° ule promise to do the thing which Murphy 08 enabli 
~— : : ir promised, and which President Tyler, through the ders Ge 

Our own government secretly intriguing for annnex- | stipulate. att oe : ntl dD ‘ n 

beg naty bre an iorney general, Mr. Nelson, had refused to do, be directly y 
ation, acting the wicked part of mischiel-makers, ‘The employment of the ermy or navy against a pieee ianeaiued © cloitian of thnaoiion of ject, and 
and trying to renew the war, and the issue of its | foreign power, with which the United States are at see iidsted Mtates, The promise was clear and ex- nitibe wi 
machinations lo be unsuccesstul unless the U. States | peace, is not within the competency of the presi- plicit to lend the army and navy to the president of accredite 
ghould be involved in the renewed hos ulties. That} dent; and whilst be is not indispused, as a measure , Pot eels 

» fe ; Be aca E Fe exas, to fizht the Mexicans while they were at Municatic 
was the question; aud the letter openly puts it to the | of prudent precaution, and as preliminary to the ence with us. Thai wes the noini-~ai neces with made 
secretary of state. ‘he anewer to that question, in| proposed negotiation, to concentrate in the Gulf of - Mr Te ae Arh mht a at he explicit at ihe de, 

my opinion, should have been, that the president of | Siexico, and on the southern durders of the United <> tied point; Sol chad a2 At http os ye at Mioe “I 

the United States did not Know of the arinistice and | States, a naval military foree to be directed to the diction or folly should be wanting to crown this plot for it—th 

the peace negotiations at the tte that he proposed | defence of the inhabitants aud territory of Texas of crime and imbecility, it so happened that on the we intrige 
to fexas to do an act which would ve a ates | at a proper lime, he caunut permit the authoriles ol same day that our new secretary here was giving @g00d fe 

violation of Lhose secred engagements, and bring | that government or yoursell to labor under the mis his written assumpsit to lend the army and navy (0 Where a b 

upon herself the scourge of renewed Ipvasion aud | appretiension that he bas power to employ them at fight Mexico while we were at peace with her, the the fivht 

the stigma of pertidy—ihat he would not have | the period indicated by your stipulations. ageut Murphy was communicating to the Texan go hot en b a; 

made such a proposal tor the whole round world, he; “Ot these impressious, Mr. Van Zaudt, the charge 4 hk 4 retusa! of Mr. ‘lyler, through Mr. ‘he payed 

had known ot the armistice and the peace negotia- | d’affairs of the ‘Texan government, lias been, and Stelean i pe yy eal te 7 in the or dal we weno 

lisns—thal he wished success to the peace-imakers, 'Geseral Henderson, who ts danly expecied here, rea the ee of Mr. * il hy with Me a 

both for the sake ol Mexico and Texas, und because will be fully advertised. In the wean time, the pre- ‘ is ‘ ts exi 

‘Texas could then come into the Union without the} sident desires that you will al once contermand your ** Mr. Murphy to Mr. Jones. them! On 

jeast interruption to our Iriendly, commercial, and instructions tu Lieui. Davis, a» ftaras they are in con- ‘Legation of the United States, from iners 

tucial relations wil our sister republic Of Mexico; | flict with these views. * Galveston, ( Texas, ) April 12, 1844. sit Preps 

and thal, as to secretly leuding the army and navy | “In any emergency that may occur, care wili be “Sir: The undetsigned, charge d’affairs of the and thee {c 

ol the United S.ates to Texas to fight Mexice while | taken that the commanders oi the naval and military | United States near the government of the republic ee n by 

we were alpeace with her, it would be a crime | forces of the United States shall be property instruc- | of Texas, has the honor to infurm Mr. Jones, that aid ister 

against God and man, and our own constitution, tor/ed. Your request that they may be placed under | whilst his government approves of the general tone at Bésien’ | 

which heads might be brought lo the block, if presi- | your control cannot be gratified.” and tenor oi his iniercouse with the government 0 Point in e 

dents and their secretaries, ike consutuiional kings | ‘Phis is very constituttunal and proper language;| the republic of Texas, a regret 1s felt in perceiving Biten b ya 

ung ministers, Should be held capitlaily responsivie | and if it had not been reversed, there wvuuld have] that his zeal for the accouiplishment of objects ve of Mr ts 
‘or capital crimes. ‘This; in my opinion should have | been no war with Mexico. But it was reversed.—/| beneficial and interesting to both countries bad m9? no War! A 

been the answer. But the first partof it—that of | Soon after it was written, the present senator Irom) him beyond the strict line of his instructions; je and thie t 

ithe scienter upen the point of the armistice and the) South Carolina took the chair of the department o:| the president of the United States considers rire ‘he Victor 

peace negouutions—could not be given in port of | state. Mr. Pinckney Henderson, whom Mr. Mur-| restrained by the constitution of the Union from | : recovered b 

fact; fur ihe department of state was fuil of com-| phy mentions as coming on with full powers, on} employment of the army and navy againsts forels Public the b 
muuiculions giving that imformation—one of them | the faith of the pledge he hod given, arrived also;| power with whom the United States are at pesceit retary ir : 
irom the agent, (Murphy,) io these words: }and found that pledge entirely cancelled by Mr.} that whilst the president of the United States is . rernmene li 

“The powers lo be given to general Henderson | Tyler’s answer through Mr. Neilson; and he utterly | disposed, as a measure of precaution, and as ane" and ack: » a 
are to pe of the luliest and most complete character, | retused to treat. ‘he new secretary was in a strait;! minary to the proposed negotiation, to concentra 10W 
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in the Gulf of Mexico, and on the southern borders 
of the United States a sufficient naval and military 
force, to be directed to the defence of the inhabitants 
and territory of Texas at a proper time, he is unwill- 
jng that the authorities of ‘exas should apprehend 
that he has the power to employ this force at the 

eriod indicated in my note to you of the 14th of 
February last.” 

In conformity with the secretary’s letter of April 
1lth, detachments of the army and navy were imme- 
diately sent to the frontiers of Texas, and to the 
coast of Mexico. The senator from South Carolina, 
in his colloquy with the senator from Texas (Gen. 
Housten) on Thursday last, seemed anxious to have 
it understood that these land and naval forces were 
not to repel invasions, but only to report them to 
our government, for its report to congress, The 
paper read by the senator from Texas, consisting of 
our secretary’s words, taken down in his presence, 
and read over to him for his correction by the Tex- 
an ministers, establishes the contrary; and shows 


that the repuise of the invasion was in the mean, 


time to be made. And, in fact, any other course 
would have been a fraud upon the promise. For, 
if the invasion had to be made known at Washing: 
ton, and the sense of congress taken on the question 
of repelling it, certainly, in the mean time, the mis- 
chief would have been done—the invasion would 
have been made; and, therefore, to be consistent 
with himself, the president in the mean time was 
bound to repel the invasion, without waiting to hear 
what congress would say about it. And this is what 
he himself tells us in his two messages to the senate, 
of the 15th and 31st of May, doubtless written by his 
secretary of siate, and both avowing and justifying 
his intention to fight Mexico, in case of invasion, 
while the treaty of annexation'was depending with 


out awaiting the action of congress. Here are ex- 
tracts from these messages. 


Message, 15th of May— Extract. 

“At the same time, itis due to myself that I should 
declare 1t as my opinion, that the United States hav- 
ing, by the treaty of annexation, acquired a title lo 
Texas, which requires only the action of the senate 
to perfect it, no other power should be permitted to 
invade, and, by torce of arms, to possess itself of any 
portion of the territory of Texas, pending your deli- 
berations upon the treaty, without placing itself in a 
hostile attitude to the United States, and justifying 


the employment of any military means at our disposal 
to drive back the invasion.” 


Message, 31st of May— Extract. 


‘In my message to the senate of the 15th of this 
month, | adverted to the duty which, in my judg- 
ment, the signature of the treaty for the annexation 
of Texas had imposed upon me, to repel any inva- 
sion of that country by a foreign power, while the 
treaty was under consideration in the senate; and | 
lransmitted reports from the secretaries of war and 
of the navy, with a copy of the orders which had 
been issued from those departments for the purpose 
of enabling me to execute that duty. In those or 
ders General ‘l'aylor was directed to communicate 
directly with the president of Texas upon the sub- 
ject, and Captain Conner was instructed to commu- 
nicate with the charge d’affairs of the United States 
accredited to that government. No copy of any com- 
munication which either of those officers may have 
made pursuant to those orders has yet been received 
al the departments from which they emanated.” 

Here is the avowal of the fact, and the reasons 
for it—that honor required us to fight for Texas, if 
We intrigued her into a war. I admit that would be 
@good reason between individuals, and in a case 
Where a big bully should involve a little fellow in 
the fight again after he had got himself parted; but 
hot so between nations, sud under our constitution. 
The engagement to fight Mexico for ‘lexas, while 


——-- = as 





would have accomplished his object; for he had|summer of 1844, in the pay of the department of 
already surmounted the great duffeulty of the first | state, spoke the sentiments of the department of 
step—the armistice and the commencement of peace | state, and purpsued as traitors to the United States 
negotiations; and under the powerful mediation of | all who were for the peaceable annexation of Texas 
Great Britain and France, the establishment of} by settling the boundary line of Texas. with Mexico 
peace was certain. A heavenly benediction rests | simultaneously with the annexation. 


upon the peace maker; and what is blessed of God 
must succeed. 


At all events, it does not lie in the mouth of any 


maker—to say that the peaceful mediation would 
not have succeeded. Jt was the part of all men to 
have aided, and wished, and hoped for success; and 
had it not been for our secretary's letter of April 
13th, authentic facts warrant the assertion that Tex- 
as and Mexico would have made peace in the spring 
of 1844. Then Texas would have come into this 
Union as naturally, and easily, and with as little of- 
fence to anybody, as Eve went into Adam’s bosom 
in the garden of Eden. There would have been no 
more need for intriguing politicians to get her in, by 
plots and tricks, than there was for some old hag of 
a match-making belle dame, with her arts and al- 


the peace negotiations becomes the great turning 
point in the problem of the Mexican war. 


The treaty of annexation was signed, and in sign- 
ing it the secretary knew that he had made war with 
Mexico. No less than three formal notices were on 
file in the department of state, in which the Mexi- 
can government solemnly declared that it would 
consider annexaticn as equivalent to a declaration 
of war; and it was in allusion to these notices ie 
the secretary of state in his notification to Mexico 
of the signature of the treaty, said it had been sign- 
ed IN FULL VIEW OF ALL POSSIBLE CONSEQUENCES! 
meaning war as the consequence! At the same time 


ments of the army, and placed them under the com- 
mand of President Houston, and made him the judge 


were to fizht. 


This authority to the president of T-xas was con- 
tinued in full force until after the rejection of the 
treaty, and then only modified by placing the Ame- 
rican diplomatic agent in Texas between President 
Houston and the naval and military commanders, 
and making him the medium of communication be- 


man—and least of all, in the mouth of the mischief 


lurements, her philters and her potions, to get Eve | 
into Adam’s bosom. And thus, the breaking up of | 


. Here is the 
instruction under which the three hundred acted: 


‘As to the conduct of the official journal here, he 
has requested me to answer it, (your letter,) which 
request I comply with readily. 

* x ¢@ ¥ J * 

“With regard to the course of your paper you can 

take the tone of the administration from the * *# 
* * I think, however, and would recommend that 
you would confine yourself to attacks upon Benton 
showing that he has allied himself with the whigs 
on the Texas question. Quote Jackson’s letter on 
Texas, where he denounces all those as traitors to 
the country who oppose the treaty. Apply it to 
Benton. Proclaim that Benton, by attacking Mr. 
Tyler and his friends, and driving them from the 
party, is aiding the election of Mr. Clay; and charge 
him with doing this to defeat Mr. Polk, and insure 
himself the succession in 1848; and claim that full 
justice be done to the acts and motives of John Tyler 
by the leaders. Harp upon these strings. Do not 
propose the Union; ‘itis the bu-iness of the demos 
crats to do (his, and arrange it to our perfect satisfacs 
tion.” I quote here from our leading friend at the 
south. Such is the course which I reeommend, and 


which you can pursue, or not, according to your real 
attachment to the administration.” 


* * - a _ & 








of the emergeneies and exigences in which they | 


*‘Look out for my leader of to-morrow as an indi- 


cation and regard this letter as of the most strict and 
inviolate confidence of character.” 


1 make no cotiment on this letter, nor read the 


other parts of il: a time will come for that. It is an 


he suited the action to the word; he sent off detach- | original and will keep, and will prove itself. I 


merely read a paragraph now to show with what 
justice the person who was in the department of 
state when its 300 newspapers in its pay were thus 
attacking the men of peace, now sets up for the 
character of pacificator! 

(Mr. Calhoun—Dves he intend to say that I ever 
wrote such a letter? 

Mr. Benton—I read it. I say nothing. 

Mr. Cathoun—1 never wrote such a letter as that 

Mr. Benton—I have not said so. 


se 
= 


saint 


| 
| 
3) 
| 
; 
| 


; » Calhoun—1 take thi i 
tween a foreign president and our forces; but the | take this occasion to say that I 


| never exercised tie slightest influe 
forces themselves were not withdrawn. . sucess Ove ae 


They re- | 

T j : . +1 er. I never had the slightest eh 3 
mained on the Texan and \ exican frontier, waiting | Rage Mahe ghtest con.exion with it. [ 
- , oy never was a subscriber to it, and |] very raiely read 
for the exigencies and emergencies in which they were | y 


jit. 

to fight. During all that time a foreign president) Mr. Benton—It was 
. , — as the work of one : 

was commander-in-chief of a large detachment of | of the administration, not John Presectrer Boy. 
the army and navy of the United States. He was) struction was followed by three nuadred néwetane 
president general of our land and sea forces, made | in the pay of the department of state } papers 
sO by the senator from a Carolina, with autho- I have now finished what | proposed to pay at this 
rity to fight them against Mexico with whom We | time, in relation to the authorship of this war. I 
were alt peace—an office and authority rather above | confine myself to the official words and sete ( th 
that of lieutenant general!—and we are indebted to | v e 


: senator, and rely upon t 
the forbearance and prudence of President Houston } hie sentager serdar steep Be Be 


sepals? Somme : | Mr. Polk is the author of this calamily. But, while 
for not incurring the war in 1844, which fell upon | presenting him as the author of the war, | Pod a 


us in 1846. believe that war was his object, but only an inci- 
The treaty was rejected by the senate; but so ap- | dent to his object; and that ail his conduct in rela- 
prehensive was the senator of immediate war, that, | tion to the admussiva of Texas refers itself to the 
besides keeping the detachments of the army and | period- of our presidential elections, aid to some 
navy at their posts, a messenger was despatched with | connexion with those elections. ‘Thus, in Ma 
a deprecatory letter to Mexico, and, as report said, | 1836, when he was in such hot and violent haste oh 
the offer of a Jarge sum of money to purchase peace | immediate adiwission, the election of that year was 
from her, by inducing her to treat for a boundary | impending, and Mr. Van Buren the democratic can 
which would leave Texas within our limits. Tuis didate; and if the Texas question could then bate 
was report; and | would not mention it, if the se- | been brought up, he might have been shoved aside 
nator was net present to contradict it if not correct. | just as easily as he was in 1844. 
Report at the time said from five to ten millions of | activity in 1836. 
dojlars: from one of Mr. Shannon’s letters, we may | {n 1840, the senator from South Carolina was a 
set it down at ten millions. Be it either sum, it will) sort of a supporier of Mr. Vau Buren, and might 
show that the senator was then secretly willing to| have thought that one good turn deserves ausinaes 
: 








This explains his 





We were at peace wiih Mexico, was to make war 
with Mexico:—a piece of business which belonged | 
bs ibe congress, and should have been referred to| 
em: and which, on the contrary, was concealed 
fom them, though in session, and present! and the 
‘Cl only found out after the troops had marched, 
and then by dint of calls from the senate. 

The proof is complete that the loan of the land 
dud naval forces was to fight Mexico while we were 
at peace with her! and this becomes a great turning 
Point in the history of this war. Without this pledge 
tia by our secretary of state—without his reversal 
a . At ryler’s first decision—there could have becn 
; aes Texas and Mexico would have made peace, 

hd then annexation would have followed of itself. 
bi Victor of San Jacinto, who had gone forth and 
rorenee by the sword, and erected into a new re- 
4 the beautiful domain given away by our se- 
ra ary in 1819, was at the head of the Texan go 
and ents and was conducting his country to peace 
acknowledged independence. {f let alone, he 





pay an immense sum to pacify Mexico, although he | and so nothing was said about Texas at that election 
now declares thal he does not know how he will vote | —dangerous as was the least delay four years be- 
in relation, to the three millions responsibly asked | fore: and this may explain the inactivity of 1840.— 
by Mr. Polk. | The election was coming on, and the senator from 

The secretary knew that he had made war with | South Carolina was on the tur himself, and then the 
Mexico—that in accepling the gage three times laid Pexas question, with all its dangers and alarms 
down, he had joined an issue which that compound | which had $0 accommodalingly postponed them- 
of Celtic blood, called Spanish, would redeem. 1 | selves for seven good years, suddenly woke up; and 
knew it, and said it on this fcor, ia secici sexxivn— | With au aclivily and vigor proportioned to its long 
for | did not then choose to say it in public—that | Fepose. lustant admission at ail bazards, and at the 
if there was but one man of that blood in all Mexico, , &Xpense of renewing hostilities between Mexico and 
and he no bigger than Gen. Tum ‘Thumb, he would | /exas, and involving the United States in them, be- 
fight. Senators will recolject it. (Mr. Mangum | caine indispensable—necessary to our own saivation 
nodded essent. —a clear case of sel{—detence; and then cominenced 

[The remarks of Mr. Benton in continuation at all these machinations which ended in the overthrow 
this portion of his speech are published at page 408 | of Mr. Van Buren aud Mr. Clay for the 
of the Register of Feb. 27th ult. He continued and | 22d in producing the present war with Mexico; but 
concluded his speech as follows]: without making the senator president. Andi this 

He now sets up for the character of pacificator— | may explain his activity in 1844. Now, another 
with what justice, let the further fact proclaim which presidential election is approaching; and, if there is 
} now expose. Three hundred newspapers in the} any truth in the rule which interprets eeriain gentle- 


presidency, 
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men’s declarations by their contraries, he will be a 
candidate again; and this may explain the reason of 
the production of that string of resolutions which the 
senator laid upon the table last week; and upon 
wisich he has required us to vote instantly, as he did 
in the sudden Texas movement of 1836, and with| on the condition proposed. This answer was sent 
the seme magisterial look and attitude. The Texas/to Texas, and put an end to all negotiation for an- 
slave question has gone by—the Florida slave ques-| nexation. 
tion has gone by—there is no chance for it now in| The senator from South Carolina came into the 
any of its old haunts: hence the : ecessity for a new | department of state, procured the reversal of the 
theatre of agitation, even if we have to go as far as/| president's decision, and gave the pledge to the 
California for it, and before we have got California. whole extent that Texas asked it. Without, in the 
—And thus, all the senator’s conduct in retation to} least, denying the knowledge of the armistice, and 
Texas, though involving his country in war, may) the negotiations for peace, and all the terrible con- 
have had no other object than to govern a presiden-| sequences which were to result from their breach, 
tial election. he accepts the whole. and gives the fatal pledge 
Our northern friends have exceeded my hopes and! which his predecessors had refused, and follows it 
expectations in getting themselves and the Union| up hy sending our troops and ships to fight a people 
Safe through the Texas and slave questions, and are; with whom we were at peace—the whole veiled by 
entitled toa little repose. So far from that, they | the mantle of secrecy, and pretexted by motives as 
are now to be plunged into a California slave ques-| unfounded as they were absurd. Now, what says 
tion, long belore it could arise of itself, if ever.—| morality and Christianity to this conduet? Certain 
The sirimg of resolutions laid on the table by the sen-| ly, if two individuals were engaged in strife, and 
ator from South Carelina is to raise a new slave two others should part them, and put them under an 
question on the borders of the Pacific, which, upon! agreement to submit to an amicable settlement: and 
his own principles, cannot soon occur, if ever. He) wh, le the settlement was going on, another man, ly- 
will not take the country by conquest—only by treaty | ing behind a hedge, should secretly instigate one of 
—and that treaty to be got by sitting out the Mexi- | the parties to break off the agreement and renew the 
cans on a line of occupation. At the same time he! strife, and promises to take the fight off his hands if 
shows that he knows that Spani-h blood is good at) he did: what would morality and Christianity say tu 
that game, and shows that they sat it out, and fought) this? Surely the malediction of all good men would 
it out, for 800 years, against the Moors, occupying | fall upon the man who had interfered to renew the 
half their country. strife. And if this would be the voice of all good 
By the by, it was only 700; but that is enough, 100, ™™ in the case of mere individuals, what would it 
years is no object in such a matter. The Spaniards. be when the strife was between nations, when the 
held out 700 years against the Moors, holding half |enewal of it was to involve a third nation m the 
their country, and 300 against half of the other half; | contest, and such a war as we vow have with our 
and, what is more material, whipped them both out | $'ster republic of Mexico? This is the question 
atthe end of the me. This is a poor chance for) Which now presents itself to the moral sense of the 


whom it was addressed, gave it no answer. In the 
forty days that his life was spared, he gave it no an- 
swer. Mr. Nelson, his temporary successor, gave 
it an answer; and, speaking for the president of the 
Unite States, positively refused to take annexation 








— i, 


a 





(Mr. Cathoun said he had never admitted tha; 
Texas was the cause of the war, but he remarked 
it might be the occasion of it.] 

Tadopt, then, the phrase of the senator; it was 
the occasion of it, and I see no essential difference 
between cause and occasion. But, whether it be aq. 
mitted or not, all the country knows it is so, and sen. 
ators on the other side of the chamber have frankly 
avowed the fact. 

Why was Texas annexed? This debate has placed 
this matter in very clear and strong light. The sen. 
ator from South Carolina (Mr. C.) avows hirmselr 
the author of that measure, and claims the laurels 
which belong to that triumph. He stated distinetly 
that he seized upon a favorable moment, @ golden 
opportunity, that he might perpetuate slavery in that 
republic. 

[Mr. Cathoun said his object was to prevent aboli- 
tion in the United States.) 

Yes! to prevent it in the United States by perpetu- 
ating slavery in Texas. The matter now stands op 
a basis that every body can comprehend. There 
are also other reasons fcr the admi-sion of Texas. 
She had a great number of restless urgent public 
creditors, hoiding her paper, who saw little hope of 
obtaining payment from an empty treasury. They 
pressed for annexation with a zeal outrunning that 
of the senator from South Carolina, (Mr. C.;) they 
were prowpted by interest to find their way to the 
treasury of the United States. 

There was also another passion at work. Mr, 
Tyler had embraced the idea that he was to be made 
a great man by enlarging the territory of the United 
States. and his ambition for honor and fame mixed 
itself largely for the measure. 

These combined elements worked together to ac- 
complish the object, and, aided by the presidential 
election, forced it to its consummation; but the party 
yielded to it more from esprit du corps than from con- 
viction. 





California on the senator’s principles. His five re.| Civilized world, in judging the conduct of the sena- 
gimenis would be whipped out in a fraction of the | 
time; but no matter; men contend more violently for | 
nothing than for something; and if be can get up a! 
California slave question now, it will answer all the 
purposes of a reality, even af the question should ne. | 
ver arise in point of fact | 
The senator from South Carolina has been wrong | 
in all this business, from beginning to ending—wrong | 
in 1819, in giving away Pexas—wrong in 1836, in| 
his suddea and hot baste lo get ber back—wrong in | 
all tis machinations for bringing on the Texas ques- | 
tion mw 1844—wrong im breaking up the arwistice | 
and peace negotiations between Mexico and Texas | 
—wrong in secretly sending the army and navy to | 
fight Mexico while we were at peace with her— | 
wrong in secretly appointing the president of ‘Texas | 
president general of (he army and navy of the United | 
States, with leave to fight them against a power with | 
whom we were al peace—wrong in writing to Mex-| 
ico that he took Texas in view of all possible conse- 


| 
| 
quences, Meaning war—wrong in secretly offering | 

} 
} 
| 
| 


Mexico, al the same time, ten millions of dollars to. 
hush up the war which he had created—wrong now 
in refusing Mr. Polk three millions to aid in getting 
@ul of the war which he made—wrong in throwing 
the blame of this war of his own making upon the)! 
shoulders of Mr. Poik—wrong in his retreat and oc- | 
cupation line of pulicy—wrong in expelling old Fa- | 
ther Kitch.e from the senate, who worked so hard | 
fur bim during the Texas annexation; and more | 
wrong now than ever, in that string of resolutions | 
which he has laid upon the table, and in which, as| 
Sylla saw in the young Caesar many Mariuses, so do) 
J se@ in them many nulliifications. | 

In a picture of so many, and such dreadful errors, | 
it is hard to specify the worst, or to dwell upon any 
one to the exclusion of the rest; but there is one fea- | 
ture in this picture of enormities which seems to de- | 
mand that distinction: 1 allude to the pledge upon 
which the armistice and the peace negotiations be | 
tween Mexico and Texas were broken up in 1844, | 
and those two countries put back into a state of war, | 
aud ourselves involved in the contest. ‘The story is! 
bri: ly told, and admits of no dispute. The letter of | 
the 47th of January is the accusing record, from 
which there is no escape. Its awful words cannot 
be read now, without treezing up the blood. ‘*It is) 
known to you thal an armistice exists between Mex. | 
ico and ‘lexas, and that negotiations for peace are! 
now gong on under the mediation of two powerful | 
sovereigis, mutually friendly. li we yield to your 
solicitations to be annexed to the United States, un-| 
der these circumstances, we shail draw upon our-| 
selves a fresh invasion from Mexico, incur the im- | 
putation of bad faith, and lose the friendship avd re- | 
spect of the two great mediating powers. Now will | 
you, in the event of our accedimg to your request. | 


step between us and Mcxico, and take the war off| 


our hands??’? ‘Vis was the Jeticr, and the terrible 


question with which it concluded. Mr. Upshur, to} Polk in regard to Texas wus the cause of the war, 


/ questions, great and exciting in their 


| necessary to defend the couetry; nor would I stop i: 
‘such a contingency to inquire by whom or how the 
' war was brought on; but while | make this avowal, 


of territory and a war for the defence of our homes 


of May last the emergency was represented as so | American ermy tock position upen the bank o 
great and pressing that there was neitheir time for | river opposite to the city; erected field works, 


Mr. Polk took the matter up as it fell from the 
hands of Mr. Tyler. Mr. Tyler, as a last and ex- 
piring act of power, decided upon the alternative 
which the resolutions of congress presented, and 
—_ Sea ; despatched a messenger to announce the decision. 
SPEECH OF MR. DAVIS. OF MASS. | Their course bas not only been « fiicially approved by 

: | the president, but rumor ascribed to him the same opt 
oa a eee nion at the time. If this be true be stands in the same 
eategory as Mr. Tyler, and whatever ts censuravle 

DEBATE JN THE SENATE, FEBRUARY 25, 1847. | in the course of the one must be shared by the oth- 

Mr. Davissaid he rose to address the senate with/er. ‘The resolutions with their conditions were ac- 
unfeigned reluctance upon a subject which had been | cepted and appreved by the people of Texas. 
long under debate, and had occupied the gifted minds! On the 2d of December, 1845, congress met, and 
of many able and eloquent members of that body.-—| the annual messsge, containing the views of the 
But it had drawn into discussion great and exciting | President, congratulated the public upon this great 
qucstions, as was clearly demonstrated by the devo~| peaceable blovdiess triumph. The boundary, he 
ted attention of members and the crowd that con-| declared, had passed the cape of Florida and had 
stantly thronged the galleries. What is the cause of | been planted upon the Rio Grande. The army, he 
the war which exists? Who brought it on? How | said, had been concentrated at Corpus Christi, at the 
shall we escape from it? Is ita war carried on for| mouth of the Nueces. In the same paper he ex- 
the conquest of territory? If territory shall be ac- | pre-ses his anxious desire to propitiate Mexico and 
quired, what shall be done with it? Shall it come| to maintain the peace of the two republics. 
under our jurisdiction without conditions, or shali| On the 13th of January following an order was 
conditions be made in regard to slavery? All these| issued from the war department requiring the com- 
character, | manding officer to advance and take position upon 
have been opened for consideration, and, said Mr.|the Rio Bravodel Norte. Atthe same time the 
D., however strong may be my inclinations to leave | squadrons in the Gulf of Mexico and on the Pacific, 


the debate to others, I feel that I have no right to| which had been previously ordered to those stations 


take counsel of them. The time has come to speak,| were strengthened. In March the army reached the 
and I shall co it in all frankness and sincerity. | here 


iriver and encamped opposite Mata:noros. 
cannot discuss all these tupics, but I shall touch upon 


tor from South Carolina in writing that letter of the 
Lith of April, 1844, aggravated by now throwing 
upon anuther the blame of a war for which he then 
contracted. 











was, in fact,a general movement of military and 
the Jeading facts and circumstances which surround | naval forces up to the Mexican frontier at all points 
some of them, and, that there may be no cause for | of exposure. 
misapprebension, | will state inthe outset that l have I wish now todraw the attention of the senate to 
been ready at all times, and am ready now, to fur- | an examination of the circumstances hich surround 
nish men and money without stint or measure, if | these movements, with a view to ascertain whether 
war was meditated ard aggressive steps taken lo 
bring it on, that we may be the better able to decide 
whether these measures, in any view of them, can 
be considered as propitiatory or as designed to main- 
tain peace. 

The first striking circumstance is a fact 
and firesides, ‘known, that a considerable foree was and bad been 


When congress declared war to exist on the 13th | for a long time stationed at Matamoros, and wr ve 
the 


wilh 


candor compels me to add that there is a wide dif- 


ference between a war prosecuted for the conquest i 
we 





debate nor even tu read the documents sent to our | batteries established evidently for the purpose 0 
table by the president, but we were urged to forbear | demolishing the town and attacking the works of the 
all inquiry until the army was releved, and ata fu- Mexicans, which were within range of the guns.— 
ture day to consider where the responsibility for | Here were two armies face to face, with their guns 
bloodshed rested. That day has now come, and | | levelled at each other. wr 
now propose first to ask what has been the cause of | ‘The next ciicumstance whieh attracts aftention I 
this wai? On this point J think there is now little, | a fact admitted on all sides. The Mexicans had ta- 
if any, disagreement. It is admitted from all sides | ken umbrage at the proecedings in regard to Texas, 
of the house that the annexation of Texas is the | the Minister was recalled, diplomatic relations sus 
cause. ‘lhe question yesierday discussed by the | pended, and the public mind known to be greatly 
senator from Missouri (Mr. Benton) and the senator |exasperated and inflamed by what that people a 
from South Carolina (Mr. Calhoun) was whether | teemed © violation of their rights as au independen 
power. 
The next circumstance which merits consideratio? 





the policy of the latteror the policy of Presiaent 
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en 
is the well-known fact that the western boundary 
between Texas and Mexico was and had been a dis- 

uted line; Texas claimed to the Rio Bravo, Mexico 
denied that the province was bounded by it. The 

resident, in his message, admits this to be a dispu- 
ted line; the resolutions of congress providing for 
the annexation of Texas recognise it as such, and 
reserve it for settlement by negotiation. I shall not 

o into the question of title, as that is unnecessary, 
put shall restate a position which I rested upon 
here in May last when war was recognised, Texas, 
1 affirm, had made no acquisition of territory ex- 
cept what she achieved by the sword. Her move- 
ment was revolutionary, and axainst the will and 

ower of Mexico; her jurisdiction went just as far 
as the sword carried it, and not an inch beyond. 

Texas has never to my knowledge brought for- 
ward any other evidence of title or boundary except 
an armistice entered into by Santa Anna while a 

risoner, in which he agreed, for the purpose of the 
armistice, that the Rio del Norte should be the line 
between the troops. This agreement, however, by 
its own terms, was to be submitted to each govern- 
ment, and sanctioned before it became obligatory. —- 
The Mexicans disavowed it, and denied the authori- 
ty of Santa Anna to enter into any binding stipula- 
tions while a prisoner. It fell, therefore, to the 
ground by its cwn terms, and left Texas where she 
was, with the rights of a conqueror, and no other.— 
Texas could transfer to the United States no rights 
which she did not possess. Had ~he ever carried 
her jurisdiction to the valley ef the Rio Grande?— 
Were her laws enforced and maintained there? Did 
the resident population ackiowledge or submit to 
them. I think it cannot now be questioned that 
General Taylor found this valley in possession of 
Mexicans living under the laws of that republic — 
that he fonnd villages, farms, houses, and popula- 
tion, from the mouth to Santa Fe, that had neither 
known nor acknowledged any law or jurisdiction 
but that of Mexico. The power of Texas had ne- 
ver reached or been established in this valley.— 
What then ix the rule recoznised by nations in 
regard to disputed boundaries? That the party in 
possession shall remain so until the question is set- 
tled. This was the rule enforced in regard to our 
north-eastern boundary; each party held its posses- 
sion during the controversy, snd this was recognised 
us matter of right until the question was settled or 
war declared. If it be true, sir, in point of fact, 
(and I cannot doubt that it is,) that the Mexicans 
were and at all tines had been in possession of this 
valley, then the advance of the army to dispossess 
them was aggressive and unjustifiable without a pre- 
vious declaration of war. 

The next important fact is, that the river, the 
right to navigate «hich by the Mexicans has never 
been questioned, was blockaded and the navigation 
suspended. All this occurred before blood was 
shed. 


Mr. President, were these propitiatory pacific 
demons'rations or belligerent in their character?— 
Which were they best calculated to promote, war or 
peace? 

Could a collision be avoided? Could a people, an 
army, animated’ by feelings wlready exasperated, 
bear patiently this taunt, this chalienge this beard- 
ing of them upon their own suil, and in their own 
homer? No, sir, if there was a particle of patrio- 
lism or of Castilian chivalry remaining, conflict was 
evilable. No course of s-easures could with more 
absolute certainty bring iton. It came; blood was 
shed; and J shail not stop to inquire by whom the 
first blow was struck, for it is immeterial. The 
Mexican general said the acts to which I have re- 
ferred vere hustile, aggressive, anda beginning of 
war. J.leave the country to decide upon the justice 
and truth of that remark. 

The moment blood was shed the news was des 
patched to this capital by express, the facts and eir- 
cumstances to which { have alluded being either un- 
known then or imperfectly understood. It came, 
a allsuch intelligence does, mixed with exaggera. 
lion and filled our minds with alarm. The Mexican 
orce was represented to be overwhelmingly great 
—tie army to be cut off from supplies, and im moat 
Imminent peril, requiring succor sooner than it was 
Pussible tu furnish i; in a word, the instant unh- si- 
lating action of congress was demanded to rescue 
the troops from in pending peril and the country 
fom dishonor. A message came frow the executive 
Corroborating these statements, and a bill was hurri 
€d through the house of representatives deciaring 
hatwar existed by the act of wexico, and confer- 








on this side of the chamber, one and all, expressed | urances that the Mexican government were anxious 
their readiness to afford relief, in the most prompt to adjust the question of boundary, and other difficul- 
and effectual manner, to the army, by voting supplics | ties by negotiation; and, in order to give an oppor- 
to any extent for that purpose. But, as we had no | tunity for that perpose, he was authorized and ready 
reliable information in regard to the manner of | to enter into an agreement to remain with his troops 
commencing hostilities, we entreated that the su’: | on the west bank of the Rio Grande, with liberty to 
jects might be separated. We saw nooccasion for send ont parties, not to exceed two hundred men at 
deciding irstanter by whose act this first blov was a time, as far as the Arroyo Colorado, to hold 
struck, and thought a declaration of that description, the Indians in eubjection, aud that Gen. Taylor 
carrying with it momentous consequences, might | should remain on the Nueces, with a like liberty to 
be deferred unt:] we had seen the evidence upon our | send detachments, if necessary, as far as the same 
table. All this was urged in vain, the majority were Arroyo Colorado, This distinct, definite, and reason- 
inexorable, and no chvice was left but to vote for able proposition was sent to the president and sub- 
or against the bill as it was. The result is well mitted to his consideration. He had avowed his 
known. The screw was placed upon congress, and | wish to propitiate the Mexicans, and his anxiety to 
a turn given to it by these irresistible circumstances | settle all existing differences by an amicable treaty; 
which substantially endorsed the conduct of the ex— | and here was a proposal to take the first, the grea- 
ecutive, and sanctioned a usurpation, an exercise of | test and most sure step towards it, by tranquillizing 
the war making power vy the president. | the military frontier and putting an end to all cnance 
All this train of events, so exciting and so full of | of conflict. If this arrangement had been entered 
momentous consequences, up to the time of passing | into, 1t was next to impossible that hostile demon- 
this act, occurred while congress were in session.— strations should oecur. Now, sir, what was done 
The constitution wisely confides to congress alone when the ‘oor was opened, bidding the president to 
the power of declaring war, and yet we were invol-|enter and put an end to coniroversy by a friendly 
ved in one without the advice, consent, or knowl-| agreement? Nothing. The propcsition, as far asl 
edge of that body, and while it was in session. No know, was not regarded as worthy of consideration, 
intimation or hint was given tous by the author of | No reply has been made to it, or notice taken of it 
these measures that the remotest danger of a rupture | to this day; and thus the epportunity of suspeuding 
existed. all hostile demonstration was lost. The senator (rom 
The senator from Louisiana (Mr. Soule) seems to | Michigan (Mr. Cass) attempted, as | thought, the 
think thatthe president is in some degree relieved | other day, lo cast suspicion upon this transaction, 
from the responsibility which these facts impose | and to throw discredit upon Mr. Marks and his state- 
upon him, because there was a vague rumor here, | ment, intimating that it was unfounded. [Mr. Cass 
kuown to Mr. Calhoun, and Mr. Clayton, of Dela—| was understood to disavow such a purpose. } 
ware, that the army had been ordered to advance, Mr. President, Mr. Marks is unknown to me, but 
which they believed to be a perilous step. He | he is represented to have discharged the functions of 
thinks it was the duty of the senator from Dela vare a consul wt Matamoros, at a period antecedent to 
to have moved in the matter upon this uncertain in- | these occurrences, and | am not prepared to believe 
telligence; and I beg to ask what he woulddo or! thata gentleman deemed worthy to discharge the 
how he could act with effect? and whether the fact) duties ef that station would come here withsuch a 
that he had heard such a rumor and omitted to re- | falsehood in his mouth; that he, or any one else, 
monstrate, relieves in the slightest degree the presi- | would dare to fabricate sch a statement, when, if 
dent from his responsibility? Suppose, instead of | the government did what he hada right to exepct 
vague uncertain rumor, we had had certain reliable | and believe they would do, act upon his information, 
information—suppose the course of the president, ‘the first movement would detect the laisity of the 
instead of being secret, had been openand notorious, | statement. No, sir, men of ordinary sagacily 
is it the less objectionable, or is his responsibility are not quite so short-sighted as this; nor is it ail pro- 
diminished? Not atall. It isa question of cuonati- | bauble that one of con-ulur dignity would hoid himself 
tutional right, and if the president has brought on a quite so cheap as the suggestion implies. I take it, 
war without authority, he has little cause to cow- however, that, if suspicion has existed, it has passed 
plain that the senator from Delaware did vot protest | away, and we may rely upon the tacts as stated;— 
against his course. (and, ifthe president has disregarded tuis (riendly 
An open declaration of a purpose to de an uniaw- | proposition that he might hold the army in readiness 
ful act furnishes no «apology tor it. to wake hostile demonsirativis in support of snother 
But the senator from Louisiana seems to me to, plan of policy, then he must be held accountable for 
labor under misapprehension, if he supposes it is @ reckless temerity. 
an) part of the duly of a member here to knock at | lam aware (said Mr. D.) of the reply which will 
the presidential door, for the purpose of re.sonetra-| be attempted in justification of the cuurse pursued, 
tion or of asking for informstion in regard lo exe-| It wall be said thal, abuut the me when this inior- 
culive policy, or thata ueglect of such offices im | mation trom Muatks was received at the departinent 
plies any deriliction of duty. of state, information of a desire to begoliale was 
The senator from Loutsana also suggested, for the | received through another channei—the consul at 
purpose of releving the executive from his proper Mexico. ‘The ciflerence between the propositions 16 
responsibility, that Gen Taylor had adiseretion in | ™08! material; that ol Mr. Black looks ouly to nego~ 
ihe selection of a pust upon the Rio Grande, and that | gutiate, to be taken up al so.ve future day, and leaves 
he is consequently answerable fer consequences. That | OUt Of sight the great and oll important Cunsideration 
olficer had tusiructions, parlof which vuly we have ‘os ee niente... we wragentens. Bay cewrel,d apes euarr.. “ 
seen. He was an exeeul ty officer, required to carry | 0 @ fouling to prevent oulure Ks irom exasperated 
into effect hiv instructions according to their intent [elg. Arista was douvtless authorized to do this, 
and meaning, und beyond this no responsibility can | 24 Why was it netdone? Phe sending of an envoy 
attuch to him, and beyond this he had no discretion. | Mexico to treat generally, in nv respect superse- 
Did he exeeute his crders to the satisfaction of the | 94 the emergency which exisied for \uis arrange. 
president who gave thea? Dves any one doubt iv— tment, [his emergency was io-mediute and pressing, 
Wil any one be old enough tu affiiin that the presi | 444) if the Speen desired peace, how cuuld Wt tatl 
dent disapproves of his taking position at Matamoros? '@ be acceptable? Did the president, when he dis- 
Has any one dared whisper a word of censure for patched Mr.Siidell, medit te using tue army for hos- 


selecting this position, ‘The president has in many | tile demonstrations to aluthe arguments of his nego- 
_tiator, and to assist in reconciling the Mexicans to 


forms approved of this execution of his order. He has | ; 
at all tines acquiesced tu it; he has in many ways re- | Part wilh @ portion et their Couuiry; and, therefore, 
proved of the conduct of the general and has twice | Ueglected to comply wilh the proposition of Arista? 
promoted him for bis bravery and good conduct. After| Y¥ Shall see whether shis armistice was disregarded 
these repeated approvals, 1t is manifestly too late to | for this reason when we trace succeeding events @ 
throw upon that gallant and distinguished officer the | Ue turther. The question will arise whether the 
responsibilty which attaches to that movement; and president, betore he uepatched ap envoy, had uot 
if there be blame for selecting that position bis akiris Teselved that the rejection of Mr. Siideil, af it occur 
are free frow it. (ed, should be the fual issue, and that a rupture should 


, , . | fullow it, whatever might be ue circums:: de 
But sir, to return to the question which | was dis- . ‘aien ae te, 


; | which iat shuuld be mude. It be bad, that will ac- 
cussing. ‘These facts and circumstances tend sirong- 


. ount for his negiect tu notice Arisia’s propusition 
ly tu prove that the president meditated hostilities, » “! 6 hee ° 


taf . vand tor bis relaming the power lo advance the aruy. 
BRED): OH OHS. QUNTES we ONEy ROUEN On We war, |», Siideil arrived sn Mexico; and 1 cauuot so weil 


‘ 4 , . : : 
although he had expressed his anxiety to propitiate | describe the distracied stale ol things whici he lound 


! 

Mexico and to matutatp peace. ‘Thes . 
: P hese are, huwer | €Xisting (bere as Dy reauing a paSeape of two ifom 

| 


er, other facts closely conbected with Us injury ‘the message ol the president of the Lita of May, 
which | ought not to pass unnoticed. | 1846: 











ring the power to raise fifty thousand volunteers and 
'0 boirow ten million of dollars. ‘Ihe intelligence 
Teceived, so far as contsined in public documents, 
Was brought into this chamber, but we were uot 
Permitted to hear a word of at read, and all debate 


| 


A Nir. Marks, a consular dignitary from the United | ; . 
States to Matamoros, in September, 1845, wrote a | “Mr. Slidell arrived at Vera Cruz, on the 30th of 


letter to Gen. ‘I’., which was published im the news- | November, and was courteously received by tie au- 
papers and has been read in thischamber. He states | ‘horites of thateity, Bulthe goveruwent of Gen, 





“Ud delay were most earnestly deprecated. Senators | 


that he had several interviews witt Arista, tue Mex- | Herrera wes then loitering to tte fail. fhe revuiu- 
ican commander, and this officer had given him ae. | onary party bad seized upon the Texas question to 
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points of thecorrespondence which were read by 
the senator from Maine, (Mr. Evans;) but, while 
I shall not reiterate them, I will refer to a single re- 
mark of the secretary of state, in a letter to Mr. Sli- 
deli dated the 28th of the same January which has 
not been read: 

‘“‘Much must necessarily be left to your own dis- 
cretion. In general terms, | may say that you should 
take care to act with such prudence and firmness 
that it may appear manifest to the people of the 
Uniled States, and to the world, that a rupture could 
not be honerably avoided.” 

Putting all these circumstances and opinions toge- 
ther, can it be doubted that a rupture was meditated? 
—that a forward movement of the forces was made 
to intimidate Mexico, or to bring on a couflict? Can 
there be a reasonable doubt that a preconcerted plan 
existed to make the rejection of the minister a pre- 
text for this? The President saw the confused state 
of things in Mexieo, the powerless condition of Her- 
rera and his ministers, and their utter inability to ac- 
eomplish any thiag. These were somewhat trouble- 
some facts to deal with. The publie would see that 
no offence was intended, and that the true interests 
of the country demanded time and forbearance; that 
these might do much to bring about a reconciliation, 
while measures of violence would tend to aggravate 
the exasperation which existed. I shall give no 
character to this instruction from the secretary of 
state, but leave it to the public to judge whether this 
admonition to Mr. Slidell to take care and place 
things upon a footing so that it should appear mani- 
fest to the people of the United Siates and to the 
world that a rupture could not be honorably avoided, 
is not another proof that a rupture was anticipated 
—nay, already concocted and arranged? The thing 
was to be so contrived and arranged as to leave the 


effect or hasten its overthrow. Its determination to 
restore friendly relations with the United States, and 
to receive our minister, to negotiate for the settle- 
ment of this question, was violently assailed, and 
was made the great theme of denunciation against 
it. The government of general Herrera, there is 
good reason to believe, was sincerely desirous to 
receive our minister: but it yielded to the storm 
raised by its enemies, and, on the 2lst Deeember, 
refused to accredit Mr. Siidell upon the most frivo- 
luus pretexts.” 


The government of Herrera, well inclined to us, 
was tottering to its fall. This very question, the 
annexation of Texas, was the great and exciting topic 
of controversy amongst the people. It is evident 
that Herrera’s government, in the midst of this con- 
flict, and in the inflamed state of public opinion, 
could not bring the question of negotiation into con- 
sideration under auspices which promised suscess by 
the exercise of a dispassionate judgment. Paredes, 
with his confederates, pressed upon the government, 
and aggravated the difficulties which existed by in- 
creasing the storm of resentmert. Now, what course 
ef policy would the exercise of a calm, deliberate, 
dispassionate judgment sanction under such extraor- 
dinary circuinstances? Would it propose measures 
likely to aggravate rather than allay the hostile spir 
it which prevailed? The circumstances manifestly 
demanded time for reflection, for consideration, for 
reason to resume her empire over passion. Time 
and moderation, in every point of view, were the ex- 
pedients which most strongly recommended them- 
Selves as the wisestand best means by which theend 
desired was to be altained. It is not to be disguised 
that Mexico was deeply wounded and thought her- 
self te be greatly aggrieved by the annexation of 





Texas, and acted upon that conviction. What did di eh ; | ; 
Mr. Slideil do in ths state of excitement, anarchy, ee ae Mexico. The odium for what? For 
and revolution? How did he deal with a government, refusing toreceive the minister. ‘This country, then, 
as the president says, sineerely desirous of receiving | “5 '® be involved in a war because a government 
the minisier? He insisted upon immediate and un- well inclined so peace, but tottering to ite fall cole 
conditional reception, though he saw Herrera and revolution, declined in respectful language to reccive 
: ne ; : aa 
his friends sinking undec the weight of the pres- | 2 ™inister, alleging a ditlerence of opinion between 
sure which this question brought upon them; and | ‘e™ and the United States as to the Ae spoerise to 
when their government, admitted to be well disposed | "eat. They said they had not agreed to receive a 
to peace, was finally constrained, by the circumstan- | minister or to restore full and complete amicable re- | 
, My , . ¢ ° ‘ . 
ces Which surrounded it, to decline receiving an en- | cana Sears o ns adie” the aa of the 
voy, declaring it was not their purpose to re-establish | ‘ iculties which concerned Texas. "The envoy 
full pacific relations until the Texas difficulty was | ‘7° rene ao tee “a is te ab baitig 
adjusted vy a coinmissioner ad hoc, he denounces in | remedy “ pe ent dec a ‘ e h Nee “aigk. 4 
sirong terms the event, aud employs the language | ‘N0UBn every body can see that if the Texas dillicu 
which I will read from his letter of December 27: | ties could be adjusted all others must necessarily fol- 
“Ot one thing, however, | feel assured: that, after | oro Now, sir, | os ree contend aa a coos ue 
what has occurred, should any concession be made | pete Perea ae il ers b, def: aie} Oj 
by our government, if any American minister pre-| pow san an aa ; ‘thi a Rect eoald Sere toe 
sent himself here without an unqualified retraction, | 4° ee ee, oe wo oe ai atta daiak 
by whalever parly may succeed in the present con-| 4 son aetna tat Pe topl upetrtaptrece 4 
test, of Mr. Penay Pena’s note of the 20th instant, he | Dies = ~- 0 h nt thee ide . 7 t ‘ it ni 
will come on a bootless errand. The desire of our | 2'@ 't authorize the president to take matters into 
government to secure peace will be mistaken for | his own ‘hands, and, during the whieh of eat tee 
timidity; the most eXtravagant pretensions will be we make oo a - a ae - bi . 
made and insisted upon until the Mexican people | 1S SHOES SOs ee ee 
_cause of war? Does any international code of law 


shall be convinced, by hostile demonstrations, that our) Is it any where maintain- 


establish such a doctrine? 

; eS st be setile omplly, either by nego | ' 
SiEEKSRN SS MNS gullies prompllys y nes (ed that a neglect or refusal to enter upon negotia- 
‘tions is a cause of war? These sre occurrences 


tiation or the sword.”’ 
li seems lo be admitted that Herrera had no pow-, ici 
er to loilow his inclinations, but was forced, by the | we ceedianiaiadsie teinanteane sapere 
q °pPS , i ‘ } , 7 “ - ’ 

cli cumstunces which surrounded him, to decline the | violation of right which justifies bloodshed. 
receplioo. ‘This, at any rate, is the decumentary | anes anllialh > Ah ete sainint 
account of the matter, as furnished to us by the|. But ihe vey Ot, 2 Ne Sas Pe 
om i if the minister is rejected ‘it will become the duty 


president. Yel this is looked upon as an insult by ‘of the president to submit the whole matter to con- 


Mr. Siideli—a Aagrant breach of faith—for whi h| gress.” Yes, his duty, and it was his duty; for con- 


rapasation should be exacted. Nay, he thinks any | gress alone has the power to determine thé final is— 


mapilertniious 01 a desire for psece on our. part.will| 4, Why was it not so submitted? Why, instead 
be mistuken for timidity; and that the only effectual | of doing this, was Mexico surrounded with armed 
argument wilh the Mexicans will be hostile demon. forces?” Why was the army ordered to point its guns 
strations—hortile demonstrativas and nothing else ‘into a city, and to menace an encamped force, and to 
will ettect an adjustment,  heoieadis waleeel 

BAM Cable tn. dated Oe advvde ad haincagar ah el Did the president fear that congress would hesitate 
Now, iet us ture to the president's message of the | to make hostile demonstration? Did be fear its pa- 
Lith of May, and see what account he gives of the ‘cific character, and thathe should lose the glory 
CAPA IO® OF SAS. ACT: ‘of a war and the renown ef acquiring new terri- 


“This force was concentrated at Corpus Christi, | tory? 


and remaimed there until after 1 had received such) - , . , , 
information trou Mexico as rendered it probable, if | Sir, the president reiterated the accusations against 


) ic: | liations upon our trade in his message 
ol certain, that the Mexican government would re-| Mexico for spoliat ( 
re to conceive our envoy.” ° of 1845. He again spread them over two-thirds of 
The order to move upon the Rio Grande is dated | a tediously elaborated message at the opening of 
the 13th of January following, leaving a space of | this session, and what notice has congress taken of 
filieen days, excluding tie days of the dates, a period | them? None. They have been treated as causes of 
-hort as to vender it most probable that the presi- | ~ 4 , 
deauhad not, when the order was issued, seen (he let- | fallen upon dull oe oe rou no aad ma 
. : that as it may, there is man-| nifested the least disposition to treat these matters as 
ter af Ms. Slidp!t; bal Oe + | And why? Because Mexico has ne- 


Pal « anding them—a co- | cause of war. 

t proof of an understan ting between the | | 
en of opinion which cannot be mistaken.— ver refused to adjust them. On the contrary, every 
i 


Roth were for hostile demonstrations. Mr. 8S. de-| body knows that a large portion of these claims were 
0 


b | 2 ; 
es it to c the onl i effectual a’ gument, and the actually adjuste ’ liquida ted, the payments arrange i, 
CS ar y j 

oesidet adva ices the tro ps lova position v a 


= —— 
fied by the senate, with amendments, which wer, 
submitted to the Mexican government, and assuran. 
ces given that they should be acted upon by the pro. 
per authority. The president could not flatter him. 
self for a moment that congress could, under such 
circumstanees, be guilty of the folly of involving the 
country in a war for such a cause. And if the indig. 
nity of the rejection of the minister had been super. 
added, there is every reason to believe that congresg 
would have been equally obdurate and equally insen. 
sible to the indignity, if the proposition were tg 
redress such a grievanee by a declaration of war,— 
Congress, in my opinion, would be slow to punish 
sueh crimes, if crimes they are, with bloodshed — 
They, I trust, entertain the opinion that the resort to 
such a mode of redress is reserved only for great 
emergencies, for the punishment of wrongs which 
cannot be endured or overlooked. 

Such being the state of things, the president eould 
have no war unless he made it himself; and this must 
have been as obvious to him as to others. If this 
were his view of the matter, we can understand why 
no arrangement was made with Arista; for hostile 
demonstration or a rupture could not be made with- 
out the army. We can wee a reason for disregard. 
ing that proposition, and retaining the power to 
move the army upon Mexico to meet another con- 
tingency. 

But why should the president be instrumental in 
bringing on a rupture? Why should he meditate 
war? What motive, said a senator from the other 
side of the chamber, can he have to involve us in 
war? 


He came into power upon the Texas question — 
He was for immediate unconditional annexation, and 
this secured both his nomination and election. But 
the glory of annexation was divided with Tyler.— 
He mounted the horse which that politician had pre- 
pared, and won the race. Is it improbable, after 
this proof of success, that his mind might have cast 
forward into the future; that in the dim outline of 
conjecture he saw, or fancied he saw, prospects of 
renown—bis own name emblazoned by extending the 
boundaries of the country? Might he not imagine 
thata war for territory would be popular? That the 
lust of dominion was so everpowering among the peo- 
ple, that they would sanction any act, however gross 
and immoral, forgetting its turpitude under the infu- 
ences of gratificatien al acquirement? Is it not possivie 
that among the motives to a rupture with Mexico he 
may have considered them a weak distracted people, 
torn by factions, warring among themselves, in a 
constant state of revolution, destitute of resources, 
and apparently incapable of a united patriotic effort 
to defend the country? May he not have contrasted 
our own strength, condition, resources, and ambition 
fer enterprises with theirs, and reacbed the conciu- 
sion that in a contest it would be the strong against 
the weak, the united and powerful against the teeble 
and divided? In his visions, may he not have seen 
all this, and meditated upon the natural inference that 
the hazard would be small, while the renown might 
be great? What could better or more completely sa- 
listy his ambition than to have his name descend to 
posterity identified with the acquisition of the third 
or the half of an empire? 

But, sir, be this as it may, the agitation concerning 
Texas had scarely begun to subside, before Calilor- 
nia began to be thought necessary for our convenl- 
ence. (We needed, as the senator from Ohio (Mr. 
Corwin) emphatically expressed it, more room. Sume 
began to think more harbors were needed for our 
commerce; others that we needed a broader front 
upon the Pacific; others that California was destined 
for the Anglo-Saxon race; others that in about a cen- 
tury we should be so crowded that this region would 
be indispensable. But these were chielly the loose 
and soatlered suggestions of the press, tending, how- 
ever, to exhibit some proofs of a public opinion.— 
After we got into a war, there was less of disguise 
and concealment, and the objects for which it was lo 
be prosecuted became too manifest to be misappre 
henued. A message was laid before us on the ot 
of August, which was admitied to be intended to pre 
pare the way for the acquisition of territory. ‘This 
wus the character given to it by those who were au: 
thorized to speak for the president. But, sir, with 
out dwelling upon these proofs, the annua! message 
is unequivocal. It demands indemnity tor the ex 
penses of the war thus brought on by the President. 


war by the president; but all these arguments have We are now discussing a bill appropriating money to 
| make a peace. 


The chairman of the committee, 
with manly frankuess, when he urged us to give ' it 


our support, declared, in unequivecal terms, that the 


object 1s to acquire territory, and seemed to think,! 
be limited bis views to Upper Califorma and New 
Mexico, he inanifested great moderation. He inti 
mated that these provinces, constituting, in ge°6'* 
phical extent, provably one-third of the repud!l% 





here a| and partly made; that the final adjustment of the 
rupture cannot be avoided. That such a rupture 


residue was agreed upon by a treaty made by the 
gnticipated 1s rendered very clear by wany! late minister, Mr. Thompson, which treaty was rati- 
was - 





wight be received as satistactory for a warof all’ 
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: ; 4 
hs, but nothing less. If this be moderation an 
eee eaiatly. how long, Mr. President, will it take 
e absorb all Mexico #8 an indemnity? 
Mr. President, I have not time to pursue an exa- 


the United States, and to be employed to maintain 
such a trealy, acquired by conquering a peace, against 
the people of Mexico If there be any foundation 
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that the army was thus to be secured to interests of 


mination of these facts, but I am obliged to infer, 
from the history of events as they have been develop- 
ed, that the president had no disinclination to a war; 


for this, and it costs three millions this year, how 
long is the exi-ency to continue,and what are we to 
pay next year and the years following? How long 


that it was brought on by the indulgence of ambi 

tious hopes, contrary to the express provisions of the 

constitution, and is prosecuted for the conquest of 
ary, 

Mie. tir, I will turn my attention to the spirit 

which has been exhibited in the prosecution of it. 

No sooner had congress, under the pressure of the 
eircun.stances brought to bear upon it, recognised 
the war as the act of Mexico, and relieved the presi- 
dent from the pressure of responsibility which rested 
upon him, than 8 shout went through the country 
that the army would now plant our flag upon the 
halls of the Montezumas and dictate u peace in the 
eapital of Mexico. It was declared that the war 
would be at an end in sixty days—in ninety days at 
the furthest. Such was the infatuation, and such the 
prevailiag folly, that it was believed to be enough, if 
the power and means to carry on a war were given, 
to bring distracted Mexico in humility to our feet | 
to sue for a peace. Men, money, every thing has 
been granted with boundless profusion, and ten 
months have rolled away, while there is neither peact 
nor any signs of peace. 

Another shout went forth at the same time that 
‘swe would conquer peace.’’ This became such a 
favorite phrase that it not only graced the press eve- 
ry where, but has embellished grave state papers.— 
“Conquer a peace.”” And whatis that? The sena- 
tor from South Carolina (Mr. Butler) said the other | 
day thathe hardly knew what it meant. But, sir, | 
have never felt any doubt on that point. ‘The 
words themselves convey a very significant and obvi- | 


ous meaning, which is well enough characterized by 
the dramatist: 


will a peace made upon sucha plan last? It matters 
not whether the money is paid to the army or a mi- 
litary chieftain. If it goes to set up a transfer against 
the will of the people, it can only tbe maintained by 
force. And can any policy be more incongruous, or 
less in harmony with our confederacy, than to com- 
pel an unwilling people to belong to it. The founda- 
tion of our system rests on voluntary association and 
can be malntained no longer than it receives the 
hearty and cordial support of the people associaied 

Mr. President have weno hope of peace except 
from this species of traffic, which would be alike 
resets) to the buyer and seller? 

ut another question has been made on the supposi- 

lion that territory may be obtained. Like the foot- 
pads, we have faiien into a quarrel about the division 
of plunder before it isacquired. Shailsuch territory, 
if acquired, come wader our jurisdiction with or with- 
out conditions in regard to slavery? This has been 
treated as a great and exciting topic. One party 
maintains thatno coudition ean rightfully be imposed, 
and the other maintains that slavery shall not be al- 
lowed. 1 shall frankly state the positions which | 
think can be sustained, but shall enter into no rea 
soning upon the subject, as 1 fear that] have too 
long occupied the attention of the senate. 


First, | hold that if the power of this government 
can be invoked and its money employed to annex 
territory to promote and extend the interests of the 
slavehoiders, then it follows as a necessary conse- 
quence, that the government may impose conditions 
iv regard to the toleration of slavery. Its power to 
prvinote cannot be maintained if ils power lo regulate 
vi abolish ve denied. 

“Lay on, Macduff; | Becund. li, as has been alleged, where slavery is 
And damn’d be him that first cries, buld, enough.” , (und to exist, it must be continued because It exists, 
Lay on till the enemy is subdued; bring him, hum- | then when territory is iree it sheald continue so be- 

bled and powerless to your feet, and then dictate your | ©#US€ ti Is tree. 

own terms of settlement. Discard ali thoughts of | : 
amicable arrangement; draw the sword and fling | lerriory 1s brought under the jurisdiction of the U. 
away the scabvard; rely upon power and brute force , >!@tes, and slavery is permitted lo ve established 
alone, for the strongest cun overcome the weakest; | UPLP Il, IL 18 extremely dificult, if not impossible, to 
ond subjugate him, extorting such terms and condi-| exiinguished it, because the rights to property cannot 
tions as we please. This is conquering a peace, and | be divested wilhoul Compensation; and new states, 
this the rule advocated in this christian age and im YEW~e generally feeble and poor when they come 
this christian land. Perhaps the avowal and main- | 'P'0 ihe union, are unable to grapple with it. This 





. : | 
tenance of this system of warfare has an object which | Cl!/Cumstance has made four out of five of the states) 
lhave | Created out of territory acquired before ‘Texas slave 


is in accordance with the plan of acquisition, . 
understoud that it isa fundamental provision of the | States. ) he iree stales cannot meet and control this | 
organic law of Mexico that the integrity of the ter- | Practical operation so as to place themselves upon a 


Third. lt wust be known to every one that if free | 












riory shall be sacredly maintained, and that public 
offieers take an oath tu that effect. Ifso, there is no 
power in the government to dismember the territory. 
li this be so, (and it is so stated,) then, if territory 
must be hau, and a peace is not to be made without 
il, the peace must be conquered and the concession 
extorted. ‘his is what is called prosecuting a war | 
vigorously to oblain a peace. And, Mr. President, 
are Men and money voted to carry oul such schemes 
Ol atubition by such means? 

Tcowe now to the measure under consideration, a 
bill appropriating three millions of do'lars. Aud, 
Mr. President, « Gy is this grant demanded? The pre- 
‘ident now has ail the physical iorce, ali the revenue, 
and as much funds by ivans as he has asked. Is not 
Wiis enough to conquer a peacer ihiust the money | 
power be employed us a separate and distinct means 
of conquering? Must the enemy be bought upr— 

ust We who vaunl our power to plant the fag 
Upon the halis of the Montezumas, «ho seorn any 
peace but one which is conquered, taflick for it, and 
eblain it by bargain upow consideration? 1 make 
these luguiries because 1 am at a Joss to comprehend 
how the Money is to employed. It is, says the bill, 
lo be placed in the hanus ol the president, not to buy 
énd, noi to Support the army and navy, for we have 
already provided tor that; bul lo defray extraordinary 

e°Xpenses, Yes, extraordinary expenses! And this 
all the clue which we have as to the dispusition 
Proposed. Extraordinary expenses cover a very wide 
fabge of discretion, but the purchase of territury 
Would hardly fall within the terms “extraordinary 
"Xpenses,”? 
ere 18 BOE Evidence of the necessity of the appio- 
wore Which he is not at liberty to publish, but be 
te “res lo suggest that it may be paid into the trea- 
mid vf Mexico aud disbursed to pay and suppiy the 
eae Yes, sir, (said Mr. D.) this may be done; 
be : Mogular mode of conquering a peace it would |! 
sa “upport the army of an enemy! The support, |‘ 
Ste Mia wey nol begin tila peace ismade. What 
en Olany army? For what purpose ts tt to be} + 


sliiking ium ihe villi ihis provision restricting slave- 


ed minds, and has vce represented to de a maller 
vi such MmOMeEentoUS Characier as to threaten the stla- | 
The chairman of the committee tells us| Ulity Of tlie) ualun, 
raised in the expiring moments of the session, when 
we were Orerwhelwed with other Dusicess. 
who object lo my action maintain of course that} 
ik Was vur duly tv sil iere aod passively submit) 
in silence to the decision of such a question. 


wili Ob koe president. 1 aim not answerable tur spring- 


fooling Of equalily, except by promptaid early pro- | 
visluu exciuding siovery. It they neglect to avail | 
iheaseives of this power the compromises of the 
coustiiution will be utterly frustiated. 

Entertaining these opinons, |, at the last session, | 
when a bill came (rum ite house, which in its genera! | 
objecis was similar to one now under consideration, | 
and Cuplaibed a provision restraining slavery, resisted | 
a@ wolion lo strike thal provision oul, 

this seemed to touch the organ of the president | 
and its salelines in a lender spol, and such a torrent | 
Vi abusive mvective, calumny, abd misrepresentation 
Has seiuom Veen poured upon any devoted head.— | 
Aud What is tol a tilile remarkable, the presidential | 
eUrshippers aud a portion of the abolition press | 
iVelicu cach Oiher iu Culling choice words irom the | 
dictiovary lo wake (heir slanders the more bald, and | 
lur that teason ihe more tacredible. But, Mr. 
Presideul, these giatuilous labors neither disturbed | 
Wy Seep Hol lmpalleu my appetite; aud uy only | 
wulLVe DOW fur Hoiicing Lbew Is, thal the facts may | 
appeal as iley are. Wiiat wasil which gave rise lo | 
‘is Hoou of vetraction? What was it that brought 
liicse CAXlreiwes iu Cu-operale lor Comino purpouse, 
ae (hey did Guring tie Canvass of Mr. Puik, which | 
leftiluated in the auuexabiou ol Lexas? 


‘The crime cuusisted in au eflurt to prevent the 


ry. due question then raised was precisely the same 
which bas pow engaged the allentuion of distinguish- 





Such a question as thal was 


Those | 
| 
i 


lam 
10l among those who adupl this as a rule of conduct, 


V Walitain tbal the senale is a body to register the 


bg Such a Yuestivon Upon us If Lhe last qauments of a 





*Plup? it was broadly hinted here jast summer |! 





ung session. Wheiher the object was to avoid de- 
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bate is unknown to me, nor dol make any complaint 
on this score, but if such measures are brought for- 
ward at such a season, I acknowledge no right in 
any one to insist that they sfiall be acted on in si- 
lence. 

I had, as I thought, and now think, great reason to 
believe that the motion would prevail; I cannot of 
course speak with certainty, but if I no not mistake 
the signs around us now that opinion will prove to 
be well founded. Suppose it had occurred, and I 
and my colleague had witnessed it in silence, making 
no effort to avert such a result, what a mountaia 
wave of indignation would have been rolled upon us. 

But, Mr. President, if the presidential organ, its 
satellites, or the abolition press, suppose that a mea- 
sure of this description was to be disposed of thus 
summarily and in silence, they are probably vreatly 
mistaken, as Isaw around me unmistakeable evidence 
that if the floor had been yielded the debate would 
have been continued. Great, however, as were my 
objections to other provisions of the bill, if the mover 
had withdrawn his motion to strike out, so far as 
regards me, the question mighthave been taken. 

Now, sir, the whole time absorbed in this matter 
did not, | must think, exceed fifteen or twenty mi- 
nutes, and I have seen it stated on the authority of 
reporters that 1 was interrupted nine times during 
that period by messages and business from the house 
of representatives, and probably as often from other 
causes. The residue of the time was left to debate 
a great agilaling question which gentlemen say here 
will shake this union to its very centre. This 1s the 
head and front of my oflending; and now, sir, if the 
question had been taken by yeas and nays on this 
‘amendment and on the bill, and if any thing had been 
,done here whieh required concurrence in the house, 
itis entirely apparent that the bill could not have 
_ been matured tf a word had not been uitered. But 
there is ove remaining matter upon which | wish to 
say aword. I stated to the mover, and in good faith, 
‘that he should have an opportunity to take the ques- 
tion, and it was my purpose to give that opportunity, 
but unknown to me, and | believe also to others, the 
clock of this clamber wassome eight minutes slower 
than that of the house; and at the moment when J 
was about to yield the Hoor the adjournment of the 
| house was announced by message. Mr. President, 
| the failure of the bill has defeated no peace, nor leit 
(any cause of regret. 1 beg pardon of the senate 
|for occupying its time for a moment in a personal 
|} matter. 
| Mr. President, one or two matters remain fora 
| brief and hurried notice. 
| First, the amendment of the senator from Georgia, 
(Mr. Berrien), which amounts toa declaration that 
the war is not to be prosecuted by conquest, and the 
United States are desirous of concluding a treaty on 
terms honorable to both republies, mecis my appro- 
bation. 

To this I shall give a cheerful support, under the 
conviction that it will do more to hasten a peace 
than all the resources of the couniry employed in 
Waging war. 

The Mexican mind is chiefly inflamed and exas- 
perated by the belief that itis our purpose to dis- 
member their territory, and take irom them a por- 
tion of their republic. A distinet avowal by con- 
gress would alonce allay that excitement, and change 
the whole character of the controversy. Men would 
no longer believe themselves to be contending for 
ineir bomes and firesides. This ovstacle once re- 
moved, in proof thal we are not actuated vy «# lustof 
dominion, and nothing re..ains which may not be 
speedily and satistactorily a: justed. 





I shall also support the proposition of the house, if 
oflered, to restrain slavery, not that 1 aw desirous of 
ucquiling territory, but, as l lear the war wos brought 


on tor that purpose, the executive may still pursue 


that object, and should Mexico, for tue purpose of 
waking a final adjusiment, voluntarialy coucede land, 
| .. ould provide fur that contingency. But lam chietly 
influenced in this by avother consideration. | think 
1 tuily understand the views of the president on this 
question of enlarging our boundaries. His sentiments, 
sympathies, and desires are those of a slaveholder, 
desirous of giving permanency and perpetuity to the 
mstiiulion. He views the slave and iree interests in 
inany respec:s as antagonists, and jends his support 
and influence to the joru.er. 1 would then, Mr. 
President, put ap end lo the exertion of this power 
by destroying the metive. Pass this provision, make 
the territury free, and I hesitate nui to believe that 
we shall never hear of the president lifting a finger 
lu increase the number of free states. 

If we adopt these two amendments, which I fear we 


stiall not be able to do, we shall have a psace withia 
| three months, and one that will demand no armies 
| lo give to itstrength and endurance. There is no dil- 


ficuilty 1 bringing this war loa close if a peace is 
desired. 
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THe attack on Vera Crvz.—According to Gen. 
Scott's project it is stated, was to have commenced 
on the 20th of March, or at the earliest possible day 
thereafter. The New York Express states ‘that 
active preparations are making and nearly completed 
at the Brooklyn Navy Yard, in the fitting out of two 
vessels, to be used as bomb ketches in the conte n- 
plated attack. They have been strengthened in every 
possible way by strong oaken knees, secured by bolts 
and screws, massive oaken frake work, and iron 
braces running through the vessel, secured upon the 
outer sides by broad iron plates. Each of the vessels 
is to carry, besides guns of smaller caliber, an im- 
mense gun upon deck (and a smaller one below) 
weighing about eight tons, and which will throw 
shot or shells of ten inches diameter a distance of 
of three and a half miles. It is calculated they will 
be at Vera Cruz ready for service by the Ist of 
April.” 

The U. States bomb ketches Aina and Stromboli, 
commanded by Captains G. J. Van Brunt and W. S. 
Walker, are to sail from Boston for tlie gulf ina few 
days. 

From this it would appear that the period of attack 
had been somewhat delayed. Gen. Scott left Brazos 
for the point of action about the 18th February. 

The new sloop of war Germantown, lately launch- 
ed at Philadelphia and since fitted out at Gosport, on 
the 10th instant was towed by the steamer Engineer 
to the anchorage, and will sail in a few days.— 
Whether for the gulf or for the Pacific, we are not 
eonfident. Commander Frankiin Bucuanan, late 
superintendent of the naval school at Annapolis, 
commands her. 

The following vessels the N. Y. Herald says, will 
con. pose the squadron that will attack Vera Cruz:— 














Line ship Ohio, Capt. Stringham 74 guns. 
Frigate Potomac, Capt. Aulic 44 * 
ad Raritan, Capt. Forrest 44 
Sloop of war Join Adams, Capt. McCluney 20 * 
“ St. Mary’s, Capt. Saunders 20 ‘ 
e Albany, Capt. Breese 90 * 
“a Deestur, Com. Pinckney a # 
Brig of war Porpuise, , m@ ” 
“ Perry, . -. ¢ 
Schr. of war Bonita, 7 “ 
6 Reefer, . 6 
oe Petrel, Lieut. Shaw 6 
ae Tampico, Mid. Perry a 
“ Nonata, Mid. Smith 6 
Steamer Mississippi, Com. Perry, paix. 10°‘ 


Princeton, Capt. Engle 
Spitfire, Capt. Tattnall 
Vixen, Capt. Sands 
McLean, Capt. Howard 
Union, Capt. Rudd 
Alleghany, Capt. Hunter 
Hunter, Lieut. McLaughlin 
Petriia, —~—-, 
Scorpion, Com. Bigelow, 64 pr. 
Scourge, Lieut. Hunter * 
Relief, ——, 
Supply, 
» Fredonia. 
Bomb ketch Stromboli, Com.Walker, 85 pr. 
" Ewa, Com. Van Brunt, “ 
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- Vesuvius, . 

66 Hecla, , “ “sc 

6 Electra, ’ " ni 
Sloop Mariner, — ; ry 
Cutter Forward, Capt. Nones ‘s 
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Total nuuber of guns 





BUSINESS CIRCLES. 


Winter, according to the almanac, has left us, 
but ‘lingering in the lap of spring,”—quits us reluc- 
tantly. We have snow this morning. 

“The ice crop,” willbe a profitable one to the 
north, this season. Baltsmore will have to import 


some for summer’s consumption, and but little has | 


been secured. 


The western and central rivers are opening and | 


trade will soon be renewed upon their waters 
The Ohio is in fine boatable order. 


and several lives lost. 


Western and southern merchants have reached | 


corn 25 000 bushels deliverable in city at 55 cls.— 
Freicurs; flour to N. Orleans 75 cts; weight freights, 
30 cts per 100 Ib. 

February 19—The Missouri river breaking up and 
ice disappearing as far as Jefferson city—steamboats 
preparing to go up to-morrow. The Mississippi riv- 
er open as Hamburg but water very low. 

At Terre Haute—Indiana, on the Wabhash river, 
corn is selling at 20 cts per bush.; wheat 50 cents. 
rye 30, potatoes 25 to 37, salt $3,25 per bushel. No 
wonder they want the Wabash canal finished. 

Legal interest in Missouri—By an act passed by the 
last legislature just adjourned, six per cent, instead 
as authorized by their charter, is fixed as the rate 
which banks and insurance companies are authorised 
in future to change. The corporations are consulting 
wiether to contest the act as a violation of the 
charters, 

FLourn.—The stock on hand at New York has fal- 
len below 50,000 bblis.; $6 las been paid for flour 
deliverable there in May. 

At Philadelphia and Baltimore $6 is new obtained 
with difficulty; at Pittsburg 4 a 4,12. 

Aw act providing for the building of four naval steam- 
ship and the employment of twelve mail steamers. 

Be it enacted by the senate and house of representatives 
ef the United States of America, in congress assembled, 
That the president of the United States be, and he 
is hereby, authorized to cause to be built and equip- 
ped four first class sea going steamships, to be at— 
tached to the navy of the United States, and that 
one nillion of dollars be and is hereby appropriated 
for that purpose, to be paid out of any money in the 
treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That from and 
immediately after the passage of this act it shall be 
the duty of the secretary of the navy to accept, on 
the part of the government of the United States, the 
proposals of E. K. Collins and his associates, of the 
city of New York, submitted to the postmaster gen- 
eral, and dated Washington, March sixth, eighteen 
hundred and forty-six, for the transportation of the 
United States mail between New York and Liver- 
pool, and to contract with the said E. K. Collins and 
his associates for the faithful fulfilment of the stipu- 
lations therein contained, and in accordance with the 
provision of this act. 

Sec. 3. And be tt further enacted, That the steam 
~hips to be employed by the said E. K. Collins and 
is associates in the transportation of the U. States 
mail beiween New York and Liverpool shall be con- 
structed under the inspection of a naval constructor 
in the employ of the navy department, and shall be 
so constructed as to render them convertible, at the 
least possible cost, into war steamers of the first 
class; and thateach of said steamers shall receive on 
board four passed midshipmen of the U. States navy, 
who shall serve as watch officers, and be suitably 
accommodated without charge to the government; 
and the said steamers shall also receive on board and 
accommodate, without charge to the government, 
one agent, to be appointed by the postmaster general, 
who shall have charge of the mails to be transpor- 


| led in said steamships. 


Sec. 4. 4nd be it further enacted, That from and 
immediately after the passage of this act it shall be 
the duty of the secretary of the navy to contract, 
on the part of the government of the United States, 
with A. G. Sloo, of Cincinnati, for the transporta— 
tion of the United States mail from New York to 
New Orleans, twice a month and back, touching at 
Charleston, (if practicable,) Savannah and Havana, 
and from Havana to Chagres und back, twice a 
month. The said mail to be transported in steam- 





ships of not less than fifteen hundred tons burden, 


| and propelled by engines of not less than one thou- 


sand horses power each, to be constructed under the 
superintendence and direction of a naval construc- 
tor in the employ of the navy department, and to be 


so constructed as to render them convertible, at the 


A number of | 


canal boats were sunk by the storm on the 27th ult., | 
| board four passed midshipmen of the United States 


navy, who shall serve as watch officers, and be sui- | 


least possible expense, into war steamers of the 
first class; and that the said steamships shall be 
commanded by officers of the United States navy 
not below the grade of lieutenant, who shall be se- 
lected by the contractor, with the approval and con- 
sentof the secretary of the navy, and who shall be 
sulttably accommodated without charge to the gov— 
ersment. Each of said steamers stall receive on 


the importing cities, and are now making their pur-| tably accommodated without charge to the govern. 


chases. 


advantage. 
At St. 


Goods are plenty and cheap, and the pre- | 
sent prices of produce enable the trader to deal to | 


ment; and each of the said steamers shall also re- | pects for Brazil, as the empire has enjoye 


| the government, one agent, to be appointed by the 


Louis, Feb. 17.—The upper rivers still| postmaster general, who shall bave charge of the 


closed by ice, and though open at the city, water! mails to be transported in said steamers: Provided, 


was low,—6 feet only in the channel. 


Flour 11,000 


The secretary of the navy may, at his discretion, 


bbis sold during the week, that deliverable at the! permit a steamer of not less than six hundred tons 


city ranging from $4,50 to §5,00. 





| 


ceive on board aid accommodate, without charge to | 





in the mail service herein provided for between H 
vana and Chagres. Provided further, that the Ping 
pensation for such service shall not exceed 20 000, 
and that good and sufficient security be required for 
the faithful fulfilment of the stipulations of the Hg 
tract. 

Sec. 5. Jind beit further enacted, That it shatl by 
the duty of the secretary of the navy to contract on 
behalf of the government of the United States, ‘fo, 
the transportation of the mail from Panama to such 
port as he may select in the territory of Oregon 
oncea month each way, so as to connect with the 
mail from Havana to Chagres across the isthmus. 
said mail to be transported in either steam or sail. 
ing vessels, as shall be deemed most practicab|, 
and expedient. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That it shal] be 
the duty of the secretary of the navy to provide, }, 
the contracts authorised by this act, that the navy 
department shall at all times exercise control over 
said steamships, and at any time have the right to 
take them for the exclusive use and service of the 
United States, and to direct such changes in their 
machinery and internal arrangements as the secre. 
lary of the navy may require; due provision being 
made in the said contracts for the mode of ascer. 
laining the proper compensation to the contractors 
therefor. 





DeserTers FROM THE anmMy.—As the bounty for 
enlisting is increased in amount, the number of at- 
tempts to obtain the bounty by abandoned characters, 
with a view of swindjing the public, will increase 
in full propoetion. 

The adjutant general of the United States, hes 
advertised rewards amounting in the aggregate to 
over $33,300 for arresting 1,011 deserters from the 
U.S. army. 

The Trish legion.—E| Republicano of Mexico has 
the following: 

‘*We had the pleasure on Sunday last of seeing 
a company of American deserters, principally Irish, 
reviewed by his excellency thegeneral in chief, 
They are perfectly armed and equipped, and are 
on the post of departure for Tula. This com- 
pany have made a peculiar standard for them- 
selves, on one side of which is seen the national 
coat of arms, with the motto, “Long live the 
republic of Mexico.” On the other side is a figure 
of St. Patrick, their patron. These brave men 
who have abandoned one of the most unjust of cau- 
ses for the purpose of defending the territory of 
their adopted country, will find in the Mexicans,a 
frank and loyal heart, open and hospitable; and be- 
sides, a just and ample recompense for their merited 
services. 





ARGENTINE REPUBLIC.—Buenos Ayres papers to 
the 12th December have been received at N. York. 

The N. York Sun says: Messrs. Brent & Graham, 
commissioners on the part of the United States, had 
returned from Paraguay, being unsuccessful in their 
efforts to adjust the dispute between that state and 
the Argenti:e confederacy. Gen. Lopez, the dicta- 
tor of Paraguay, had agreed, however, to suspend 
hostilities for the present. He is united with the 
Brazilian monarchy in an effort to separate the states 
north of the rivers Plata and Parana from the Union, 
and thus throw open the navigation, as demanded by 
England and France. The constitutional government 
of Uraguay, under Gen. Oribe, has abolished slave 
ry, which may have an important influence 1ipou !'8 
present struggle with the monarchists under Rivera. 
—The latter had been inactive for some time. We 
observe that a better feeling is evinced between the 
Argentines and the English and French, which looks 
like an early peace. 

Montevideo.—Montevidean papers to January 24, 
contain ap account of the capture of Pai-andu oY 
Rivera, commander in chref of the Montevidean 
forces. Paisandu was held by a garrison of 600 oF 
700 men in the interest of Genera! Oribe, (who! 
becked und supported by the government of Buenos 
Ayres,) all of whom were killed or taken prisoner. 
—Oribe was formerly president of the Montevides! 
republic but was forcibly supplanted by General Ri- 
vera. He then fled to Buenos Ayres, raised an af 
my, and, with the assistance of the latter power, has 
been endeavoring ever since to recover his lyst au- 
thority. A 
Braziz, Rio de Janeiro, Jan. 28, 1847. 


The present year opens with very a pall 


and an 1 


tranquility for the last twelve months, , 
country ha 


provement in the financial! affairs of the 
taken place. 


: ‘ver Pialé 

We regret to state that affairs at the iageth © 
remain in a very unsatisfactory condition, 2? 

forces © 


hestilities have recommenced between the 





Wheat 80 ets.,) burden, and engines in propertion, to be employed} Oribe and Rivera. 
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